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Vancouver: 
After the Rain Comes the Rainbow

If you’re dreaming of a classic Canadian fall 
or winter getaway, Vancouver may surprise 
you.

While much of Canada prepares for months 
of snow and ice, Vancouver embraces the 
season a little differently. Here, rain 
nourishes towering evergreens, mist drifts 
across the harbour and the surrounding 
mountains quietly collect blankets of fresh 
snow. It creates one of Canada’s most 
unique travel experiences—a place where 
you can spend the morning strolling beside 
the Pacific Ocean, enjoy world-class sushi 
for lunch and still be skiing or snowboarding 
before dinner.

And then, just when the clouds finally begin 
to drift apart, a rainbow appears.

Perhaps that’s why Vancouver feels different. It doesn’t 

shout for your attention. It doesn’t rely on oversized 

attractions or postcard moments every few blocks. 

Instead, Vancouver slowly works its way into your heart. 

Before long you’ve slowed your pace, taken a deeper 

breath and found yourself lingering over one more 

coffee, one more walk along the waterfront or one more 

breathtaking view where snow-covered mountains rise 

behind a modern skyline.

It doesn’t ask you to choose between city life and nature. 

Here, the two exist together. Glass towers reflect 

mountain peaks. Seaplanes skim across Coal Harbour. 

Cyclists and walkers share the famous seawall while 

beaches, forests and neighbourhood cafés exist only 

minutes from downtown.
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Whether you’re visiting to experience spectacular autumn colours or planning a cozy winter escape, Vancouver 

has an effortless way of making every season feel like the perfect time to arrive. It’s a city where the outdoors isn’t 

somewhere you escape to. It’s simply part of everyday life.

A City Built Between Mountains and the Sea

Most visitors know Vancouver sits on Canada’s spectacular west coast. What many don’t realize until they arrive 

is just how dramatically geography shapes everyday life.

To the west stretches the Pacific Ocean. Behind the skyline rise the Coast Mountains. Between them sits one of 

Canada’s most walkable, multicultural and naturally beautiful cities.

Nature has a habit of following you everywhere. Look up from a downtown patio and mountain peaks frame the 

skyline. Walk a few blocks and you’ll hear seaplanes lifting off from Coal Harbour. Continue toward English Bay 

and you’ll soon find yourself wondering how a city of nearly three million people can still feel so calm.

Autumn transforms Stanley Park and neighbourhood streets into brilliant shades of gold, amber and crimson. 

Winter paints a different picture altogether. While snow is uncommon in the city itself, misty mornings, dramatic 

coastlines and fresh mountain snow create scenery that feels uniquely West Coast.

It’s one of the few places where locals can enjoy brunch downtown before heading to nearby ski hills for an 

afternoon on the slopes. That balance is Vancouver’s personality. People don’t wait for perfect weather. They put 

on a jacket, grab a coffee, meet friends, walk the seawall, browse Granville Island and watch storms roll across 

English Bay.

Life doesn’t stop because it rains. Rain simply becomes part of the story.

LOCAL VOICE — DESTINATION VANCOUVER

For Alanna Hagan (She/Her, Acting Manager, Travel Media & PR, North America) of Destination Vancouver, the 

perfect introduction to the city depends partly on what a visitor loves—but one favourite first-day experience 

combines several things Vancouver does particularly well.

Take the Aquabus across False Creek to Granville Island, explore the Public Market and browse the local artisan 

shops. Just keep an eye on lunch, she warns, because Vancouver’s seagulls are “very confident.”

She also points first-time LGBTQ+ visitors toward Davie Village, the historic heart of Vancouver’s queer 

community, where rainbow crosswalks, nightlife and a welcoming neighbourhood atmosphere remain part of 

the experience.

For a neighbourhood that deserves more attention, Hagan singles out Kitsilano. Independent shops, coffee, 

relaxed bars and spectacular views across the water give Kits a character of its own, while West 4th Avenue also 

happens to be where lululemon opened its first store.

Fall and winter, she says, show off Vancouver’s unusual seasonal contrast particularly well. Autumn colours 

transform parks and neighbourhoods, while winter makes it possible to ski or snowshoe in the nearby mountains 

and return downtown for holiday markets, ocean-to-table dining and a cozy evening.

And if there’s time for only one quintessential Vancouver experience? Pick up a London Fog—the tea latte that 

originated in Vancouver—and walk or cycle part of the Stanley Park seawall.

In a single outing, Hagan says, you can experience ocean, forest, beaches and mountain views, with the 

possibility of spotting seals, otters, jellyfish and even whales along the way.

Neighbourhoods With Their Own Personalities

One of the biggest misconceptions about Vancouver is that it’s simply downtown. The reality couldn’t be more 

different. Every neighbourhood tells its own story.
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Gastown welcomes visitors with heritage brick 

buildings, boutique shopping, cozy cafés and the famous 

Steam Clock. During the cooler months, patios glow 

beneath strings of lights while restaurants and pubs 

offer warm escapes from a rainy afternoon.

Yaletown feels polished yet relaxed. Once an industrial 

warehouse district, it’s now home to upscale 

restaurants, cocktail lounges and some of the city’s 

liveliest patios—many of them heated well into the fall.

Commercial Drive—or simply “The Drive” to locals—

offers a completely different vibe. Independent 

bookstores, coffee shops, international cuisine and local 

businesses give the neighbourhood an authentic energy 

that rewards anyone willing to wander without a plan.

Then there’s Kitsilano. Known affectionately as “Kits,” 

it’s famous for beaches, wellness and a slower pace of 

life. Even in winter you’ll find locals walking the 

shoreline with coffee in hand, watching waves roll in 

beneath snow-covered mountain peaks across the 

water.

Every neighbourhood feels like meeting another side of 

Vancouver.

Where Vancouver’s Rainbow Lives

Every great LGBTQ+ destination has a heartbeat. In 

Vancouver, much of that heartbeat can be found in 

Davie Village.

Rainbow crosswalks welcome visitors before they’ve 

even stepped inside a café or restaurant. Local 

businesses proudly display their support, public art 

celebrates diversity and community organizations 

continue building one of Canada’s most welcoming 

queer neighbourhoods.

But Davie Village is only the beginning. One of the things that makes Vancouver special is how naturally 

LGBTQ+ life blends into the city itself. The community isn’t confined to one street. It flows into neighbourhood 

cafés, theatres, arts organizations, sports leagues, local events and everyday conversations.

Although Vancouver Pride fills the streets every summer, the community remains active throughout the year, 

creating spaces where people continue to connect long after the parade has ended. You don’t spend your visit 

searching for Vancouver’s LGBTQ+ community. Before long, you simply realize you’re already part of it.

LOCAL VOICE — QUEER FM

For Barb of Queer FM, being born and raised in Vancouver means rain has never been a reason to stop doing 

anything.

“Rain brings beauty to the forests and landscapes,” she says. With a raincoat and umbrella, a wet afternoon can 

still mean shopping for fresh produce at Granville Island Public Market, meeting friends for drinks on Davie 

Street or Commercial Drive, walking through one of Vancouver’s scenic parks or settling into the city’s restaurant 

scene. And the queer community hardly goes quiet once Pride season ends.

“There is ALWAYS something going on in Vancouver for the queer community,” Barb says, crediting local event 
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s7producers with continually finding new ways to bring 

people together. The Birdhouse, Davie Street’s queer 

bars and events from What The Frock Productions are 

among the options, while Vancouver’s outdoor culture 

extends into more than 30 queer sports organizations 

covering activities from hockey and basketball to 

curling, tennis, boating and hiking.

Arts lovers can also discover SUM Gallery in historic 

Chinatown, one of the few galleries in the world 

dedicated specifically to 2SLGBTQIA+ art.

When Barb wants to get away from the more familiar 

visitor areas, she heads west. Beaches at Jericho, 

Locarno, Spanish Banks and Acadia flow into one 

another against ocean, mountain and skyline views, 

while nearby Pacific Spirit Regional Park offers 750 

hectares of coastal temperate rainforest, trails and 

access to beaches including Wreck Beach.

Vancouver’s food scene provides another kind of escape, 

with Sunday brunch and happy hour practically local 

rituals.

For queer visitors arriving during the cooler months, 

Barb highlights the Vancouver Queer Film Festival in 

fall and Whistler Pride in winter. The latter draws 

visitors from around the world for skiing, outdoor 

activities, dining and parties, culminating in one of its 

signature sights: skiers carrying a giant rainbow flag 

down the mountain.

A City That Eats Exceptionally Well

Let’s talk about food. Actually, let’s talk about sushi.

Few cities in North America have embraced sushi quite 

like Vancouver. With the Pacific Ocean at its doorstep 

and generations of Japanese culinary influence, sushi Halifax Surf School at Martinique Beach

has become part of everyday life rather than something 

reserved for special occasions.

Ask three locals for their favourite sushi restaurant and 

you’ll probably receive six different answers, each one 

delivered with complete confidence.

Of course, Vancouver’s culinary story stretches far 

beyond sushi. Its multicultural population has created 

one of Canada’s most exciting food scenes. Just across 

the bridge, Richmond has become internationally 

celebrated for authentic Asian cuisine. Dumplings, dim 

sum, ramen, hot pot and regional Chinese specialties 

attract food lovers from around the world.

Fall and winter might actually be the best seasons to 

experience Vancouver’s dining culture. Rainy 

afternoons invite lingering over artisan coffee and fresh 

pastries. Steaming bowls Richmond has become one of 

North America’s premier destinations for Asian cuisine.

of ramen warm you after an ocean walk. Hot pot 

becomes a shared experience with friends. 

Neighbourhood bakeries tempt you inside simply 

because they smell too good to pass by.

Sometimes the best attraction in a city isn’t found on a 

map. Sometimes it’s the table waiting just inside the 

next restaurant door.

Worth the Detour: Richmond’s Asian Food 
Scene

If your travel plans include eating well—and let’s be 

honest, whose don’t?—set aside time for Richmond. 

From casual noodle shops to internationally acclaimed 

restaurants, Richmond has become one of North 

America's premier destinations for Asian cuisine. Come 

hungry. Leave wondering how soon you can come back.
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Food Foraging Tour, Avalon

Granville Island: A Place to Wander

Ask a Vancouver local for one place that captures the city’s personality, and Granville Island is almost guaranteed 

to enter the conversation.

Originally an industrial area, today it’s one of Vancouver’s most vibrant gathering places. Artists, chefs, bakers, 

brewers and local makers have transformed the island into a destination where wandering without a plan is part 

of the experience.

Browse galleries featuring local artists, watch craftspeople at work and sample handcrafted chocolates, artisan 

cheeses and fresh baked treats. Then make your way through the famous Public Market, where colourful displays 

of produce, seafood, flowers and international foods remind you just how multicultural Vancouver truly is.

On rainy days, Granville Island becomes even more inviting. It’s the kind of place where you can easily lose track 

of time—and you’ll probably be glad you did.

Stanley Park: More Than Just a Park

Ask almost any Vancouver resident to name their favourite place in the city and Stanley Park will almost certainly 

make the list. At more than 400 hectares, it isn’t simply an urban park. It’s Vancouver’s backyard.

In autumn, tree-lined pathways explode with brilliant colours while crisp air makes long walks even more 

inviting. Winter replaces vibrant leaves with drifting mist, dramatic skies and spectacular mountain views that 

change almost by the hour.

Locals cycle the seawall before work. Families gather beneath towering cedars. Visitors pause beside Indigenous 

totem poles, beaches and viewpoints that seem to redefine what an urban park can be.

Whether you walk, run or cycle the famous seawall, one thing quickly becomes clear: you’re not simply 

sightseeing. You’re experiencing Vancouver exactly the way Vancouver experiences itself. Rain Downtown. 

Powder on the Peaks.

One of Vancouver’s greatest surprises isn’t found downtown. It’s what happens just beyond it.

Visitors are often amazed to discover they can spend the morning strolling the seawall beneath a light drizzle 

and, less than an hour later, find themselves surrounded by fresh mountain snow.

That’s one of Vancouver’s greatest gifts. Winter doesn’t belong to one place. It belongs to the entire region.

Within easy reach of downtown, Grouse Mountain, Cypress Mountain and Mount Seymour transform into 

winter playgrounds where skiing, snowboarding, snowshoeing and spectacular panoramic views become part of 

the same vacation.

Even if you never clip into a pair of skis, the mountains are worth the trip. Ride the gondola, sip hot chocolate 

while overlooking the city below, watch the sun disappear behind snow-covered peaks, then head back 

downtown in time for dinner.

It’s a uniquely Vancouver experience. Very few cities allow you to move so effortlessly between ocean, rainforest 

and alpine adventure in a single day.

LOCAL VOICE — QUEER BUSINESS ASSOCIATION OF BC

For Andrew Gray, Vice Chair of the Queer Business Association of BC, one of Vancouver’s biggest surprises is just 

how completely nature is woven into everyday life.

“People forget you can hike a mountain and grab drinks in Davie Village on the same day,” he says.

That relationship with nature affects the city’s social life too. Vancouver can feel more casual and outdoorsy than 

some visitors expect, and Gray says queer-owned businesses often reflect that personality through patios, cafés 

and lifestyle-oriented spaces rather than relying solely on nightlife.

If he were introducing LGBTQ+ friends to the city, his day would begin with brunch on Commercial Drive and a 
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visit to JQ Clothing, a queer-affirming boutique that has 

been part of the neighbourhood since 2000. From there, 

he’d head to Davie Village and Little Sister’s Book and 

Art Emporium, the queer bookstore that has been a 

cultural cornerstone since 1983, before ending with 

drinks on the heated patio at The Junction in the West 

End.

Commercial Drive is also the neighbourhood Gray 

believes deserves considerably more attention.

Davie Village may carry the reputation as Vancouver’s 

gay neighbourhood, but the Drive has its own 

longstanding queer community, including businesses 

such as Awl Together Leather, an inclusive 

2SLGBTQIA+-owned shoe-repair and leatherwork shop 

in East Vancouver.

What makes the city feel like home, Gray says, is partly 

its scale: large enough to support real queer community 

and infrastructure, but small enough that familiar faces 

keep appearing.

Add access to nature, a live-and-let-live culture and a 

visible network of queer-owned businesses, and 

Vancouver becomes somewhere LGBTQ+ people can 

participate in community without constantly having to 

perform their identity.

More Than a Parade

For many travellers, the first thing that comes to mind 

when they think about LGBTQ+ Vancouver is Pride. 

And while Pride undoubtedly transforms the city every 

summer, it’s only one chapter of a much larger story.

The strength of Vancouver’s queer community isn’t 

measured by one weekend of celebrations. It’s found in 

the people who continue building community every day 

of the year. Community organizations, arts groups, 

cafés, sports leagues, local businesses and gathering 

places ensure the city’s LGBTQ+ spirit doesn’t 

disappear when the parade ends.

For visitors arriving during the fall or winter, that’s good 

news. The welcome doesn’t come with an expiration 

date. It’s simply waiting for you whenever you arrive.

One Perfect Day in Vancouver

If you only have one day, don’t try to see everything. 

Experience it instead.

Morning: Start with coffee and breakfast before walking 

or cycling a portion of the Stanley Park Seawall.

Late Morning: Explore Gastown’s historic streets, 

boutique shops and the famous Steam Clock.

Lunch: Treat yourself to sushi. After all, you’re in 

Vancouver.

Afternoon: Browse Granville Island, explore the Public 

Market and support local artists and independent 

businesses.

Late Afternoon: Head up one of the North Shore 

mountains to experience Vancouver’s remarkable “rain 

downtown, snow on the peaks” contrast.

Evening: Return to the city for dinner in Yaletown, 

Commercial Drive or another neighbourhood that 

catches your eye. Finish the night with a leisurely walk 

along the waterfront. You’ll understand why so many 

people fall in love with Vancouver.
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Before You Go

Getting Around: Vancouver is remarkably walkable, and its public transit system—including SkyTrain, buses and 

SeaBus—makes exploring the city easy without a car.

Weather: Bring layers and a waterproof jacket. Fall and winter are generally mild compared with much of 

Canada, but rain is common and temperatures can change throughout the day.

Don’t Forget: Comfortable walking shoes, an umbrella—or better yet, a rain jacket—and plenty of room in your 

suitcase for the treasures you’ll inevitably bring home.

After the Rain Comes the Rainbow

Visitors often arrive in Vancouver expecting rain. And yes, there’s a good chance they’ll find it.

But somewhere between the ocean breeze, the towering evergreens, the aroma of fresh coffee, the warmth of a 

bowl of ramen, the laughter shared over sushi and the breathtaking mountain views, something unexpected 

happens. The rain stops being the story. It simply becomes part of it.

Because Vancouver isn’t defined by its weather. It’s defined by how people embrace it. They don’t wait for 

sunshine to enjoy the outdoors. They don’t postpone gathering with friends because the skies turn grey. Life 

simply carries on—with a rain jacket, a warm drink and a smile.

And then, every once in a while, the clouds part. Sunlight breaks through. A rainbow stretches across the skyline 

In that moment, Vancouver reminds you that some of life’s most beautiful experiences don’t happen despite the 

rain. They happen because of it.

After all…

That’s the Vancouver way.

Authored by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags. 

Photo credits: Judy Jutras, Destination BC, Dolf Vermeulen, Kari Medig, Hubert Kang, Adam Wells, Michael Bednar,
Nelson Mouellic, Michael Song, GoToVan, Exploding Boy, Popejon, Geoffrey Tomlin-Hood, Three Sixty Photography, 
Clayton Perry, Tanya Goehringl, Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre
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San Francisco
Is Still Coming Out!

Every queer traveller thinks they know 
San Francisco.

We’ve seen the Castro rainbow flag. We 
know Harvey Milk. We know about Pride, 
the activism, the bars, the bathhouses, 
the AIDS crisis, the protests, the 
liberation movements and the 
generations of LGBTQ+ people who made 
San Francisco synonymous with queer 
life.
But what is San Francisco in 2026?

That’s the story.

Because the history is still here. You can see it on 
street corners, in neighbourhood institutions and in 
the names of people who changed not only this city, 
but queer life around the world. But San Francisco 
isn’t asking us to visit simply to pay our respects to 
the past.

It’s still living. Still changing. Still wonderfully 
strange. Still beautiful. And still very, very queer.

Perhaps the best way to experience San Francisco 
today is to acknowledge everything that came before 
us—and then go out and have a fabulous time.

The Castro: History That Refuses to Sit 
Still

There are certain neighbourhood names that barely 
require a city attached to them.

The Castro is one of them.

For generations of LGBTQ+ people, these streets 
represented something much bigger than bars, 
restaurants and rainbow flags. They represented 
possibility. This was somewhere you could arrive 
from a small town, another state or another country 
and discover people who understood something 
about you that perhaps nobody back home did.
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Today, the Castro remains the heart of LGBTQ+ culture in San Francisco and one of the country’s earliest and 
most famous gay neighbourhoods. Its main stretch around Castro and Market streets combines queer bars and 
gathering places with restaurants, shops, beautiful Victorian homes and landmarks carrying generations of 
LGBTQ+ history.

That history remains impossible—and unnecessary—to separate from the neighbourhood today.

Walk through the Castro and reminders are everywhere. The Rainbow Honor Walk celebrates LGBTQ+ 
pioneers beneath your feet. Harvey Milk’s former camera shop at 575 Castro Street remains part of the 
neighbourhood’s story. Rainbow crosswalks have become instantly recognizable symbols of the district, while 
community organizations, gathering places and queer businesses continue giving the neighbourhood life 
beyond its historical importance.

And in 2026, one of the Castro’s great landmarks entered a new chapter.

After a two-year, $41-million renovation, the century-old Castro Theatre reopened in February. The theatre has 
long been intertwined with LGBTQ+ culture, film and community life, and its return feels particularly fitting in 
a year when Frameline—the long-running San Francisco International LGBTQ+ Film Festival—celebrated its 
50th anniversary and returned to the theatre.

That’s the Castro in a nutshell. History everywhere. But nobody sitting around pretending the story is finished.

LOCAL VOICE — SAN FRANCISCO TRAVEL

Hubertus Funke, Executive Vice President of Global Tourism Development at 
San Francisco Travel, also encourages LGBTQ+ travellers to look beyond the 
Castro—without overlooking what makes it so important.

The Mission is one of his first recommendations: wander Valencia Street, 
grab a Mission-style burrito and, on a sunny day, head to Dolores Park. Its 
southwest corner, affectionately known as “Gay Beach,” has long served as 
an LGBTQ+ gathering place.

From there, the city’s queer history spreads in several directions. In the 
Tenderloin, the Transgender District—the world’s first legally designated 
transgender district—includes the former site of Compton’s Cafeteria and its 
landmark 1966 uprising. In SoMa, the LEATHER & LGBTQ Cultural District and 
Eagle Plaza offer another window into communities that helped shape queer 
San Francisco.

Funke sees the city’s LGBTQ+ identity today as an ongoing conversation 
between that history and new generations creating spaces of their own.

The restored Castro Theatre has entered a new chapter after more than a 
century in the neighbourhood and welcomed Frameline back during the 
festival’s 50th anniversary year. The Castro Night Market adds local food, 
merchants and entertainment, with an emphasis on queer-owned and Castro-
based businesses. Elsewhere, Mother has created a dedicated gathering 
place for queer women and femmes, while Rikki’s centres women’s sports 
and honours lesbian activist and bar owner Rikki Streicher. The Stud 
continues its long history as a cornerstone of SoMa nightlife.

And when Funke wants a night that isn’t necessarily centred on an LGBTQ+ 
venue, he thinks in neighbourhoods.

The Mission might mean dinner at Foreign Cinema followed by cocktails 
nearby. North Beach offers old-school San Francisco character, from Original 
Joe’s and Vesuvio Cafe to live jazz. Martini lovers can even follow the San 
Francisco Martini Trail, which links 25 bars and restaurants across the city 
and turns a cocktail into another way of exploring its neighbourhoods.

What he most wants queer travellers to understand is that San Francisco’s 
LGBTQ+ history is not something preserved behind glass.

Its legacy remains visible in neighbourhoods, cultural institutions, public 
spaces and businesses, while the people living there continue adding new 
chapters.

“Visitors may come for the places and history they already associate with 
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San Francisco’s LGBTQ+ community,” he says, “but I always encourage them to leave room for what they don’t yet know.”

Beyond the Rainbow Crosswalk

Here’s where we need to say something that might sound almost sacrilegious in an LGBTQ+ travel magazine:

Leave the Castro. Not permanently. We’re not monsters.

But San Francisco becomes much more interesting when you stop thinking of its queer neighbourhood as the 
destination and start treating it as one part of a wonderfully complicated city.

Head toward the Mission District, historically the heart of San Francisco’s Latino culture, and suddenly the 
scenery, food and rhythm change. The neighbourhood is known for its murals, taquerias, restaurants, arts 
spaces and lively streets, with Valencia Street adding independent shops, cafés and nightlife to the mix.

Wander into North Beach, San Francisco’s historic Italian-American neighbourhood, and you’re suddenly 
surrounded by Italian restaurants, cafés, bars and literary history. The Beat Generation left a particularly 
strong mark here, including the legendary City Lights bookstore. And despite the name, North Beach doesn’t 
actually have a beach. Consider that mystery solved before you start looking for one.

Then there’s Chinatown. San Francisco’s is the oldest Chinatown in North America, dating to the Gold Rush 
era, and remains a living neighbourhood rather than simply a visitor attraction. Walk through the Dragon Gate 
and you’ll find markets, bakeries, tea rooms, restaurants, temples and streets where Chinese-American history 
and contemporary San Francisco exist side by side.

South of Market—or SoMa, as everyone calls it—is another San Francisco altogether. Once heavily industrial, 
the sprawling district evolved into a major centre for museums, arts, restaurants and nightlife. It also has its 
own important LGBTQ+ history, particularly around the city’s leather and kink communities.

And then there’s the Embarcadero, the waterfront roadway and promenade running along San Francisco Bay. 
This is where the city suddenly seems to open toward the water, with piers, ferries and views across the Bay 
reminding you that San Francisco isn’t merely beside the water—the water helped shape it.

That’s one of San Francisco’s great pleasures. It isn’t one city experience. It’s dozens of them packed 
remarkably close together.

And yes, some of the city’s famous hills will make you question your footwear choices along the way. Consider 
that your warning.

Yes, You Have to See the Golden Gate Bridge

There comes a point in travel when trying too hard not to be a tourist becomes exhausting.

Go see the bridge. Seriously.

The Golden Gate Bridge is famous because it deserves to be. Walk part of it, photograph it from one of the city’s 
viewpoints or simply stand there for a while and appreciate the fact that you’re looking at something you’ve 
probably seen in movies, television and photographs your entire life.



30 31 Fall/Winter 2026

Then allow yourself some other wonderfully touristy 
pleasures.

Ride one of San Francisco’s historic cable cars—the 
manually operated cars that have been climbing the 
city’s famously steep streets since the 19th century.

Explore Golden Gate Park, a huge urban park 
stretching toward the Pacific and home to gardens, 
museums, recreation areas and miles of paths. Despite 
the name, it isn’t actually beside the Golden Gate 
Bridge, another useful thing to know before you start 
walking in the wrong direction.

Head toward Fisherman’s Wharf, the lively northern 
waterfront district known for seafood, historic ships, 
attractions and views across San Francisco Bay. Within 
it, Pier 39 is famous for the California sea lions that 
have made its docks their hangout. Fisherman’s Wharf 
is also one of the areas from which visitors head out 
onto the Bay for trips toward Alcatraz.

And if Alcatraz has always fascinated you, get on the 
boat. The former federal prison sits on an island in San 
Francisco Bay and has become one of the city’s most 
recognizable visitor experiences.

Travel doesn’t award extra points for pretending iconic 
attractions aren’t fun.

San Francisco’s trick is that the famous things don’t 
have to consume the trip. You can see the postcard 
version of the city in the morning and spend the 
afternoon discovering a neighbourhood that feels 
entirely your own.

Come Hungry

San Francisco is not a city in which we’d recommend 
beginning a diet.

There are too many other plans for you.

Start in Chinatown. Follow your nose into a bakery. 
Make room for dim sum. Head into the Mission 
District and contemplate a Mission-style burrito that 
may require both hands and considerable commitment.

Then there’s sourdough, seafood from the Pacific and San Francisco Bay, neighbourhood cafés, destination 
restaurants and an enormous culinary landscape shaped by generations of people who have made the city 
home.

The pleasure isn’t simply eating well.

It’s how easily food becomes part of exploring the city.

A neighbourhood walk turns into lunch. Lunch leads to a bakery you weren’t looking for. Someone 
recommends somewhere for dinner. Dinner becomes drinks.

Suddenly you’ve planned tomorrow around eating again.

We see no problem with this.

When the City Lights Up

Fall and winter give San Francisco a different kind of energy.

You’re not coming here for a traditional Canadian winter—and frankly, that might be part of the appeal.

Instead, cooler months lend themselves beautifully to neighbourhood wandering, museums, restaurants, 
theatre and evenings exploring a city illuminated for the season.

The city’s seasonal light installations and holiday displays bring extra sparkle to neighbourhoods and public 
spaces, while Union Square—San Francisco’s central downtown shopping and hotel district—becomes one of 
the focal points for holiday activity. It’s also a useful jumping-off point for exploring nearby Chinatown, 
downtown and other parts of the city.

And unlike our Vancouver feature, nobody needs to pack ski goggles.

A jacket? Absolutely. Layers? San Francisco will teach you the importance of layers very quickly.

But that’s part of its personality too. This is a city where the weather can change as you move from one 
neighbourhood to another, which gives you another excellent excuse to stop somewhere for coffee, a cocktail or 
something delicious.

LOCAL VOICE — GOLDEN GATE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

For Aaron Boot-Haury, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Golden Gate Business Association, the Castro may be essential, but it is only the 
beginning.

“The Castro is the front door, not the whole house,” he says.

From there, he likes taking first-time queer visitors into the Mission, where he describes the community as younger, more Latinx and more mixed, before 
venturing farther afield to the Tenderloin and even across the important to Bay to Oakland. The Tenderloin is particularly San Francisco’s transgender 
history: the 1966 Compton’s Cafeteria uprising took place there three years before Stonewall. And when the weather cooperates, Boot-Haury says an 
afternoon at Dolores Park offers another glimpse into how the city’s queer community actually lives and relaxes.
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That living community is something he wishes visitors understood more 
clearly.

“People arrive expecting a rainbow theme park, a permanent party frozen 
sometime around the seventies,” he says. “What they find is a real community 
doing real work.”

Today’s queer San Francisco is more geographically spread out and more 
diverse than the postcard image suggests, encompassing business owners, 
parents, nonprofit leaders and people dealing with many of the same 
pressures facing residents everywhere. Boot-Haury believes the city’s 
history—particularly the AIDS years—also continues to shape the way people 
show up for one another.

His own idea of a great night out doesn’t necessarily require an LGBTQ+ label. 
Dinner with friends in the Mission or Hayes Valley, a good cocktail bar or live 
music in a smaller venue can be enough.

“Part of living in a city this open is that you don’t have to seek out a labelled 
space to feel comfortable.”

And for visitors exploring the Castro, his advice is simple: don’t treat it like a 
museum.

Support the queer-owned bars, bookstores, restaurants and businesses 
keeping the neighbourhood alive now.

“It’s a living community, not a monument.”

Pride Doesn’t End When the Parade Does

San Francisco Pride needs almost no introduction.

But for anyone who hasn’t experienced it, we’re talking 
about one of the world’s best-known LGBTQ+ Pride 
celebrations, rooted in a city whose queer communities 
helped reshape LGBTQ+ visibility and activism far 
beyond California.

Visiting in fall or winter means seeing something 
equally important: the LGBTQ+ community when 
nobody is building a parade float.

Pride here isn’t simply a weekend on the calendar. San 
Francisco Pride maintains public meetings and 
membership engagement throughout the year, while 
the wider queer community lives through arts, 
activism, nightlife, neighbourhood organizations, 

businesses and the countless informal spaces where people continue finding one another.

And that raises an interesting question:

What happens after everybody goes home?

Still San Francisco

Maybe that’s the answer to the question we started with.

What is San Francisco in 2026?

It’s a city that knows exactly what it has meant to LGBTQ+ people without becoming trapped by its own 
mythology.

Harvey Milk is part of the story.

The Castro is part of the story.

Pride is part of the story.

But so are the couple having coffee beside you. The drag performer getting ready for tonight’s show. The person 
who moved here six months ago and finally feels at home. The queer business owner opening the door in the 
morning. The friends laughing over dinner. And the traveller walking up an absurdly steep hill wondering why 
nobody warned them.

Actually, we warned you.

San Francisco doesn’t need to prove its queer credentials.

It earned them generations ago.

Today, you can come because that history matters to you. You can come because you’ve always wanted to walk 
through the Castro. You can come for the food, the bridge, the art, the nightlife, the neighbourhoods or simply 
because you’ve never been.

You don’t have to make it a pilgrimage. You can just come and have a fabulous time.

And perhaps that’s one of the most wonderfully queer things about San Francisco today.

Authored by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags. 
Photo credits: San Francisco Travel Association,  Marc-Antoine Hallé
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We Canadians think we know Ottawa. Parliament Hill. Government buildings. The Rideau 
Canal. Maybe a school trip somewhere in our past. But here’s the problem with thinking 
you know a city: sometimes you stop looking.

Ottawa in 2026 gives us a particularly good reason to look again.

This year marks 200 years since the founding of Bytown in 1826, and the city is celebrating throughout the year 
with Ottawa 200 programming under the theme Celebrate Together. But even that anniversary comes with an 
important reminder: Ottawa stands on the traditional, unceded territory of the Anishinaabeg Algonquin 
Peoples, whose history here stretches back long before anybody decided to call the settlement Bytown. Ottawa 
200 itself acknowledges both that much deeper Indigenous history and the complicated colonial legacy that 
followed.

So perhaps this is exactly the right year to stop reducing Ottawa to the version we think we already know.

Because yes, this is Canada’s capital. But it is also a collection of neighbourhoods, restaurants, queer spaces, 
galleries, museums, markets, local businesses, winter traditions and people who actually live here once the 
politicians go home. And that Ottawa is considerably more interesting.

The Capital You Think You Know

We’re not going to pretend Parliament Hill doesn’t matter. Of course it does.

For a first-time visitor, there is something undeniably impressive about standing in front of the Gothic Revival 
buildings that have become visual shorthand for Canada. The Hill, the surrounding national institutions and 
the Rideau Canal help give Ottawa a sense of place that no other Canadian city can quite replicate.

But don’t make the mistake of assuming that once you’ve photographed Parliament, you’ve seen Ottawa. That’s 
when the city starts getting interesting.

Sarah Laturnus, Director of Travel Media Relations at Ottawa Tourism, says the perception of Ottawa as 
primarily a government town still persists among Canadians. What surprises many visitors, she says, is just 
how vibrant, creative and active the city actually is.

Ottawa combines nationally significant museums and festivals with outdoor experiences available throughout 
the year, but perhaps more importantly, visitors can move remarkably easily between downtown, diverse 
neighbourhoods and natural spaces.

That ability to shift from the ceremonial capital to the lived-in city may be one of Ottawa’s greatest strengths.

Get Off the Hill

Ottawa changes quickly when you start walking.

Head toward the ByWard Market, one of the city’s oldest neighbourhoods and still one of its busiest gathering 
places, and Parliament begins to feel much farther away than it actually is. Nearly as old as the city itself, the 
Market mixes heritage buildings with restaurants, cafés, bars, boutiques, food vendors and nightlife. It remains 
one of the places where visitors and locals naturally collide.

Laturnus recommends that friends who have already seen Parliament continue exploring the downtown core 
rather than immediately leaving it behind. Public art, monuments, murals, museums and cultural attractions 
sit within easy walking distance, while the ByWard Market and Sparks Street add restaurants, shopping and 
entertainment to the mix.

From there, Ottawa starts opening up neighbourhood by neighbourhood.

Centretown, immediately south of downtown, is densely populated, energetic and home to Ottawa’s Village 
along Bank Street. Restaurants, independent shops, murals, bars and queer nightlife give the area a personality 
that feels decidedly less governmental than anything you may have imagined before arriving.

Further south, the Glebe and Old Ottawa South follow the Rideau Canal and Bank Street through 
neighbourhoods filled with cafés, boutiques, heritage homes and Lansdowne Park, where sports, concerts, 
markets and events keep the area busy throughout the year.

Head west and Wellington West combines Hintonburg and Wellington Village into one of Ottawa’s most 
walkable areas for independent shopping, restaurants, cocktails, cafés and public art. Ottawa Tourism calls it 
one of the city’s trendiest neighbourhoods, but it still feels very much like somewhere people actually live 
rather than somewhere created for visitors.

Laturnus singles out Hintonburg in particular as a neighbourhood that can surprise visitors. Its galleries, 
boutiques, breweries and restaurants reveal what she describes as Ottawa’s entrepreneurial and artistic spirit—
a contemporary, diverse and distinctly local side of the capital.
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Then there’s Westboro, farther west again, with upscale 
boutiques, restaurants and cafés alongside easy access 
to the Ottawa River. In winter, nearby pathways 
become part of the city’s cross-country skiing 
landscape.

None of these areas needs to become a checklist. That 
isn’t the point. The point is that Ottawa makes far more 
sense once you stop thinking of it as a collection of 
national monuments and start experiencing it as a 
collection of neighbourhoods.

Ottawa Is Queerer Than You Might Think

Here is another assumption worth retiring: queer 
Ottawa does not begin and end with Capital Pride.

Ottawa Tourism now describes the city as one shaped 
by queer and trans history, activism and community 
life, and its current queer travel resources extend well 
beyond nightlife. There are queer-owned and queer-
friendly businesses, artisan markets, daytime 
programming, community gatherings and events 
throughout the year.

The geographic heart of much of that history remains 
Ottawa’s Village, centred along Bank Street in 
Centretown. But, as with Vancouver and San Francisco, 
a queer community is never really confined to a few 
blocks.

Callie Metler, Executive Director of Capital Pride, says 
that after Pride it is actually difficult to identify one 
particular place where Ottawa’s queer energy lives—
and that is precisely the point.

Want to play sports? There’s a queer group. Find a 
book club? Do some gardening? Volunteer? Learn 
about queer history? See art? Make crafts? Go hiking? 
Learn to knit? Ottawa’s queer community is organizing 
around all of it.

Metler says LGBTQ+ visitors are often pleasantly 
surprised by how welcoming the community is. 
Regardless of where someone comes from or who they 
are, she says, there are people ready to welcome them 
into the community.

Visitors wanting to experience that community 
beyond nightlife can find sports clubs, craft 
circles, knitting and book clubs, dodgeball and 
Dungeons & Dragons, along with spaces such as 
the Trans Library and Kind Space, both of which 
offer regular weekly programming.

That doesn’t mean Ottawa has forgotten how to 
throw a party.

Bars including Lookout and T’s regularly host 
drag shows and queer events, while events such 
as FruitCake, Naked Boys Reading, Hot Stuff and 
Queer Latin Dancing add to the calendar. Be 
Proud, LezGo and Pass the Vibes Collective are 
among the groups organizing regular events 
across the city.

Visitors can also support queer-owned 
businesses including Bread By Us, Stroked Ego, 
Arlington Five, Lookout, T’s, Art House Cafe and 
1 in 10. And, as Metler rather practically points 
out, anyone visiting “for a good time, not a long 
time” can also stop by MAX Ottawa for sexual 
health services.

It exists wherever people gather: at drag shows, 
in cafés, at arts events, at breweries, in 
community organizations, at neighbourhood 
businesses, at a Queers & Beers gathering on a 
September evening, and in the ordinary 
moments when nobody is putting on a festival 
and people are simply living their lives.

Capital Pride had barely packed away this 
summer’s festival when this issue went into 
production. The 2026 celebration ran August 
22–30, filling the capital with performances, 
community events, a Bank Street street festival 
and the annual parade.

But for a Fall/Winter issue, the more interesting 
question is what happens next. The answer 
appears to be: quite a lot.

There is also something distinctive about being 
queer in the national capital. Metler is careful 
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not to speak for everyone, noting that individuals will 
experience that differently. But she does identify one 
particular tension: national issues occupy enormous 
space here.

Queer people in Ottawa can find themselves expected 
to have answers to both local and national issues, while 
getting people to pay attention to what is happening 
locally can actually become more difficult because so 
much attention is directed toward the federal level.

And when Pride eventually rolls around again?

Metler regularly calls it her favourite weekend of the 
year. Capital Pride may organize the official festival 
programming, but hundreds of other events happen 
throughout the lead-up and festival itself as the wider 
community shows up in its own way.

“There truly is nothing like Pride in Ottawa,” she says.

When Ottawa Turns Up the Colour

Before winter takes over, Ottawa gets one glorious 
autumn act.

Fall here can be spectacular. The stone buildings of 
Parliament suddenly sit against brilliant reds, oranges 
and yellows. The Rideau Canal becomes a corridor for 
walking and cycling beneath changing trees. The city’s 
pathways invite longer walks before the cold sets in, 
while the nearby Gatineau Hills turn into one of the 
region’s most photographed autumn landscapes.

Fall Rhapsody celebrates that colour across the 
National Capital Region each October, encouraging 
people into parks, pathways, the Greenbelt and 
Gatineau Park.

And fall may actually be one of Ottawa’s best 
opportunities to wander without an agenda. Grab 
coffee, walk the canal, explore a neighbourhood, find 
lunch somewhere you weren’t looking for, spend the 
afternoon in a gallery or museum, then head back 
outside because the leaves look too good to waste.

For Jeremy Dias, Ottawa is found at the intersection of 

queer history, activism, dialogue and politics, grounded by what he describes as a surprisingly rich local 
cultural scene.

And when he wants to feel connected to the city, he walks.

A route from Chinatown through Little Italy and on to the ByWard Market connects him not simply to places 
but to food and the local people encountered along the way.

Visitors, he says, can easily miss some of Ottawa’s local creative magic. The Gladstone Theatre, Great Canadian 
Theatre Company and Ottawa Art Gallery are among the places he points to, along with hyper-local initiatives 
such as Fairy Cowboy Tours.

It’s another version of Ottawa that doesn’t necessarily announce itself from Parliament Hill. You have to go 
looking for it.

Then Winter Arrives—and Ottawa Doesn’t Hide From It

Ottawa does not approach winter delicately; it commits. The temperatures drop, snow arrives and scarves 
become serious equipment, but instead of collectively pretending none of this is happening, the city goes 
outside.

The most famous example is the Rideau Canal Skateway, the frozen section of the historic canal that, when 
weather and ice conditions cooperate, becomes one of Canada’s most recognizable winter experiences. It is 
important to say when conditions cooperate: opening dates and skating conditions depend entirely on weather 
and safe ice thickness, so travellers should always check current conditions before planning around it.

But skating is only one part of winter here.

Cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, outdoor skating and winter walking all become part of the region’s seasonal 
rhythm.

Laturnus says fall and winter bring out some of Ottawa’s most distinctive qualities. Autumn means spectacular 
colour along the Ottawa River and throughout the Greenbelt alongside a busy cultural calendar. Winter 
transforms the capital into what she calls a true Canadian destination, where outdoor activities and seasonal 
celebrations encourage visitors to embrace rather than escape the season.

If she had only one weekend to show someone Ottawa in fall or winter, she would make sure some of it was 
spent outside—walking the river pathways during autumn, exploring the Greenbelt or experiencing one of 
Ottawa’s signature winter activities. That connection between nature and urban life, she says, is fundamental to 
the city’s character.

And when you’ve reached the point where your eyelashes seem to be negotiating separately with the weather, 
Ottawa also happens to have an excellent supply of cafés, restaurants, galleries and museums waiting indoors.

Dias has an immediate answer for cold-weather Ottawa: museums and art galleries. They become, in his words, 
perfect and inspiring escapes when the temperature drops.

Winter here isn’t something to survive until spring. It’s something the city has learned to use.
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The Holidays Get a Little Extra Sparkle

Fall and winter also bring a different atmosphere once 
the holiday season arrives.

The Glebe’s Lansdowne area hosts the Ottawa 
Christmas Market, bringing lights, vendors, food and 
seasonal programming into one of the city’s most active 
neighbourhoods.

Elsewhere in the region, holiday light experiences and 
seasonal attractions give visitors plenty of excuses to 
bundle up and head outside after dark.

The trick is not to turn Ottawa into a Christmas 
postcard. The city still works beautifully after the 
decorations come down. But during the darkest months 
of the year, Ottawa seems to understand that a few 
thousand—or a few million—lights never hurt anybody.

If Museums Make You Think of Grade 8, 
Try Again

Ottawa has seven of Canada’s nine national museums.

Yes, seven.

Before you begin having flashbacks to a school field trip 
where somebody handed you a worksheet and told you 
to stay with your group, hear us out. Being an adult 
changes museums considerably.

Nobody is making you complete the questions.

You can spend an afternoon with Canadian and 
Indigenous history, art, aviation, nature, science, war 
history or archaeology and leave whenever you’ve had 
enough culture for one day. And in January, spending a 
couple of hours indoors suddenly becomes even more 
attractive.

Ottawa’s museums also reinforce something important 
about the city: being Canada’s capital gives visitors 
access to national stories and collections that simply 
aren’t gathered together anywhere else in the country.

So yes, go to a museum. You’re allowed to enjoy it this 
time.

Come Hungry

Ottawa may not have one food shorthand as obvious as Vancouver’s sushi or San Francisco’s Mission burrito, 
and that may actually work in its favour.

The city’s food scene reflects the communities that make up the region.

ByWard Market makes an easy starting point, with restaurants, cafés, food vendors and the original kiosk of a 
certain deep-fried Canadian pastry that has become practically inseparable from visiting Ottawa.

And yes, we mean BeaverTails. You are allowed to eat one; your tourist dignity will survive.

Beyond the Market, Ottawa’s neighbourhoods bring entirely different flavours. Chinatown centres a 
multicultural restaurant and shopping district along Somerset Street West. Little Italy runs through Preston 
Street with Italian restaurants, cafés and bars alongside an increasingly diverse mix of cuisines. Wellington 
West has become particularly strong for restaurants, bakeries, craft beer and cocktails.

The city also sits surprisingly close to its agricultural surroundings. Ottawa Tourism notes that the region has 
access to products from more than 1,000 farms, feeding farmers’ markets and helping shape a food scene that 
ranges from casual neighbourhood spots to fine dining.

For Dias, food is inseparable from the way he experiences Ottawa. His walks between Chinatown, Little Italy 
and the ByWard Market are as much about what—and where—he eats as the neighbourhoods themselves. The 
local people encountered along the way are part of the experience.

But as always, we’re not interested in handing you a restaurant directory. Ask somebody who lives here where 
they eat, then ask someone else. If they disagree passionately, you’re probably getting closer to somewhere 
good.

Ottawa at 200: Not Finished Yet

September 26, 2026 marks 200 years since the founding of Bytown.

Ottawa 200 is using the anniversary to look back, but the more interesting question might be where the city 
goes next.

The official bicentennial programming includes Indigenous-, community- and artist-led projects alongside 
major celebrations, and explicitly acknowledges that the story of Ottawa did not begin in 1826.

That matters.

Anniversaries can easily become exercises in nostalgia. Ottawa has an opportunity to use this one differently—
to celebrate without pretending its history was simple, to recognize communities whose stories were pushed 
aside, and to ask what kind of capital it wants to become for the next century.

Laturnus hopes 2026 visitors discover a city that has become more dynamic, diverse and confident in its own 
identity. In just the past decade, she points to significant growth in Ottawa’s culinary scene, cultural offerings, 
neighbourhood experiences and major events.
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History remains central to Ottawa’s story, but it now 
exists alongside a modern city shaped by creativity, 
innovation and increasingly diverse communities.

Dias’s own reason for staying offers a much more 
personal version of the same evolution. He originally 
came to Ottawa for university. He stayed because of the 
community he built here.

A queer traveller might answer the question differently 
from a historian. An Algonquin resident differently 
again. An artist, newcomer, chef or longtime Ottawa 
local would each tell another version.

Maybe that’s exactly the point. There isn’t one Ottawa. 
There never really was.

Maybe We Didn’t Know Ottawa After All

Perhaps the biggest surprise about Ottawa is how 
quickly the capital-city image starts slipping away once 
you spend actual time here.

Yes, Parliament is still there. So is the canal. The 
museums aren’t going anywhere.

But somewhere between Bank Street and ByWard 
Market, Chinatown and Hintonburg, autumn leaves 
and winter skates, a queer gathering and a late dinner, 
Ottawa begins becoming something considerably more 
personal: a neighbourhood instead of a landmark, a 
conversation instead of a tour, a city instead of a 
capital.

And in the year Ottawa turns 200, maybe that’s the 
most interesting reason to visit.

Not because we already know what Ottawa is.

Because there is still so much of it we haven’t bothered 
to meet yet.

Authored by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags. 
Photo credits: Ottawa Tourism
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Sashay Your 
Way Down 
Ottawa 
Street
Hamilton’s Coziest Street for Shopping, 
Sipping & Supporting Local
Some neighbourhoods ask you to arrive with a shopping list.

Ottawa Street invites you to forget it.

Located in Hamilton’s east end, this vibrant neighbourhood has quietly earned a 
reputation as one of Ontario’s favourite destinations for independent shopping, vintage 
treasures, welcoming cafés and local businesses that genuinely enjoy getting to know 
their customers. It’s the kind of place where every storefront has a personality, every 
conversation feels authentic and every visit uncovers something you somehow missed 
the last time.

Historically known as Hamilton’s fabric district, 
Ottawa Street North stretches from Main Street to 
Barton Street and has evolved over decades without 
losing the independent character that made it 
distinctive in the first place. Fabric and textile shops 
still share the street with antique dealers, vintage 
stores, home décor businesses, cafés, restaurants, 
galleries, movement studios and an increasingly 
eclectic collection of specialty shops and services.

Stephanie Weiler of the Ottawa Street BIA describes it 
as “unpretentious, a little gritty, proudly local, and 
deeply creative.”

That relaxed spirit becomes even more noticeable 
during the fall and winter months.

As temperatures cool, Ottawa Street trades summer 
patios for cozy cafés, warm window displays and 
independent shops filled with thoughtful gifts, 
handcrafted finds and one-of-a-kind treasures. Street-
pole icicles and snowflakes appear overhead, trees in 
the parkettes sparkle with white lights and illuminated 
buildings add warmth once those shorter winter days 
turn dark.

Instead of rushing through crowded shopping centres, 
visitors are encouraged to slow down, wander at their 
own pace and enjoy an afternoon where the journey is 
just as enjoyable as anything they might take home.

For 2SLGBTQIA+ travellers, Ottawa Street offers 
something many destinations strive for but few truly 
achieve—an atmosphere where everyone simply feels 
welcome. Individuality isn’t something promoted with 
a slogan. It’s woven naturally into the neighbourhood 
through the people who own businesses here, the 
customers who return week after week and the 
remarkable mix of people who use the street every day.

At Foster Living, a team of community-focused real 
estate agents who also live nearby, they describe 
Ottawa Street simply as “such a blend of humans,” 
encompassing an enormous range of households, 
personalities and points of view.
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Joe Johnson, owner of MacTini Bar, sees that same community spirit every day. His gluten-free mac-and-
cheese restaurant also intentionally provides a welcoming space for LGBTQIA+ customers and people in the 
celiac community. “Everyone supports and lifts each other up,” he says. “We are just a space where joy lives.”

Johnson says Ottawa Street’s unique vibe and tight-knit community were part of what drew him here in the 
first place. One of his favourite things is remarkably simple: seeing people walking the street, saying hello and 
actually knowing their neighbours.

One visit quickly explains why so many Hamilton residents recommend Ottawa Street to friends and family. 
It’s not because of one landmark. It’s because of the experience.

A Street Built on Independent Spirit

Chain stores have their place. Ottawa Street chose a different path.

Independent boutiques, antique stores, specialty retailers, cafés, restaurants and creative entrepreneurs have 
shaped a neighbourhood where doing business can feel more like participating in a community than simply 
completing a transaction.

The BIA calls Ottawa Street Hamilton’s Destination for Inspiration, and it isn’t difficult to understand why. 
Within a relatively short walk, you might find upholstery fabric, a mid-century lamp, a vintage rug, specialty 
food, a record, locally made gifts and a very good cup of coffee. As Weiler puts it, a shopping mall is designed 
for sameness. Ottawa Street has been shaped “by accident and intention” over decades. That independent spirit 
extends well beyond retail.

Foster Living chose the street precisely because its agents wanted to be accessible to the neighbourhood rather 
than tucked away in a conventional real-estate office. Their space isn’t built around trying to sell something to 
everyone who walks through the door. They encourage people to stop in, ask questions and talk about housing, 
the economy and Hamilton’s history.

Their original motivation was considerably less corporate. They lived nearby—and, as they put it, they hated 
the fluorescent lighting at the RE/MAX office.

That kind of personality is very Ottawa Street.

At Orangetree Boutique, owners John and Marian Weide describe the neighbourhood as a kind of “Treasure 
District”—somewhere people come precisely because they don’t know what they are going to find. “There is 
something for so many different tastes and interests,” Marian says. “You never quite know what you’re going to 
discover.”

Rather than racing from one destination to another, visitors naturally begin exploring without much of an 
agenda. A vintage shop leads to a bookstore. A bookstore leads to a café. A coffee break becomes another stroll, 
and suddenly an afternoon has disappeared in the best possible way.

Shopping That Feels Personal

One of the pleasures of Ottawa Street is never quite knowing what you’ll discover next.

Perhaps it’s the antique you’ve been searching for 
without realizing it. Maybe it’s a locally crafted piece of 
art, a handmade candle, vintage clothing, specialty 
foods or the perfect gift for someone who seems 
impossible to shop for.

The holiday season only adds to that experience.

At Orangetree Boutique, where shoppers browse 
women’s clothing, jewellery, purses and accessories, 
Marian says the personal service itself often surprises 
first-time visitors. Rather than simply pointing 
someone toward a rack, the staff spend time finding out 
what the customer actually wants.

She also enjoys the way Ottawa Street changes with the 
seasons. Fall brings renewed interest in clothing, 
decorating and the home, while winter shifts the mood 
toward holiday gifts, meeting friends and spending 
time in the neighbourhood’s restaurants and cafés.

For holiday shoppers, her recommendation is 
jewellery. “There are so many different styles and price 
points,” she says. “It can be beautiful, unique and 
personal without having to spend a fortune.”

Elsewhere on the street, the definition of a holiday gift 
can be much less traditional.

The Argyle and its sister bar Malarkey offer cocktails 
alongside entertainment—the former with golf 
simulators and digital darts, the latter with dance 
parties and four enormous 22-foot shuffleboards.

Thomas Lute says the east end itself was part of the 
attraction. When The Argyle opened, he felt the 
neighbourhood was missing a good local bar. Malarkey 
followed later, creating more room for the larger 
groups The Argyle couldn’t always accommodate. Both 
venues are deliberately understated from the outside. 
“We never tire of hearing the ‘WOW’ from people who 
enter for the first time,” Lute says.

Gift cards work at either location, which means the 
recipient can choose between drinks, golf, darts or 
shuffleboard rather than another object to put under 
the tree.
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Instead of buying something that hundreds of other 
people will also unwrap, Ottawa Street encourages 
visitors to find gifts—and experiences—with stories 
behind them. Every purchase supports an independent 
business and helps strengthen the community that 
gives the street its character.

Coffee, Conversation and Comfort Food

Every memorable neighbourhood has places where 
people naturally gather. Ottawa Street has plenty of 
them.

After browsing shops and galleries, there’s something 
comforting about settling into a neighbourhood café 
with a warm drink while watching people continue 
their afternoon outside. Others prefer lingering over 
lunch, sharing dessert or discovering a bakery that 
quickly becomes a reason to return.

The cooler months seem perfectly suited to this slower 
rhythm. A steaming latte after exploring the street. 
Fresh pastries on a crisp autumn morning. Homemade 
soup on a rainy afternoon.

Or, apparently, a Peppermint Espresso Martini.

At MacTini Bar, the holidays bring seasonal menu 
additions, including the return of Johnson’s favourite 
festive cocktail. The restaurant’s playful personality 
reflects much of what works about Ottawa Street itself: 
the atmosphere may look polished, but nobody takes 
themselves too seriously. “We are not as fancy as the 
tablecloths suggest,” Johnson jokes.

His advice for someone trying to squeeze Ottawa Street 
into a busy day is equally straightforward: “You should 
miss your next appointment so you can spend more 
time here.”

The Foster Living team has its own survival 
recommendation for a long day on the street: the Green 
Smoothie at Ottawa Street Farmers Market, which they 
say has carried them through more than a few long 
days at the office.

Because that’s another part of Ottawa Street’s appeal. 

The food, the shops and the businesses matter, but so do the conversations that start unexpectedly on the 
sidewalk with someone you didn’t know five minutes earlier.

A Neighbourhood That Still Feels Like One

Perhaps the greatest compliment you can give Ottawa Street is that it doesn’t feel designed for tourists. It feels 
designed for the people who live here.

That is evident at the Ottawa Street Farmers Market, where the community feeling is described as “almost like 
family.” Businesses shop from one another, share each other’s social posts and send customers down the street 
when someone else has exactly what they need.

Even four-legged visitors are part of the experience—the market regularly receives calls asking whether dogs 
are welcome. They are.

The market itself has deep roots in the neighbourhood. When the former Centre Mall was closing, farmers 
wanted to remain nearby, helping establish a market that continues to operate seasonally on Ottawa Street. Its 
regular season winds down November 28, finishing with Christmas at the Market.

Visitors with only a short amount of time are encouraged to grab coffee at Pinkies Coffee Co., browse the 
market, have lunch with one of the vendors or continue on to nearby neighbourhood favourites such as Simply 
Italian Bakery or Dora’s.

Foster Living adds another suggestion for anyone interested in the street’s long relationship with fabric and 
home décor: head upstairs at Fabricland. They describe its second floor as a “time capsule” for anyone 
interested in bringing a little of the past into their home.

But an hour may be optimistic. The BIA’s suggested afternoon involves coffee, galleries, records, antiques, 
specialty shops, lunch or dinner, textiles and perhaps even a sewing, craft or movement class.

The final instruction? Start making note of what you'll want to come back for. 

When the Street Lights Up

Fall and winter bring their own rhythm to Ottawa Street.

The street’s seasonal calendar begins with Halloween Haunt on October 31, followed by Hamilton Day 
Weekend from October 30 to November 1, including a shop-local celebration and a Triple C Farms petting zoo 
on October 31. Then comes Holiday Cheer on December 5, when shopping deals, gift wrapping, horse-drawn 
carriage rides, Santa photos and complimentary hot chocolate turn the street into something considerably 
more festive.

Individual businesses create their own reasons to return as well. Foster Living’s fall and winter NO DUMB 
QUESTIONS series brings industry professionals into the neighbourhood for themed learning sessions on the 
last Thursday of each month.

But the real charm isn’t any single event. It’s walking the street as daylight fades, seeing the lights come on, 
ducking into another shop because something in the window caught your attention and realizing you’ve been 
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there much longer than planned.

Lute says that’s one of his favourite things about the 
colder months: simply walking the street and moving 
between candlemakers, cheese shops, the antique mall, 
vintage stores, bars and restaurants.

“It’s a street that offers it all,” he says, “run by 
passionate small business owners.”

More Than a Shopping Street

Visitors are simply welcomed into an experience that 
already exists. Whether you’re browsing antiques, 
discovering local makers, warming up in a café, 
wandering through the farmers market, sharing 
cocktails, asking a real-estate agent about Hamilton 
history or chatting with business owners who genuinely 
love what they do, Ottawa Street reminds us that some 
of the most memorable travel experiences happen far 
from the biggest attractions.

Sometimes they happen on a neighbourhood street 
where people still greet one another by name, 
recommend the business next door and take pride in 
building a community worth sharing.

The BIA says visitors frequently leave saying the same 
thing: “I had no idea this was here.”

That might be the best possible description of Ottawa 
Street. Come without the shopping list. You’ll probably 
leave with one anyway. And more than likely, it will 
include everything you didn’t have time to discover the 
first time.

Authroed by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags

Photo credits: Ottawa Street BIA and contributing members 

Kingston's vibrant 2SLGBTQ+ Film Fest 
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The kids are checking the time. The moms are just 
getting started.
At some point on a family holiday, the roles reverse. Suddenly, you’re the one asking your mother where she’s 
going, who she’s going with and what time she plans to be back. She looks at you as though you’ve become 
terribly uptight and suggests you relax.

Welcome to We Brought Our Moms, a new travel series following Jay, 59, and Kayla Logan, in her early 30s, as 
they head out into the world with their mothers — and discover that somewhere along the way, the children 
may have become the responsible adults.

The premise sounds simple enough: four people, two generations, new destinations and a shared curiosity 
about the places and people they encounter.

Then you meet the moms.

Kelly, in her 60s, enjoys a drink, a party and apparently sees little reason for a good evening to end simply 
because everyone else has started discussing tomorrow morning.

Lynne is 80 and doesn’t drink at all. Do not mistake that for predictability. Lynne has a tendency to wander off, 
get lost and potentially reappear considerably later than anticipated. “I’m just going for a little walk” may 
therefore be treated less as a statement and more as the beginning of a developing situation.

Between Kelly finding the party and Lynne finding her own way, Jay and Kayla may spend considerably more 
time keeping track of their mothers than anyone anticipated. Funny how that works.

Four Travellers, Two Generations

Jay grew up in Toronto and now calls Northern Ontario home. As Executive Director of Pride Radio Canada, 
much of his work connects him with people across the LGBTQ+ community and the stories they have to tell. 
That curiosity follows him when he travels. He wants to see the sights, certainly, but also taste the food, meet 
the locals and find the stories that don’t necessarily appear in a tourism brochure.

At 59, he might reasonably have expected to travel without having to ask, “Has anyone seen my mother?”

That expectation may need adjusting.

Kayla brings a different generation and perspective to the group. A content creator with an online community 
numbering in the hundreds of thousands, she is accustomed to sharing stories through video and social media 
— and having a camera nearby could prove particularly useful when someone later insists, “That is not what 
happened.”

Jay and Kayla will have their own ideas about what to explore, but this isn’t a trip where the moms are simply 
coming along for the ride. Kelly and Lynne get an equal say.That could be where things get interesting. The 
Love Is Unconditional. The Questions May Not Be.

Beneath the humour sits something considerably more important. These are two LGBTQ+ adults travelling 

By Geordie Stephens

We Brought Our Moms
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with mothers who love and support them for exactly who they are.

There was no requirement to earn that acceptance, conceal parts of themselves or wonder whether telling their 
mothers the truth might cost them their families. The love was already there. That is what every LGBTQ+ child 
deserves. It does not, however, mean these mothers will always know the perfect thing to say.

Travelling introduces people to lives, communities and experiences they may never have encountered before, 
and sometimes curiosity arrives before the perfectly worded question does. There may be moments when Jay 
or Kayla has to interrupt with, “Mom, you cannot ask someone that.” And those moments may prove just as 
interesting as the perfectly planned ones.

There is an enormous difference between asking something because you have already decided what you think 
of someone and asking because you genuinely want to understand them. Kelly and Lynne are curious. They 
listen. They are willing to learn, to be corrected and to keep the conversation going.

For Jay and Kayla, that means watching their mothers encounter communities that matter to them. For the 
rest of us, it offers something rarely shown in queer travel stories: LGBTQ+ adults experiencing the world 
alongside parents who aren’t merely tolerating their lives but participating in them. And occasionally 
embarrassing them. As mothers do.

The Destination Is Only Half the Story

There will, of course, be places worth travelling for.

The four will explore local food and culture, LGBTQ+ communities, neighbourhoods and the experiences that 
give a destination its personality. Famous attractions aren’t forbidden, but neither are the little restaurant 
recommended over coffee, the unexpected neighbourhood or the local who changes the day’s plans with one 
sentence: “You have to go here.”

Travelling across generations should make those discoveries particularly interesting.

What appeals to someone in their early 30s may not be what catches the attention of someone who is 80. One 
person may want another hour exploring while somebody else has found the nearest chair. And just when 
everyone assumes they know who will want the early night, Kelly may still be wondering why anyone is 
discussing tomorrow when tonight is going perfectly well.

Those differences are part of the point.

Can everyone enjoy the same destination differently? Where do generations overlap? What surprises them? 
Where do queer travellers feel genuinely welcome? What happens when four people arrive with four different 
ideas of what makes a place worth visiting?

And perhaps most importantly: what happens that nobody planned at all?

Because family trips have a habit of producing their best stories somewhere between the itinerary and reality.

So, Whose Idea Was This Again?

Over the coming adventures, Jay, Kayla, Kelly and Lynne will take us with them as they discover new places, 
meet new people and inevitably learn a little more about one another.

There will be food. There will be queer community. There will be local discoveries and different generations 
looking at the same destination through very different eyes.

There will probably also be at least one moment when two grown adults finally understand exactly what their 
mothers went through raising them.

The moms spent years keeping track of their children. Now the children get their turn.

Kelly, last call means last call.

Lynne, please send your location.

Authored by & Photo credits: Geordie Stephens 

Kayla Logan is a content creator and can be found on Instagram at @kaylaloganblog, on Facebook at Kayla 
Logan Blog, and on YouTube at Kayla Logan.

Geordie Stephens is part of Pride Radio Canada and can be found through prideradiocanada.com.
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Gay-Away to Victoria, It’s Not Just For Old Queens 

Pack Less, travel more and leave room for the fabulous finds. That should be 
your mantra. 

We’ve all done it. Packed six pairs of shoes for a four-day getaway. Stuffed a suitcase so full you practically had 

to sit on it to zip it closed. Then returned home wearing the same three outfits while wondering why you hauled 

half your closet across the country. a perfect weekend that’s part seaside daydream, part spirited exploration, 

and part queer-inflected social life without Ever Hard Work, Victoria fits that bill with ease. 

The secret to smart travel isn’t packing more—it’s packing better. Whether you’re heading to Vancouver, New 

York, San Francisco or a cozy winter escape closer to home, a little planning can make travelling lighter, easier 

and a whole lot less stressful.

Start with the Forecast

Before you unzip your suitcase, check the weather for your destination—not just once, but a few days before 

you leave. Fall and winter weather can change quickly, especially in Canada. One day may call for sunglasses, 

while the next brings snow, freezing rain or strong winds. Knowing what to expect helps you pack with 

confidence instead of preparing for every possible weather scenario.

Suitcase Slay
Pack Less, Travel More
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Layers Are Your Best Friend

The smartest travellers know one secret: layers. Instead of 

packing bulky sweaters for every day, choose clothing that 

works together. A T-shirt, long-sleeve shirt, light sweater 

and waterproof jacket can be mixed and matched 

depending on the temperature.

Choose a simple colour palette so everything coordinates. 

Neutral colours with one or two favourite accent pieces 

give you plenty of outfit combinations without filling your 

suitcase. The bonus? Layering keeps you comfortable 

whether you’re strolling through a chilly outdoor market 

or warming up inside a café, museum or theatre.

Shoes Matter More Than You Think

Shoes take up more room than almost anything else in 

your luggage. Wear your bulkiest pair while travelling and 

pack only one or two additional pairs that you’ll actually 

use.

Comfort should always win over fashion if you’re planning 

long days of sightseeing. A city is much more enjoyable 

when your feet aren’t begging for mercy after lunch. If 

you’re travelling somewhere snowy or wet, waterproof 

footwear can make all the difference.

Don’t Forget Your Carry-On MVPs

Think of your carry-on as your travel survival kit.

Keep medications, travel documents, chargers, 

headphones, valuables and a change of clothes with you. If 

your checked luggage is delayed, you’ll still have the 

essentials to enjoy the first day of your trip.

A reusable water bottle, lip balm, moisturizer and a 

portable phone charger can also make long travel days 

much more comfortable—especially during the dry winter 

months.

Leave Room for Souvenirs

Here’s a packing tip seasoned travellers swear by: don’t fill 

your suitcase before you leave.

Whether it’s local artwork, a fabulous jacket, holiday 

treats or something you simply couldn’t resist, chances are 

you’ll come home with more than you left with.

Leaving a little extra space now saves you from wrestling 

with an overstuffed suitcase—or paying unexpected 

baggage fees on the way home.

Pack Smart, Travel Fabulous

Packing cubes, compression bags or simple zippered 

organizers won’t magically make your suitcase bigger, but 

they can make it much easier to stay organized. Keep 

similar items together, separate clean clothes from 

laundry and you’ll spend less time digging through your 

luggage looking for that one black T-shirt you know you 

packed. Remember, every item should earn its place in 

your suitcase. If you look at something and think, “I might 

wear this…” there’s a good chance it can stay home. Travel 

is about collecting memories, not hauling baggage.

So pack with confidence, leave a little room for 

adventure—and maybe just enough space for that 

irresistible souvenir you’ll absolutely convince yourself 

you needed all along. After all, the best thing you’ll bring 

home isn’t what fit in your suitcase. It’s the stories you’ll 

be telling long after you’ve unpacked. worth retelling. For 

queer travellers who value nuance, connection, and 

seaside calm with a cheeky wink, Victoria feels like a 

secret handshake shared among friends who know a great 

thing when they find it. Victoria may not shout. But it 

doesn’t have to — you’ll hear it in the breeze.

Compiled by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags. 

Photo credits: Peter Chirkov, Monstera Prodcution, Temur Weber, 
Kendel Media, Gustavo Fring 
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Gay-Away to Victoria, It’s Not Just For Old Queens 

From fall colours to winter wonderlands, capture travel photos you’ll love 
sharing.

Autumn’s brilliant colours. Sparkling holiday lights. Snow-covered streets that look like something out of a 

movie. Fall and winter offer some of the most beautiful travel photography opportunities of the year.

The best part? You don’t need a professional camera, expensive equipment or years of photography experience 

to capture them. With a few simple tricks—and the smartphone already in your pocket—you can turn seasonal 

moments into memories you’ll be proud to share and even happier to look back on.

Light Is Everything

Before you unzip your suitcase, check the weather for your destination—not just once, but a few days before 

you leave. Fall and winter weather can change quickly, especially in Canada. One day may call for sunglasses, 

while the next Professional photographers will tell you the same thing: great photography starts with great 

light.

Whenever possible, head out during the first hour after sunrise or the last hour before sunset. Known as the 

“golden hour,” this softer light creates warmer colours, fewer harsh shadows and more flattering portraits.

Strike a Pose
There's Nothing to it
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Travelling after dark? Don’t put your phone away. Holiday 

lights, illuminated streets, festivals and city skylines often 

create some of the most magical photos of the season. 

snow, freezing rain or strong winds. Knowing what to 

expect helps you pack with confidence instead of 

preparing for every possible weather scenario.

Snow Can Fool Your Camera

Fresh snow reflects a lot of light, and your phone may try 

to compensate by making the image darker than it should 

be.

Before taking your photo, tap on the brightest part of the 

screen to set the focus. If your camera allows it, slightly 

increase the exposure to help keep snow looking bright 

white instead of dull grey. It’s a small adjustment that can 

make a surprisingly big difference.

Get In the Picture

Have you ever come home from an amazing trip only to 

realize you’re missing from almost every photo?

Don’t spend your vacation hiding behind the camera. Ask 

another traveller to take your picture. Use your phone’s 

timer. Bring a small travel tripod. Take a selfie once in a 

while. The places you visit are beautiful—but years from 

now, you’ll probably care even more about remembering 

who was there.

Look Beyond the Landmark

Of course you’ll photograph famous attractions—but don’t 

stop there. Sometimes the best memories come from the 

little things: a colourful café, a quiet side street, fresh 

pastries in a bakery window, steam rising from a cup of 

hot chocolate or laughter shared with friends while 

wandering through a neighbourhood.

Those everyday moments often tell a richer story than 

another photo of a building everyone has already seen 

online.essentials to enjoy the first day of your trip.

Keep Your Phone Happy

Cold weather can drain your phone’s battery much faster 

than you might expect. Keep your phone tucked inside 

your coat pocket when you’re not using it to help keep it 

warm, and consider carrying a portable charger if you’ll be 

outdoors for several hours.

If you’ve been outside in freezing temperatures, give your 

phone a few minutes to adjust when you move indoors. 

Sudden temperature changes can create condensation that 

may affect electronic devices.

Don’t Forget to Put the Camera Down

Every unforgettable trip deserves great photos—but it also 

deserves your full attention. Take the picture. Then put 

your phone away.

Watch the snow fall. Listen to the street musician. Wander 

through the holiday market. Enjoy dinner without 

photographing every bite. Laugh with your travel 

companions.

Some of life’s best memories aren’t measured by likes or 

comments. They’re measured by how they made you feel. 

Travel photography isn’t about creating a perfect social 

media feed. It’s about capturing moments that make you 

smile every time you see them.

So strike a pose… because there’s nothing to it (Well… 

there is a little bit to it—at least if you paid attention to 

this article!

Compiled by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags. 

Photo credits: Ron Lach, Efrem Efre, fauxels, Cottonbro Studios, 
Muqtada Mohsen, Marko Klarlc
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Gay-Away to Victoria, It’s Not Just For Old Queens 

Travelling with medications doesn’t have to be stressful.  Preperation is 
the key.

Whether it’s PrEP, HIV medication, hormone therapy, insulin, antidepressants, supplements, an EpiPen or 

simply a daily prescription, travelling with medication is part of life for many queer Canadians. The good news? 

Airport security is used to seeing medications every day, and with a little planning, your journey can be smooth 

from check-in to arrival. The most important thing to remember is that airport security rules and border laws 

aren’t the same thing. A medication that’s perfectly legal in Canada may be restricted or even prohibited 

somewhere else, so preparation is key.

Keep It Close

Always pack your medication in your carry-on baggage, not your checked suitcase. The Canadian Air Transport 

Security Authority (CATSA) recommends keeping medications where they’re easy to access during screening. It 

also means you’ll still have them if your checked luggage is delayed or lost. Bring enough medication for your 

entire trip, plus a few extra days’ supply in case of unexpected travel delays. If your medication requires 

refrigeration, medically necessary gel or ice packs and insulated containers are permitted through security 

when declared to the screening officer.

Pack Your Pride
Not Your Panick

SUPPORT
2SLGBTQI+
YOUTH
THIS PRIDE
SEASON!

SUPPORT
2SLGBTQI+
YOUTH
THIS PRIDE
SEASON!

DONATE TODAY.
www.itgetsbettercanada.org
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Leave the Pharmacy Label On

A daily pill organizer is perfectly acceptable for airport 

security in Canada. However, if you’re travelling 

internationally, it’s smart to also bring your medication in 

its original pharmacy-labelled container whenever 

possible. The label clearly identifies the medication, shows 

that it was legally prescribed to you and can make 

conversations with customs officials much easier.

If you’re travelling with medication containing controlled 

substances, such as certain pain medications, ADHD 

medications or anti-anxiety medications, Health Canada 

has additional packaging and labelling requirements. 

These medications should remain in their original 

pharmacy packaging and may be subject to quantity 

limits.

Bring More Than Just the Pills

Carry a copy of your prescriptions or an up-to-date 

medication list that includes the medication name, dosage 

and prescribing physician or pharmacy. A doctor’s letter 

usually isn’t required for routine medications, but it can 

be helpful if you travel with injectable medications, 

syringes, medical devices or medications that could raise 

questions at customs.

Remember that some medications may attract additional 

attention in certain countries. The Government of Canada 

specifically notes that medications such as HIV PrEP, 

antidepressants and birth control may carry social stigma 

or receive additional scrutiny depending on local laws and 

customs.

Yes, Your Liquid Medication Can Come Too

Prescription and medically necessary liquid medications 

are not subject to Canada’s standard 100 mL carry-on 

liquid limit. Insulin, liquid prescriptions, eye drops, 

inhalers, cough syrup and similar medications may all be 

carried in quantities greater than 100 mL. Simply remove 

them from your bag and tell the screening officer before 

screening begins. Likewise, medically necessary ice packs, 

gel packs and diabetic supplies are permitted when 

needed to keep medication safe during travel.

Every Country Plays by Different Rules

Before travelling, check the requirements for every 

country on your itinerary, including any countries where 

you’ll be connecting. If you’re unsure whether your 

medication contains a controlled substance, ask your 

pharmacist before you leave.

A Quick Word About Cannabis

Cannabis is legal in Canada, but crossing Canada’s 

international border with cannabis is generally illegal. 

That includes recreational cannabis, medical cannabis and 

products containing CBD, unless specifically authorized by 

Health Canada under very limited circumstances. The rule 

applies whether you’re entering or leaving Canada—even if 

cannabis is legal where you’re travelling.

Medication rules can change, and every country has its 
own requirements. Before travelling, check the latest 
information from:

* Canadian Air Transport Security Authority (CATSA) — 
www.catsa-acsta.gc.ca

* Government of Canada Travel Advice and Advisories 
(Travel.gc.ca) — www.travel.gc.ca

* Health Canada — www.canada.ca

* The embassy or consulate of every country you plan to 
visit

* Your airline, if you’re travelling with medication 
requiring refrigeration or special handling.

This article is intended as general travel information and 
should not replace advice from your health-care provider 
or the official requirements of your destination.

Compiled by: The editorial team at PinkPlayMags. 
Photo credits: Gundola Vogel, Polina Tankilevitch, Franco Monsalvo
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Playful. Elegant. Unexpected.
Kingston   |   frontenacclub.com   |   613.547.6167
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Cozmic 
Compass

Fall/Winter Horoscope

As the leaves change, the sweaters 
come out and another year starts 

racing toward its finale, the universe 
apparently has opinions about what 

we should all be doing with our lives.
Who asked it? Nobody. But we’re listening anyway. This fall and 

winter bring changes in relationships, work, friendships, 
confidence and maybe a few decisions we’ve been avoiding. And 

because staying in one place isn’t always the answer, the 
occasional adventure might be written in the stars too.

♈ Aries You’ve waited long enough. Fall brings 

momentum, so make the decision and deal with the 

details afterward. If a spontaneous weekend away 

appears, say yes.

♉ Taurus  Your favourite word this season may be 

no. Protect your peace, skip obligations you never 

wanted and make room for cozy nights, good food and 

people you actually enjoy.

♊ Gemini Your brain has seventeen tabs open 

again. New conversations could lead somewhere 

interesting, but try following one before chasing 

another. A quick getaway may be exactly the reset you 

need.

♋ Cancer You don’t have to carry everyone else 

through the colder months. Make room for yourself 

too. Chosen family, comfort and the people who make 

you feel safe matter most now.

♌ Leo You were not put here to blend into beige 

wallpaper. Accept the invitation, wear the outfit and 

take the compliment. Romance gets a spark, and a 

glamorous night away won’t hurt.

♍ Virgo Your lists have lists. This season, loosen 

the grip a little. Something unexpected may work out 

better than planned, so organize what matters and 

leave room for surprise..

♎ Libra Stop over-compromising. Say what you 

actually want, especially in relationships. Romance 

gets interesting too, and a beautiful little escape could 

make things even clearer..

♏ Scorpio omething you’ve outgrown is ready to 

go. Let it. As the year winds down, clearing space 

emotionally may feel surprisingly good. A change of 

scenery could help.

♐ Sagittarius Restless again? Figure out what 

you’re actually craving before blowing up your routine. 

Adventure, freedom, new people? Once you know, 

chase it. Yes, maybe by plane.

♑ Capricorn Step away from the laptop. Your 

ambition will survive winter. Make room for friends, 

pleasure and doing absolutely nothing productive. If 

necessary, book a trip to force the issue.

♒ Aquarius An unexpected connection could 

matter more than you expect. Follow unusual 

conversations and unconventional ideas. If everyone 

else is heading one way, you’ll probably enjoy another.

♓ Pisces Your intuition is loud, so trust it. You 

already know what feels right and what doesn’t. Give 

yourself some quiet this season, preferably somewhere 

beautiful.

Whatever your sign, the months 
ahead may ask for adventure, 
boundaries, romance, rest or simply 
permission to change your mind. 
The stars can point the way, but you 
still choose the direction.

Bon Voyage


