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Dear Readers,

In the last issue I shared with you how my 
love for cinema started, and also how I look at 
my lifelong love of  movies in four stages. In 
this issue I go over the second stage, the one 
where I spent a lot of  time hanging out with 
one of  my siblings, my youngest brother. 

There are 11 years between myself  and my 
brother. He liked the movies as much as I did, 
and he was a very creative guy, so I took him 
under my wing. He was almost like a son to 
me, and I used to joke to my friends that he 
was my kid. 

We hung out together, and watched movies 
throughout the 90s, a great period for film, 
with Basic Instinct, Showgirls, The Fifth 
Element, Jurassic Park, Total Recall, Home 
Alone, Ghost, Goodfellas, and the list goes 
on. These were some very iconic movies that 
we first watched together. Sometimes we 
actually watched back-to-back movies in the 
theatre. We’d load on popcorn, get another 
drink, and see another movie. We did that 
with roller coaster rides at Wonderland as well, 
minus the popcorn and drink of  course, or 
that would have been a mess!

Another thing we both shared film-wise, 
was that we both were obsessed with horror 
movies. The scarier, the better. When I still 
lived with my family, we would stay up after 
everyone else had gone to sleep, and do 
allnighters of  creepy movies. Then I moved 
out to live downtown, but we still kept up our 
movie dates. We at least met up once every 
couple of  weeks to see a bunch of  films. 

He was an open minded guy, which he’d have 
to be if  he had me for a brother, so he came 
with me to see gay movies like To Wong Foo, 
Birdcage, and Priscilla Queen of  the Desert. 
We also liked the odd and weird movies, like 
The Cook, The Thief, His Wife, and her Lover 
(I LOVE that film).

I liked watching movies with my brother 
because he always had an opinion. We would 
spend hours discussing a film, dissecting shots 
and story arcs, and critiquing an actor or a 
role. Then he got older, he had his friends, 
I had mine, and watching movies together 
stopped as a thing for us. We still however 
discussed movies at every family gathering. 

You will notice that I have used past tense. 
That is because my brother Dori is no longer 
with us. We said goodbye to him three years 
ago, but the memories of  the time we spent 
together will last me a lifetime, and the movies 
we first saw together mean a lot to me. 

Okay I am done rambling for this issue. 
Actually, there’s one last thing, I hope you are 
enjoying the covers. I have been thinking for 
a whole year about what movies we want to 
take, satire, and recast with an LGBTQ cast. 

I hope you are enjoying our 2019 theme. 
There’s still more to come.

Happy Pride and be safe!

.

Antoine Elhashem 
Publisher 

publisher@pinkplaymags.com

From the Publisher
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Thanks for picking up Issue Two of  our 
Year of  Cinema retrospective, where we 
look at queer representation within film 
over the decades, chat with established and 
emerging individuals who have contributed 
their works, and organizations who help 
open the doors to those interested in 
pursuing their dreams in the industry. 

For our cover feature, writer Jerry Schaefer 
returns with a look at Hollywood’s queer 
representation through the years, titled, 
Queer Hollywood: From Rejection to 
Acceptance. He had a chance to chat with 
Dr. William J. Mann, author of  several 
books on Hollywood, and a Professor of  
LGBT History and Popular Culture at 
Central Connecticut State University. Our 
two other features include an exclusive 
interview with Canada’s Daniel MacIvor. 
Raymond Helkio delves into the topic of  
“What makes a Canadian film Canadian, 
what makes it queer, and can it be both 
without attempting to be either?” In our 
third feature, Michael McNeely is back 
with a look at the Vancouver Queer Film 
Festival taking place in August.

Also in this issue, our Travel Feature is 
on New York City, where an estimated 4 
million people will descend this month to 
celebrate WorldPride and Stonewall 50 
celebrations. It’s the first time this event 
is being held in the United States, and 
June 28 will mark the 50th anniversary 

of  the Stonewall Inn uprising, which many 
consider to be the beginning of  the fight 
for LGBT equality. Cat Grant caught up 
with filmmaker Chase Joynt, who had their 
latest film, Framing Agnes, recently premiere 
at the famed Tribeca Film Festival. Kelly Wilk 
continues her Community Cornerstone 
series with a spotlight on Women in Film 
and Television – Toronto. Our Fiction 
excerpt is from “Sins of  Son” the latest 
supernatural thriller novel in the Arcadia 
Trust series from Toronto author Christian 
Baines.

As always, we have an amazing list of  
Events compiled by Sherry Sylvain, the 
reflective From The Heart column by 
Mychol Scully, Horoscopes by Julie 
Antoinette, and we close out with our 
Looking Back piece written by Michael 
McNeely, who reflects back on some of  
the queer silver screen moments from the 
1950s.

Cheers to summer, and a Happy Pride to all!

Bryen Dunn 
Editor-in-Chief 

editor@pinkplaymags.com

From the Editor
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In the early days of Hollywood, queer 
characters often appeared on screen, 
in silent films, and later in “Talkies.” 

But the Great Depression hit the 
moving picture industry hard, spurring 
filmmakers to explore more outrageous 
content to lure people back into theatres.
How did queer characters survive The Code?  
To find out, I spoke with Dr. William J. Mann, 
author of  several books on Hollywood, and a 
Professor of  LGBT History and Popular Culture 
at Central Connecticut State University.

Pre-Code Freedom
As Dr. Mann’s book, Behind the Screen points out, 
many members of  the LGBTQ community 
worked in the film industry, both on screen and 
behind the scenes. In fact, he says, “Hollywood 
was a haven for people who not did not fit the 

Queer

From Rejection to Acceptance

By Jerry Schaefer 
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prescribed norms around sexuality and gender, 
or even politics.”

At first, representation of  queer characters on 
screen was less than ideal. “We do see lots of  
stories in the silent era,” says Mann, “and in 
the early sound era where we see some queer 
visibility, sometimes as the butt of  jokes, but also 
sometimes as interesting, complicated characters, 
too. Sometimes it would be the pansy who’s 
the interior decorator, so it’s very stereotypical, 
but he’s not seen as deviant, necessarily, or a 
problem. He’s somebody to laugh at, maybe, 
artistic and certainly not seen as something that 
needed to be stamped out of  society.”

Being gay or lesbian might even have given some 
actors an edge. Mann’s book Wisecracker: The 
Life and Times of  William Haines (1998) explores 
this idea. “I think that in the 1920s, people like 
Haines were so popular precisely because they 
were a little bit queer. Because, as I mentioned 
earlier, it wasn’t seen as something deviant, then. 
You watch his films from that time period and 
he was the number one box office star, but he’s 
camping it up and flitting around. He’s very, 
not quite effeminate, but certainly flamboyant. 
However, the fairy, and the non-He-Man 
become suspect after The Code, in a way that 
is not just lighthearted, not just harmless, but 
possibly dangerous.”

The Code
The Motion Picture Production Code (1930) was 
Hollywood’s attempt to police itself  (so 
Congress wouldn’t censor its movies): crime had 
to be punished on screen; no sex or nudity, and 
women had to keep at least one foot on the floor 
at all times (which prevented love scenes in bed); 
no profanity or drugs; no mocking religion; no 
glorifying violence; and no perversion, which 
included homosexuality.

“When the Production Code comes in, not only 
does it change the content of  films, but it also 
changes who’s allowed to participate in these 
films and be a part of  the creation of  these 
films,” Mann explains. Also, “the behaviour of  
homosexuals becomes suspect, so what an earlier 
audience might have seen as just harmless fun, 

a later audience is going to see as suspect or 
deviant.”

Flying Under the Radar
So, how do queer writers, directors, and actors 
function under such repression? “One of  the 
things that I teach my students is how to read 
a film, especially those made by queer directors 
when the Production Code didn’t allow them to be 
explicit on screen. So, if  you watch The Bride of  
Frankenstein — directed by a very undisguised 
gay man, James Whale — there are too many 
allegories and coded symbols to ignore. He 
clearly knew what he was doing, telling the story 
of  the monster, shunned by society, when all he 
really wanted was to be loved. It’s a brilliant piece 
of  filmmaking, and I’d say it’s one of  the earliest 
gay films, one of  the earliest queer films. It really 
has a message that queerness is persecuted, yet 
queerness can be beautiful.”

But somehow, what was obvious to some 
was not to others. “James Whales’ biographer 
was adamant about the fact that Whales’ 
homosexuality had nothing, absolutely zero, to 
do with his filmmaking, which is outrageous. 
And there are people who say The Bride of  
Frankenstein isn’t queer at all. If  you watch it and 
you don’t see the queerness of  it, then you need 
to rethink how you see the world,”Mann states.
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One of  Mann’s books, Kate: The Woman Who Was 
Hepburn (2006), drew a great deal of  flak for 
suggesting the star was not completely straight. 
In fact, Mann thinks Katharine Hepburn’s 
ambiguity added a lot to her work on screen. 
“She decided to play the game, she wanted 
fame, and she went for it. Hepburn’s best 
performances are when she’s not trying to play 
the conventional heterosexual, heteronormative 
woman. I find most of  her films with Spencer 
Tracy to be unbearable, because she’s 
consciously trying to send a message that is not 
her. Now, of  course, actors often play parts 
where they’re playing something very different 
from themselves, and Hepburn could do that. 
She was wonderful in Long Day’s Journey into 
Night, and yet she was the farthest thing from an 
Irish Catholic you could find. Far better than her 
films with Tracy is her early work: Bringing Up 
Baby, or Holiday, or even Summertime, when she’s 
her own woman and she’s off to find herself. 
That, to me, is when we really see some real 
honest acting.

Of  course, anyone who has seen The Celluloid 
Closet, a 1995 documentary based on Vito 
Russo’s book of  the same name, will also be 
familiar with how Hollywood often demonized 

homosexuals and lesbians. “By the 1950s, the 
homosexual had become as much of  a menace 
to society as communists, or space aliens. So, 
it’s definitely a demonization. By the time of  
Stonewall, I believe part of  the reason we see the 
uprising there and at other places was because 
people were fed up with being characterized in 
this way.”

During the 1970s, individuals and organizations 
like GLAAD began pushing for change. “We 
were saying, ‘Let’s just tell the stories. There 
are so many more [LGBTQ] stories to tell and 
we think writers would want to tell them.’ And 
I think finally, a generation later, people are 
hearing that.”

When it came to filming queer stories, other 
countries were way ahead of  Hollywood. “If  
we want to look at just the historical, you know 
the films that came along before we were even 
having these conversations, I would look at 
Sunday Bloody Sunday by [Englishman] John 
Schlesinger. The film is so beautifully paced, 
written, acted, and well directed. It was really 
the first film to take the idea of  same-sex love 
as a matter-of-fact part of  life. There’s no 
explaining, there’s no hand ringing, there’s no 
self-guilt or anything. It’s just the reality: this 
man has a relationship with an older man and 
an older woman, and he loves them both. It’s 
so refreshing to see it. Today, it would probably 
seem like old hat, because of  the way some 
people live their lives, but back in 1971 this was 
pretty revolutionary.”

Hollywood was slow to change, 
however.
Over time, Hollywood writers, directors, and 
producers chipped away at The Code. Some 
studios even began releasing movies without 
Code approval. “It took a long time to catch up. 
In terms of  queer film, there was the movement 
in the late ‘80s, and the early ‘90s of  these queer 
film directors who started putting out these 
queer-directed and queer-written, and they 
were positive and interesting stories.” Mann 
cites Parting Glances (Bill Sherwood, 1986) and 
the work of  Gus Van Sant as good examples. 
This was the time of  the New Queer Cinema, 
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a movement largely driven by independent 
filmmakers. Mann is pleased to see the way 
Hollywood has taken up the telling of  LGBTQ 
stories. “So, that did happen, and I think that 
helped pave the way for what we’re seeing today. 
The Code took American films into a whole 
different direction than they would have gone, 
and so popular culture was sanitized for forty or 
fifty years,” Mann surmises.

“So, as the industry has changed, today we are 
seeing lots of  really complex, interesting, and 
intersectional LGBTQ portrayals on so many 
different programs. I think this is, in some ways, 
a golden age of  motion picture storytelling. We 
broaden that topic to include everything that’s 
available to people today.”

Currently, the media landscape offers many 
options. Many people use the Internet exclusively 
now for entertainment. Being self-directed, 
the consumer is now their own programmer. 
So, what does this mean for movies? “We can’t 
actually talk about ‘the movies’ anymore, because 
movies don’t exist in the same way they did. It’s 
no longer the rubric to use to compare. So, I 
think we have to look at Netflix and HBO and 
other forms of  content, because then we see an 
awful lot of  gay, lesbian, bisexual content. Orange 
Is the New Black — all of  these women, many 
of  whom have identified as bisexual or queer, 
even outside of  the series.” Ruby Rose, Samira 
Wiley, and Lea DeLaria, who all lead non-
traditional lifestyles off screen.

And to Mann’s view, Hollywood has also 
loosened up off screen in terms of  accepting 
queer culture. This also means the general 
viewing public is more open. “A number of  the 
actors who were nominated this year for playing 
gay roles also admitted to being ‘pansexual’, 
which is the new term. I think the new 
generation isn’t even using the same words as 
we’ve always used. They’re seeing queerness in a 
way that I don’t think any of  us could ever have 
expected, because it’s just a different sort.”

American Horror Story has had Chaz Bono and 
Zachary Quinto in guest roles. Series regular 
Sarah Paulson is reportedly in a relationship 
with an older actor, Emmy Award-winning 
Holland Taylor (The Practice). You can see some 

of  Paulson’s best work in the film Carol (Todd 
Haynes, 2015). The Big Bang Theory is home to 
Jim Parsons, who came out in 2012 and married 
the show’s art director. Sara Gilbert, another 
cast member, is lesbian. Both actors play straight 
roles on the show.

Neil Patrick Harris (Doogie Howser, M.D., 
How I Met Your Mother) and Tituss Burgess 
(Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt) are known for their 
brilliant comic roles. But a surprising number 
of  LGBTQ women are just as talented when 
it comes to comedy. Among them are Jane 
Lynch (The 40-Year-Old Virgin, Glee); Carrie 
Brownstein (Portlandia, Carol); Portia de 
Rossi and Alia Shawkat, both from Arrested 
Development; Kate McKinnon (Saturday Night 
Live, Ghostbusters); and Parks and Recreation co-
stars Natalie Morales and Aubrey Plaza.

Here in Canada, we have Ellen Page (Juno, 
Inception) and Victor Garber (Alias, Legends of  
Tomorrow), who came out in 2012 and married in 
2015. Manitoba-born Anna Paquin (The Piano, 
X-Men, True Blood); Luke Macfarlane (Brothers 
& Sisters, Killjoy); Charlie David (Dante’s Cove); 
and actor-director Xavier Dolan (Boy Erased, 
It: Chapter Two). There’s also no Hollywood 
shortage of  queer content from Canadian 
producers: Wynonna Earp, Lost Girl, Killjoy, The 
L-Word reboot, Carmilla (movie and web series), The 
Handmaid’s Tale, Orphan Black.

So, while the history of  queer cinema was once 
in a rocky state, its future in Hollywood is now 
Rock (Hudson) solid again!

Jerry Schaefer is a Toronto actor and writer whose 
work has appeared on CBC radio and television.
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DANIEL 
MACIVOR
Keeping it Queer

by Raymond Helkio

“Our stories and concerns are different. We have 
a different relationship to earth, and a different 

relationship to our First Nations communities. It’s a 
different type of  story that we tell in Canada.” 

Daniel MacIvor on what makes Canadian films unique
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It’s not enough to call Daniel MacIvor a 
pioneer in Canadian film and theatre, 
he also has deep roots in our queer 

history having been involved with LGBTQ 
activist organization Queer Nation. 
What makes a Canadian film Canadian, what 
makes it queer, and can it be both without 
attempting to be either? 

Films made here versus those done south of  
the border are made with differing objectives in 
mind, and in a recent interview with MacIvor he 
echoes this difference, he makes a case for why 
films made in Canada should be a bigger point 
of  pride for us. We also discuss how the current 
cultural shift away from colonialism is impacting 
LGBTQ films and filmmakers, and learn a bit 
about his upcoming new film.

What’s the biggest obstacle for Canadian 
filmmakers? 

Caring. Audiences come and look at Canadian 
film up against American film, and we can’t 
really do that. So we’ll go see the American 
film because it has more shiny things in it. You 
really shouldn’t come to Canadian film looking 
for shiny things. We haven’t spent a lot of  time 
cultivating an audience, but we do waste time 
with things like the Canadian Screen Awards, 
which I’ve won one and that’s really nice, but at 
the same time that’s not our nature, we’re not 
award givers as Canadians. We should just have 
a big party, give everyone a meal, celebrate a 
couple of  movies that we think are good, but not 
make it a competition like they do in the US.

It’s difficult because you make films in this 
country and everyone gets really excited and then 
no one supports it. The people won’t really see 
it in the theatres, they want to go see American 
films, so I guess apathy is the biggest hurdle. 
And one’s own apathy. It’s really hard to make a 
movie when you feel like no one will see it, that’s 
the most difficult thing. But some days it doesn’t 
matter, some days you realize it’s not about the 
number of  people who see your movie, it’s about 

who sees it. Those lives are transformed one at a 
time, not in groups of  hundreds. 

Thinking back to your residency at Buddies 
in Bad Times Theatre, what has been your 
biggest takeaway from that experience?

It was a home, it was a wonderful home, and a 
wonderful place to make work. Audiences knew 
what to expect. When you came to Buddies you 
knew you were going to get a certain kind of  
thing, so audiences came confidently. They knew 
they were going to get what they were looking 
for, and so you always felt the audience was on 
your side from the beginning. There was warmth 
and you always felt supported. You don’t see 
this a lot in English Canada, you see it more in 
French Canada where you’ve got a theatre and a 
bar, so as an artist your social life and your work 
life are really connected. Buddies had understood 
that, it was smart and there were people that 
would come to the bar and never know there was 
a theatre, so it was smart entrepreneurially too.

What do you know now, that you wish 
someone had told you when you started out?

Stop trying to please people who don’t know 
what they want. Making money and making a 
movie are different. Hollywood has figured out 
how to make movies that make money, but that’s 
not what we do in Canada. Storytellers, that’s 
who we are. There’s a difference between being 
a real estate agent and a cabinetmaker. We’re 
cabinetmakers here, we’re not real estate agents. 
The more we try and model ourselves after that 
American idea of  filmmaking,  it’s either just 
going to water down what we do, or we’ll forget 
how we tell stories.

How did “House” go from a play, to a 
feature film?

We were going to do a film on the cheap, for 
something like ten thousand bucks, a crazy 
gorilla film. Then the Canadian Film Centre 
became involved and we ended up doing it 
for $750,000, so it changed what the idea was. 
I’m still always interested in what that ten 
thousand dollar film would have been like. It 
was an ongoing thing for me about how we 
watch things. Ultimately, I think it’s central to 
everything I’ve done, it’s a conversation about 
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how we watch things. I think |”House” is about 
how we watch people, how we watch movies, 
how we watch stories, how we hear stories. As I 
get older and I look back, I see that a lot of  the 
essential concerns of  the work I’ve done since 
then are all contained in there. At some level you 
think, ‘I didn’t know what I was doing,’ because 
I was so young, but at the same time you show 
everything. You show the thing that you’re going 
to be doing for the rest of  your life without 
knowing it.

Do you think it’s any easier now to be an 
LGBT filmmaker than it was when you 
started out?

No. The dismantling of  colonialism is changing 
things a lot. When I started out I was right in the 
very heart of  indie filmmaking, it was a really 
exciting time. There was a lot going on and I 
identified as queer, alongside Queer Nation, and 
that was really an umbrella for everybody. Now 
we’re divided into these tribes, which is great 
because people who didn’t have a voice before 
get a voice, but at the same time it does separate 
us.

So where is LGBTQ film now? 

I am not identified by my queerness, my 
queerness is part of  who I am. I don’t lead with 
it. At the same time, everything I do is queer as 
fuck. Everything. There’s queer people in it, at 
the front of  it, and there’s queer peoples’ stories 
at the very centre of  it. I’m still able to make 
those films, it’s not easy but… no, it’s not easier. 
Nothing is, it’s really hard to do things when 
you’re standing in a house that’s on fire. 

Are you mentoring anyone right now?

I have a couple of  young people that I was 
working with unofficially who I met through my 
residency at University of  Western Ontario last year. 
I also did some mentoring through the Toronto 
Public Library, I got them interested in Rhubarb 
at Buddies, and then in their young creator’s unit.

MacIvor is working on a new film about “three 
old gay guys in the woods”, called Vic and Duke 
Go To The Store, and by press time they’ll have 
already sat down with the actors for the first 
reading. 

Here’s to keeping it queerly Canadian!

Raymond Helkio is an author, director and filmmaker. 
He graduated from the Ontario College of Art & 
Design University and is co-founder of The Reading 
Salon.  
www.raymondhelkio.com    www.thereadingsalon.ca
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Film festival season in Canada 
is upon us, and those in 
British Columbia will soon be 
able to enjoy the Vancouver 
Queer Film Festival (VQFF), 
which takes place from 
August 15th to August 25th. 
The Festival curates films that contextualize 
and celebrate queer lives and experiences, and 
prioritizes foregrounding diverse identities in 
our communities, including narratives from trans 
people, queer people of  colour, and Indigenous 
individuals. It’s Western Canada’s largest queer 
arts event.

I had the opportunity to connect with 
Anoushka Ratnarajah, Artistic Director of  

Out on Screen, the non-profit organization that 
organizes the VQFF. Out on Screen is the parent 
organization that also facilitates Out in Schools, 
an initiative that works closely with school 
districts, educators, counsellors, and students 
to facilitate inspiring workshops tailored to the 
needs of  each school. Out on Screen has visited 
with 51 out of  B.C.’s 60 school districts, reaching 
over 100,000 students, and has verifiable 
evidence that its efforts have reduced bullying. I 
wanted to get a sense of  what Anoushka’s day-
to-day life was like.

As Artistic Director, she is responsible for 
executing the VQFF, including sharing 
programming responsibilities for the features 
and short films selected during those 11 days 
in August. Recognizing the importance of  
community involvement, Anoushka collaborates 
with community leaders, artists and performers 
and helps facilitate events that bring everyone 

Out on Screen
Sharing Stories Through Film and Education

by Michael McNeely
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together, such as Q & As, panel discussions, and 
parties.

Anoushka is relatively new to the organization. 
Two years ago, while trying to make ends meet, 
and also to find a job that allowed her to practice 
her art, she received the position of  Co-Artistic 
Director. Now in her first year of  having more 
control and decision making, she still feels very 
much supported by her fellow colleagues, and is 
excited to pursue her own vision this year.

When asked if  she is happy, she remarks: “Yeah! 
I have a great job. Right now the only thing I 
can complain about is having to watch several 
hours of  queer film a day, because we have 
almost a thousand submissions at this point, but 
I can’t complain too hard about that. My other 
friends who have other jobs roll their eyes a bit 
because I’m watching so many films.” While this 
might seem like pure escapism, Anoushka must 
carefully balance the needs and desires of  the 
queer community with the representations of  

queer life she is confronted with through those 
hundreds of  films. 

If  she does her job well, she can experience a 
cathartic release from an audience who have long 
waited to see themselves represented on screen: 
“There is nothing better than sitting in a theatre 
and sharing it with hundreds of  other people 
and feeling the waves of  emotion that sweep 
over and through the crowd because we are all 
experiencing the same stories together that are 
being projected on the screen,” she says. The 
passion is evident in her voice as she continues, 
“That is definitely my favourite part of  the job 
when I’m not running around behind the scenes 
- to be in the audience with my friends and my 
community members, and to experience that 
really incredible collective emotion when people 
are witnessing stories.”

Before Anoushka can rejoice with her fellow 
queers in the cinema, however, the films must 
be selected. The submission period to submit 
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films for consideration opens in January and 
closes in April. Along with her colleague, Justin 
Ducharme, and a programming committee 
comprised of  some very dedicated volunteers, 
all submissions will be reviewed and discussed 
through the course of  monthly meetings during 
this time. Justin, Anoushka, and Indigenous 
committee members ensure that there is an 
emphasis given to Indigenous stories, which 
helps make the VQFF unique and representative 
of  its many communities. Anoushka and Justin 
often find themselves travelling to other film 
festivals to see if  there are any important queer 
films that might fall into obscurity otherwise.

Anoushka is responsible for seeing the most 
films of  everyone she works with, and she hopes 
that committee members will be surprised during 
the festival by selections she has made, so that 
they can still take part in the communal effort of  
watching films in the theatre together.

When analyzing what the programming 
committee sees now versus what they would 
have seen back in the 90s, Anoushka indicates 
that there are more opportunities now for 
marginalized filmmakers than there were 
previously, and as a result, more types of  stories 
are being created to challenge the status quo 
of  white (heteronormative) male privilege. “As 
more queer, trans and free spirit folks are able 
to get access to and experiment with the media, 
I think we are seeing a wider spread in terms 
what kind of  stories are being told. We still get 
plenty of  experimental submissions, but we are 
spontaneously getting different kinds of  films 
like queer horror, queer rom com, queer mystery, 
queer family dramas, queer documentaries, and 
things like that.”

In short, Anoushka believes that the more 
accessible filmmaking is to those across the 
world, the more variety there will be in the 
stories we are told about queer folks: “queer film 
from all over the world is really starting to show 
the panoramic view of  the many experiences of  
our lives, so that’s exciting!”

It’s definitely exciting times in queer cinema!

www.queerfilmfestival.ca 
www.outonscreen.com 
www.outinschools.com

Michael McNeely is a second-year law student, 
critic, filmmaker, and actor. He enjoys meaningful 
presentation of LGBT folks 
and those with disabilities 
in popular media. Michael 
is deaf-blind; he enjoys the 
presence of subtitles and 
other accessibility features.

Anoushka’s top 5 queer 
films (so you can have a 
mini-festival at home).
1. The Watermelon Woman 

dir. Cheryl Dunye – Anoushka says 
that this is very relevant for our times.

2. Rafiki 
dir. Wanuri Kahiu - Anoushka says: 
“It is so beautiful, fun and light 
hearted, as well as complicated and 
difficult as queer people’s lives are in 
Kenya. So much room for love and 
lightness gives you a giddy feeling of  
a new romance and I feel that film 
captures it so incredibly well.”

3. Fire 
dir. Deepa Mehta - Anoushka credits 
this film as the first film she has seen 
in which two brown women love each 
other.

4. Chutney Popcorn 
dir. Nisha Ganatra - Anoushka 
admires this film for showing the 
realities of  a mixed-race lesbian 
relationship among two young 
women.

5. My Beautiful Laundrette 
dir. Stephen Frears - This is another 
mixed-race romance, mixed with the 
social realities of  trying to “make 
good” as an immigrant in a hostile 
society.
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New York City has always been 
recognized as the place where the 
modern day fight for LGBT rights 

began, both here in North America and 
around the globe. 

It took a few brave individuals to take a stand 
and declare, “enough is enough”. Between 
that fateful night back on June 28, 1969 at 

the tiny Stonewall Inn, to this year’s WorldPride 
celebrations taking place June 25 to 30, 2019 
throughout all five boroughs, the fight for 
equality has made significant steps. 

WorldPride and Stonewall 50 
– what’s going on?
With an anticipated 4 million visitors, this will 
definitely be one of  the biggest events the city 
of  New York has ever experienced, and most 
likely will be the largest WorldPride celebrations 
in history as well. It’s the first time WorldPride is 
being held in the United States. Below are a few 
of  the hundreds of  events to choose from that 
are taking place within Manhattan and beyond.

The wonderful Whoopi Goldberg hosts 
a benefit concert as part of  the Opening 
Ceremonies on Wednesday, June 26th, at Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn. The evening also features  
performances by Cyndi Lauper. Ciara, Billy 
Porter, Chaka Khan, and Todrick Hall, while 
NYC nightlife legend, DJ Lina, keeps things 

grooving throughout the evening. The Closing 
Ceremony takes place on the evening of  June 30, 
2019 in NYC’s iconic Times Square, providing 
a full slate of  influential speakers and global 
musical talents, including Melissa Etheridge, 
Deborah Cox, Jake Shears, and Margaret 
Cho. 

The 50th NYC Pride March commences at noon, 
on June 30th, from 26th Street and 5th Avenue. 
Some 115,000 marchers will then continue along 
the route along Christopher Street, passing 
the Stonewall National Monument, the New 
York City AIDS Memorial, before dispersing 
in Chelsea for one huge party. Activists who 
believe that Pride has become too corporate 
are planning an alternative “Queer Liberation 
March” on the same day starting at 930am. 

Five Grand Marshals were selected to lead 
both the 50th NYC Pride March and the 
commemoration of  the 50th Anniversary of  
the 1969 Stonewall Uprising, including the 
entire cast of  Ryan Murphy’s Pose,  Phyll Opoku-
Gyimah, Gay Liberation Front, The Trevor Project, 
and Monica Helms. Throughout the course of  the 
celebration, all WorldPride events will fall within 
the theme, “Millions of  Moments of  Pride.” 

Pride Island at Pier 17 (June 29-30) features the 
legendary Grace Jones, along with Teyana 
Taylor, Pabllo Vittar, and more. Pride Fest 
(June 30) is an annual street fair that combines 
exhibitors, entertainers and activities for a day of  
fun and celebration in the name of  equality on 
4th Ave between Union Square and Astor Place, 
11am to 6pm. 
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Travel

by Bryen Dunn

WorldPride and 
Stonewall 50  

Celebrations Take Over New York City



Many museums, galleries, 
and historical organizations 
are also programming 
LGBT-themed events this 
summer, including Love & 
Resistance: Stonewall 50 
(New York Public Library, 
Bryant Park), Implicit 
Tensions: Mapplethorpe 
(Guggenheim Museum), 
Art After Stonewall: 
1969 to 1989 (NYU’s 
Grey Art Gallery and 
Leslie-Lohman Museum), 
Nobody Promised You 
Tomorrow: Art 50 Years 
After Stonewall (Brooklyn 
Museum), Stonewall 50 
Exhibitions (New-York 
Historical Society), and 
PRIDE (Museum of  the 
City of  New York)

NYC LGBT Historic Sites 
Project is a citywide, year-
round initiative to document 
historic and cultural sites 
associated with the LGBT 
community in all five 
boroughs. Sites illustrate the 
richness of  the City’s LGBT 
history and the community’s 
influence on America. It 
should also be noted that the 
Leslie-Lohman Museum 
is the only dedicated LGBT 
art museum in the world, 
housing over 30,000 objects 
in its collections, and 
spanning more than three 
centuries of  queer art.

Only in NYC – 
what to do?
While all the Pride parties could easily keep you 
busy during your entire stay, there’s so much 
else going on all year round in this great city 
that you should be aware of.  CityPASS is a great 
option for those wanting to hit some of  the top 
“must see” attractions, including admission to 
several top museums, ferry and admission to the 
Statue of  Liberty, and entrance to Empire State 
Building, which is open until 2am daily.

The One World Trade 
Center (also known as the 
Freedom Tower) was built to 
commemorate the tragedy 
of  the World Trade Twin 
Towers. Visitors can take 
an elevator up 102 stories 
in 47 seconds to reach the 
Observatory, offering amazing 
views of  the bustling city 
below. Make it a day and 
catch the ferry over to the 
nearby Statue of  Liberty. 
A trip to NYC would not be 
complete without taking in 
a Broadway performance, 
and not to be missed is The 
Cher Show at the historic 
Neil Simon Theater, a dazzling 
homage to the music icon.  

There have been a few major 
new land developments and 
revitalization projects within 
the city that opened to the 
public earlier this year. The 
Shed is a new arts centre 
and cultural institution that’s 
housed in The Bloomberg 
Building, located on West 
30th Street between 10th 
and 11th Avenues. Hudson 
Yards is a pulsating hub of  
connectivity, community, 
culture and creativity. The 
site includes more than 
17 million square feet of  
commercial and residential 
space, more than 100 
shops, a collection of  
restaurants, approximately 
5,000 residences, a unique 
cultural space, 14 acres of  
public open space, and a 
200-room Equinox branded 

luxury hotel. Make sure to walk the Vessel, 
it’s spectacular and free, but ticketed. The 
Seaport District is located on the East River 
in Lower Manhattan with unparalleled views 
of  the Brooklyn Bridge and the city’s iconic 
skyline. The area was recently revitalized into 
a top destination for unique culinary, fashion, 
entertainment and cultural experiences. 

If  you’re wanting the learn some local LGBT 
history from the experts, then sign up for one of  
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the wonderful Oscar Wilde 
Tours. Centred around 
Greenwich Village, the 
heart of  LGBT and counter 
culture since the 1920s, 
this walking tour provides 
information on the Beat 
Generation, Andy Wharhol’s 
Factory, and of  course gay 
liberation. The tours are lead 
by Professor Andrew Lear, 
and begin at the infamous 
Stonewall Inn, and ends at 
Julius, one of  the city’s oldest 
continuously operating gay 
bars.

Another unique tour worth 
checking out is The Ride. 
It’s definitely not your 
typical stuffy recorded tour 
commentary. Instead, it’s an 
interactive event, whereby 
the tour hosts combine 
facts and figures with fun 
and frivolity. Seats on the 
bus are set up sideways 
in a somewhat bleacher 
type arrangement offering 
everyone a full street view. As 
the bus tours around the city, 
various performers appear 
whom the tour guides are 
able to communicate with, 
and guests can hear what’s 
going on at street level. 
There’s plenty of  surprises 
to be had. The company 
recently added, Queen of  The 
Ride, where commentary is 
done by local drag queen 
legends. 

Rest and 
Relaxation – 
where to retreat?
There’s no shortage of  accommodation options 
within New York City, guaranteeing something 
to fit every style and budget. The Renaissance 
New York Times Square, recently went 
through room renovations and despite its 
location literally right in Times Square, the 
double pane windows guarantee almost silence 
when you are ready to call it a day. Make your 

travels extra special by 
treating yourself  to one of  
their superior terrace rooms, 
with oversized balconies that 
let you observe all the action 
without having to leave your 
room. For the best views of  
Times Square, make your 
way to R Lounge, located on 
property. Grab a bite and 
a cocktail, and watch the 
action below. This will also 
be a prime viewing location 
for the WorldPride closing 
ceremonies, and imagine 
being there for New Year’s 
Eve. Watch for special Pride-
themed events happening 
here as well.

Several other hotels are also 
getting into the Pride spirit. 
Crowne Plaza HY36 is 
offering guests a gift bag 
stuffed with Pride-themed 
bandanas, fans, and Absolut 
Rainbow Vodka minis. 
Fairfield Inn Penn Station 
has an Over the Rainbow 
Premium Package that includes 
a limited edition Unicorn 
Headband, a World Pride 
bracelet, a celebratory Pride 
mini-flag, sweet treats, and 
two complimentary drink 
coupons to enjoy up at the 
hotel’s Skyline Rooftop Bar 
& Lounge. The Row NYC 
is an official WorldPride 
hotel partner, and will have 
live entertainment, specialty 
cocktails, and drag queen 
bingo. 

Hilton has curated a 
selection of  Pride-inspired cocktails throughout 
all nine properties across the city. Visitors can 
sip their way across New York City by following 
a cocktail guide with different Pride cocktails 
at each location, including five rooftop bars 
at Conrad, Embassy Suites Midtown, The 
Bernic, Fashion District, and Double Tree 
Times Square. Also add a bit of  glitz to your 
WorldPride strut with Hilton’s onsite glitter 
glamour stations located in the lobby of  select 
hotels (Fashion District, Midtown, Downtown, 
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Tribeca) from 9am to 12pm on June 30. There’s 
also a Marriott-wide #LoveTravels WorldPride 
2019 package at all NYC hotels, that includes a 
#LoveTravels bandana, discounts, and more.

While not downtown, the newly opened TWA 
Hotel at JFK Airport might be worth an 
overnight stay on your way in or out of  the city. 
This retro-themed property is housed in the old 
TWA terminal that has been transformed into a 
leading edge travel destination, whether staying 
overnight, or grabbing a quick bite between 
flights.

There’s also no shortage of  cool and quirky 
places to grab a relaxing drink while on your 
explorations. Lips and Lucky Cheng’s are two 
long-standing cabaret-type restaurants that 
offer a unique drag and dine experience. Club 
Cumming has quickly become one of  NYC’s 
favourite downtown hot spots, featuring weekly 
performances by the city’s hottest talents, where 
celebrity sightings are common.  Be sure to 
check out Linda Loves Bingo at various venues 
around the city, hosted by NYC’s number one 
ladylike, wisecracking Bingo Queen, Linda 
Simpson. Other LGBT bars to check out, 
include The Duplex, Monster, Marie’s, Cubby Hole, 
and Henrietta Hudson. While not LGBT specific, 
the following are hidden gems that are worthy 

of  a stop - The Campbell, The Eddy, Castell Rooftop 
Lounge, and Employees Only.

Beyond NYC – extend your 
stay by visiting other parts of 
New York State
Camp Cumming is a magical weekend in 
the Poconos held at the recently refurbished 
Rainbow Mountain Resort, June 14 to 16, 
There’s a campfire sing-a-long hosted by indie 
rocker Jill Sobule (“I Kissed a Girl”), comedy, 
DJ’s, and more. 

Pride on the Beach (June 21-23) is held on 
Long Island, the birthplace of  Harvey Milk, 
and will kick off New York’s Pride celebrations 
with a three-day weekend filled with activities 
that attracts more than 30,000 people to attend 
the more than 30 planned events. Pride on the 
Vines (June 25) is a day-long event in North 
Fork’s picturesque wine country includes tours, 
tastings, receptions and parties. Fire Island has 
two queer beaches, The Pines, and Cherry Grove, 
both well-known for their wild parties, while Riis 
Beach caters more toward NYC’s queer artists and 
activists. If  you’re more into staying put in the 
city, there’s always Central Park to stroll around 
in and explore, which offers a peaceful escape 
just steps from all the action. 

So there you have it. Now go get lost in New 
York City, and have an amazing Pride experience!

Bryen Dunn is a freelance journalist based in Toronto 
with a focus on tourism, 
lifestyle, entertainment and 
community issues. He has 
written several travel articles 
and has an extensive portfolio 
of celebrity interviews with 
musicians, actors and other 
public personalities.
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Take Me There
www.worldpride.org
www.iloveny.com/WorldPride
www.nycgo.com/maps-guides/gay/world-
pride-nyc-2019
www.citypass.com/new-york
www.oscarwildetours.com



Want to learn more about  
our value-added services?

Let’s talk.
Call (416) 259-3705 today.

The series of tasks 
you face after a loved 
one’s death can be 
overwhelming—but 
we are here to help. 
With our Extended 
Funeral Care™ service, 
one of our dedicated

After the Funeral
WE’RE STILL HERE FOR YOU

©Nunn Shannik Preneed Solutions

3080 Lake Shore Blvd. West 
ridleyfuneralhome.com

professionals will assist you with all the time-
consuming estate paperwork. Let us handle 
the details, so you can focus on healing.  

Certified LGBT Friendly Business
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by Cat Grant
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An award winning moving image artist and writer, 
Chase Joynt holds a PhD in Cinema and Media 
Studies from York University as well as a Banting 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of  Chicago. A 
great grandson of  two writers, Torontonian Chase 
studied theatre at UCLA. 

“Living and working in Los Angeles was a crash 
course in creative practice, and taught me formative 
lessons about the relationship between art and 
activism,” Chase expressed. “While getting a PhD 
in Cinema and Media Studies, I was mentored by a 
team of  Canadian artists – John Greyson, Brenda 
Longfellow, and Allyson Mitchell – who championed 
hybrid intellectual pursuits. Their willingness to push 
institutional boundaries of  legibility on behalf  of  
new creative research, was key to my personal and 
professional development.”

Chase finds it hard to distinguish between personal 
and professional inspirations. He feels grateful to 
be living and working alongside innumerable trans 
and gender non-conforming artists on the vanguard 
of  contemporary culture making. He explains, 
“While on tour with my book, I had the pleasure of  
witnessing the creative force that is Vivek Shraya. 
These days, I am relishing opportunities to celebrate 
the ongoing work of  our incredible Framing Agnes 
cast – Zackary Drucker, Angelica Ross, Silas 
Howard, and Max Wolf  Valerio – each of  whom 
are formative contributors to trans artistic history.

Working on movies and music videos while at 
UCLA, Chase didn’t start making films of  his own 
until he transitioned. “While my work doesn’t always 
revolve around trans themes, it remains indebted to 

strategies and investments born of  activist and DIY 
cultures.”

For inspirational boosts, Chase reaches for books. 
He told me that at present, Julietta Singh’s No Archive 
Will Restore You is his “go-to salvation.” His book You 
Only Live Twice came out of  an organic and ongoing 
connection with his friend, Mike Hoolboom. Chase 
explains, “Together, we wondered how we might 
break memoir out of  its historically solo-authored 
form to create something that could be shared.”

It’s an exciting time for Chase. After premiering at 
New York’s Tribeca Film Festival this spring, the cast 
and crew of  Framing Agnes gear up to transform the 
project into a feature called, The Cover Story. “We are 
thrilled to welcome Morgan M. Page – creator of  
the trans history podcast One from the Vaults – to our 
team as a writer. Alongside production, I am writing 
a book with my Framing Agnes co-director and long-
time collaborator, Kristen Schilt.” Chase divulges.

When I ask Chase about his dream project, he is 
content to say he’s currently experiencing it right 
now.

“Both Framing Agnes and The Cover Story offer 
incomparable opportunities to think and create 
alongside some of  the sharpest minds in trans 
cultural production.” Chase explains. “Taking risks 
while supported by a team of  creatives who are 
collectively pushing the boundaries and capacities of  
documentary, is my wordy but working definition of  
living the dream!”

www.chasejoynt.com 

Cat Grant (OCAD) is a multidisciplinary fine 
artist, with a focus on photography, multimedia 
portraiture, and 
illustrating children’s 
books. She’s also a 
published poet, and 
senior reporter for On the 
Couch LGBTQ TV show. 
 
Facebook @grantedarts

Hot Artist
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fortechorus.ca

Proudly celebrating 
our 19th season!

steps away from the gay village

neill-wycik backpackers hotel!

• gerrard and church street 

  gay pride party central

• affordable short-term

  and long-term rates

• private rooms with access

  to shared washrooms and

  kitchen space   

• 24 hour guest services and

  security

• daily housekeeping

• open may through

  august

96 gerrard st. e., toronto, on m5b 1g7

toll free: 1.800.268.4358 or 1.416.977.2320

hotel@neill-wycik.com

torontobackpackershotel.com
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Toronto Pride
FRIDAY JUNE 21, 2019
Moonshine Party with Nakhane
TD Main Stage 7 pm – 11 pm
Pride has collaborated with Rainbow Railroad 
to bring you a night of  global sounds, music, 
dancing and performance. Nakhane the 
headliner is a Queer South African musician, 
writer and actor. Moonshine from Montreal 
will be supplying local talent from all genres to 
keep you on your feet.

FRIDAY JUNE 21, 2019
Trans March 
Corner of Church & Hayden Streets 
Rally time 7 pm, March time 8 pm 
Officially one of  the largest events of  the 
trans communities in the World. Since it 
began in 2009. The Trans* March provides a 
place for trans identified people to rally, come 
together in solidarity and provide a safe space 
for trans people. Join in the March with Trans 
Ambassador for 2019 Gigi Gorgeous.

FRIDAY JUNE 21, 2019
Local Heros
South Stage 7 pm – 2 am
ISO Radio & Blue Crane Agency 
Showcase
Representing the sounds of  the underground, 
ISO Radio will be highlighting the Raven’s 
Vision Crew and their dance-y vibe. All 
streamed live at isoradio.to. Blue Crane 
Agency will be hosting an exciting line up of  
music and performances.

SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2019
Dyke March
Corner of Church & Hayden Streets 
Rally 1 pm, March 2 pm 
The Dyke March is a grassroots event where 
women and trans people in LGBTTIQQ2SA* 
communities take over the streets of  Toronto. 
They welcome all self  identified dykes to take 
over the streets of  Toronto and celebrate the 
beauty of  our inner Dyke Goddess.
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SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2019
AlternaQueer
South Stage
4:00 pm – 2:00 am
Start you day off with a trans and non-binary 
cabaret featuring a revolutionary cast of  
performers. Next up it’s AlternaQueer hosted 
and presented by two West End Houses. Be 
entertained and dance into the dark with 
House of  Filth, The Diet Ghosts and Electric 
Ladyland with DJ Lana Leprich.

SUNDAY JUNE 23, 2019
Yalla Barra
Deloitte Village Stage
2:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Join in this landmark celebration of  Middle 
Eastern culture, Yalla Barra (Arabic for “come 
out/get out”). Partnering with Middle Eastern 
Nights, that promotes unity, understanding, 
hope, and love for Middle Eastern cultures 
and the Middle Eastern LGBTQ+ 
community. Music by DJ Louay, performances 
by Halal Bae and Kero Patra along with a belly 
dancing show.

SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2019 & 
SUNDAY JUNE 23, 2019
Family Pride
Church Street Public School
Now in its 19th year, Family Pride gets bigger 
and better every year. Programming is geared 
to those 12 and under and their families. 
Celebrate the strength and uniqueness of  
LGBTQ2+ families and children at Family 
Pride.

SUNDAY JUNE 23, 2019
Blockorama
Bud Light Wellesley Stage 
12:00 pm – 2:00 am
Blockorama 21 spotlights and features 
local and international black performers. 
Headlining this year will be Big Freedia and 
Grammy award winning R & B legend Mya. 
Joined by numerous DJs and Drag, ballroom 
and musical performers.

SUNDAY JUNE 23, 2019
Pride Parade
Corner of Church St and Bloor St
2:00 pm
Celebrating 50 years of  global marches! 
Everyone is welcome to celebrate and dance 
in the streets with more than 200 groups 
marching, one of  the largest in North 
America.

SUNDAY JUNE 23, 2019
Final Play 
TD Main Stage Stage 
2:00 pm to 10:00 pm
Once the parade is over stick around for a day 
filled with live acts, Drag and Headliners. Drag 
sensation Pabllo Vittar is opening up the Main 
Stage along with R & B queen Diva Tweet! 
Prepare to dance!!!
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Toronto’s Best 
Power & Sail Yachts
Harbour, Island & Lake Tours/Private & Shared Sails

416-240-0202
www.gosailto.com

Luxury Charters

CLIENT: GSA   PROJECT: 2.5 in W x 31.75 in H ad    
PUBLICATION: Winterplay  INSERTION: Nov/2018

©radonicrodgersstrategy+ 
5399 EGLINTON AVENUE WEST, SUITE 301, TORONTO ONTARIO M9C 5K6 

TEL: 416.695.0575 • 24/7 EMERGENCY TEL: 416.829.7236  
• EMAIL: 247EMERG@RADONICRODGERS.COM
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Call +1(800)461-0243 or visit MuskokaWeddingVenues.com

Planning your Muskoka wedding? Make it magical 
at our lakeside resort in Ontario.

555 Richmond St. W., Suite 1200
Toronto, ON M5V 3B1

Tel 416.968.3333 Fax 416.968.0325
www.upfhlaw.ca

HAPPY PRIDE 2019

NOW MORE THAN EVER!
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JUNE 
Kincardine Pride
June 22, 2019
facebook.com/kincardinepride

JULY
Peel Pride
July 7, 2019
peelpride.ca 

Sudbury Pride
July 8 – 10, 2019
sudburypride.com 

Kawartha Lakes Pride
July 9 – 13, 2019
rainbowservice.org/kawartha-lakes-
pride

London Pride
July 18-28, 2019
pridelondon.ca 

Muskoka Pride
July 19-28, 2019
muskokapride.com

Simcoe Pride
July 29 to August 11, 2019
simcoepride.com 

AUGUST
Toronto Leather Pride 
hotfftoronto.wordpress.com

Windsor-Essex Pride Fest
August 6-11, 2019
wepridefest.com

Capital Pride Ottawa
August 18-25, 2019
ottawacapitalpride.ca

SEPTEMBER
Peterborough Pride
September 13-22, 2019
peterboroughpride.ca

Upcoming Prides in Ontario
Check their websites for a list of events.
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Fiction
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Excerpt
I ducked in time to avoid the stake that shattered the glass cabinet 
behind me. When I looked up, my young attacker was already closing 
in, a shining blade in each hand. Balancing my weight on the kitchen 
counter, I pushed my feet hard into his chest. A blade nicked my ankle. I 
leapt upon my target and pushed him to the floor, gripping his chin and 
pinning his right shoulder.

He blindsided me across the jaw with the dull edge of the other blade, 
breaking my hold.

I staggered, sizing up the left-handed assassin. Narrowly avoiding his 
weapon as he lunged again, I grabbed hold of his hair and threw him into 
my dining table with a crash. 

I clapped a firm hand over his mouth, muffling his cries as I slammed his 
left wrist against the table, forcing him to drop the knife. The blade in his 
opposite hand flashed as he struck out with it. 

I yanked him off his feet and dragged him across the floor before he could 
find his mark. Ignoring muffled roars of protest, I buried my teeth in his 
shoulder, puncturing through his flimsy mesh vest. His youth, his anger, 
his alarmingly good health, all brought such a warmth and sweetness 
to…

The foul taste of bitter roots spoiled the stream. Poison. I shoved the boy 
away, spitting rancid blood over his face. When he came at me again, I 
used his momentum to topple him into the living room. I snatched up the 
knife he’d left on the kitchen table and trained it on him as he regained 
his feet. 

The boy had to have known the true nature of his prey. Why else would 
he lead with a wooden stake, knowing he was far outclassed for natural 
speed and strength? Or was he?

Abandoned by his werewolf  lover, the only thing Reylan wants is to return to his 
vampire life of  blood and beautiful boys. It’s a solid plan, until his first meal as a 
single man tries to kill him.

Hoping to free his young would-be assassin from the religious zealots that sent 
him, Reylan enlists the help of  Iain Grieg, a charismatic priest with unsettling 
knowledge of  the night’s secrets. 

Surrounded by conflicting agendas and an army fuelled by hate, Reylan fights to 
secure his future, if  he can only trust the mysterious priest and bury the ghosts of  
the past.
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He lunged again, this time happily using his right hand. Was he 
ambidextrous? I couldn’t tell, not while ducking his blows. He kicked me 
in the gut before pivoting his back foot up and into my chest.

I dropped to the floor just in time to sweep his legs out from under him. 
His forehead glanced off one of the side tables, though this didn’t stop 
him from grabbing the lamp and throwing it at me with a force that 
plunged the room into darkness. I caught his weight as he came at me 
again, spinning him into the living room, bound for a set of shelves which 
splintered and collapsed, spilling their contents and my attacker to the 
floor. He sprang to his feet and snatched up a piece of broken wood.

Contrary to the myths of horror fiction, it would take more than a splinter 
of wood through the heart to kill me outright. I was not, however, in a 
rush to be paralysed, nor left unconscious at the mercy of whatever lethal 
objects remained in the boy’s backpack. The one he’d collected from 
the club’s cloakroom, that he’d so adamantly held onto when I’d offered 
to carry it. The one he’d taken with him, when he’d retreated to my 
bathroom to change.

Did I have to start bag checking my trade now?

He sliced the air before me with his knife, following it up with a staking 
attempt. I grabbed his knife-wielding hand, but he twisted his arm out of 
reach, nicking my hand in the process. I licked the wound as I backed off, 
kicking away a broken cat figurine from the rubble that had once been 
my bookshelves. 

“Alright, you little bastard,” I muttered under my breath. “Are we going to 
talk, or does this get nasty?”

“Maledetto.” He raised the stake once more.

“Excuse me?”

“Maledetto!” He cried, striking out at me. 

I ducked to avoid it only to have the hand holding the knife slam into 
my jaw. I barely realised I’d been faked out before the stake plunged into 
my chest, missing my heart by inches. Choking down the pain that shot 
through my entire body, I caught the boy’s arm before he could slice my 
throat. Not that that would have killed me either, but to quote a wise and 
much underrated human expression, that which does not kill me still 
stings like a bitch.

I pressed my long fingernail into his wrist, ignoring his futile effort to 
drive the stake deeper toward my heart. He had no momentum, and I 
wasn’t about to let him go. Yet even as he cried out through gritted teeth, 
he refused to drop the knife. I pressed harder and forced his wrist back 
against itself until I heard bones snap.
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This time, the boy let his scream go. He dropped the knife and clutched 
his wrist before looking up at me, eyes full of fury.

I wrenched the splinter from my chest and ducked another punch. 

The kid simply refused to quit. I caught his arm as it swung wide of my 
head and lifted it sharply, forcing the shoulder out of its socket. 

The kid screamed again, only to fall silent, slumping to the floor as the 
broken lamp came down on his head. With one limb broken and the 
other dislocated, he lay motionless as Brett, my Mannequin and loyal live-
in servant, prodded the unconscious form with his foot.

“Nice work.” Leaning against the wall, I let myself slide to the floor as my 
body worked its sorcery on the chest wound. Remarkable as it was, I’d 
have to feed soon and drinking from the boy was out of the question. 
Whatever he’d done to his blood had sickened me to my stomach. “When 
did you get in?”

“Just now,” Brett answered, replacing what remained of the lamp on the 
side table. “Dude, what the fuck happened?”

I shook my head, too tired to go into details. “Picked up the wrong trade,” 
I said, tossing off the explanation as if having a companion try to kill me 
were a weekly occurrence.

Publisher: Self-published. Available via KDP or IngramSpark
RRP: US $14.99/CA $19.95
Genre: Paranormal/Urban Fantasy
Release date: January 20, 2019
Series: The Arcadia Trust #3
Setting: Sydney, Australia
Length: 282 pages

Christian Baines has written on travel, theatre, film, television, and various aspects of gay life, factual 
and fictional. Some of his stranger thoughts have spawned novels, including queer urban fantasy series 
The Arcadia Trust, the horror novella Skin, and Puppet Boy, which was a finalist for the 2016 Saints and 
Sinners Emerging Writer Award. Born in Australia, he now travels the world 
whenever possible, living, writing, and shivering in Toronto, Canada on those 
odd occasions he can’t find his passport. 
 
Web: www.christianbaines.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/christianbainesauthor 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/xtianbaines 
Goodreads:  
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7024194.Christian_Baines 
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by Kelly Wilk
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Community Cornerstone

I asked Karen Bruce, Executive Director at Women 
in Film and Television Toronto (WIFT-T) what 
are the most difficult barriers Canadian women in the 
movie and television industry face on the world stage. 
She replied, “Access, opportunity, and pay inequity are 
the big three, but there is still a lack of  being recognized 
for past accomplishments and generally, men still hire 
men. We need more people at the top (CEO’s, Board 
members and Executives) to take the lead in providing 
opportunities and setting goals.”

Founded in 1984, WIFT-T is a member-based 
organization committed to the development in the 
creation and betterment of  women and their careers 
in the film and movie industry. They operate on the 
philosophy that in film and television, smart, powerful 
and committed women can become leaders of  an 
industry. This is particularly evident when they are 
empowered to connect with each other in a safe place 
to work with their peers, learn and have access to 
opportunities to meet influential people, and to create 
and get involved in new and exciting projects.

In order to maintain a successful and rewarding career, 
Bruce tells us woman need, “relationships, hard work, 
and talent. It also helps to have the support of  a boss or 
professional mentor, and companies instituting diversity 
and gender parity policies are slowly starting to move the 
dial. Women need to be persistent and have tenacity – 
and support one another.”

WIFT-T does this through a multitude of  networking 
events, member programming and opportunities, and 
matching their members with mentors working in the 
field. “I would say that three of  our most successful 
programs we run for our members are the WIFT-T 
Connect Mentorship, Media Leadership Program 
(MLP), and the Corus Media Management Accelerator 
(CMMA). The WIFT Connect Mentorship provides the 
opportunity for all early career and emerging WIFT-T 
members to be mentored by a member from our 
experienced cohort (10+ years in the industry). The 
program is designed to match WIFT-T members in 
a mentor/mentee pairing as a means of  supporting, 

guiding and motivating our membership as they 
continue to grow and foster their careers, as well as, 
allowing our experienced members to give back to 
their community and help pave the way of  our future 
industry leaders,” says Bruce.

“The Media Leadership Program, taught by MBA Professors 
from the Schulich School of  Business and leading 
industry professionals, focuses on leadership skills, 
strategic thinking and innovation strategies for women 
looking to advance the careers, and The Corus Media 
Management Accelerator is an intensive 56-hour program 
designed to provide screen-based professionals who 
aspire to be strong and effective managers with the 
skills they need to set themselves apart in today’s highly 
competitive and global industry. It was jointly developed 
by WIFT-T and Ryerson University’s G. Raymond 
Chang School of  Continuing Education, and delivers 
essential management training by focusing on six core 
competency areas: Business Communications, Finding 
Your Management Style, Organizational Behaviour, 
Strategic Planning, Project Management, Marketing, 
and Financial Report Analysis. Successful participants 
receive a Recognition of  Completion award from the 
G. Raymond Chang School of  Continuing Education at 
Ryerson University.”

WIFT-T are encouraging people to take the 
#52FilmsbyWomen pledge, to watch 52 films within a 
year that are created by women. They also have a call out 
to the world to get involved through volunteer work and 
donating, especially in the capacity of  a bursary to make 
their programs accessible to more people. 

Three cheers for WIFT-T and the wonderful work they 
do in the world, and for the world, through women! 

Visit www.wift.com for more information.

Kelly Wilk is a freelance writer 
and single mom to a six-year-
old, red-headed, Irish, Aries 
boy who is growing up way 
too fast. Follow  “The Ginger 
Gent” on PinkPlayMags blog 
page, and Brave. Creative. Me 
at www.kellywilk.ca.

Women in Film and Television 
Toronto
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Being Japanese Canadian: reflections on a 
broken world
Through August 5
Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen’s Park, Toronto
Encounter personal perspectives on the exile, dispossession, 
and internment of Japanese Canadians during the 1940s, 
through a series of artworks interspersed throughout the 
Sigmund Samuel Gallery of Canada.
www.rom.on.ca
Tip:  Perhaps do a little reading on the WWII internment 
camps for Japanese Canadians in advance of your visit.  Try 
“The Enemy That Never Was”, by Ken Adachi.

Brian Jungen: Friendship Centre
Through August 25
Art Gallery of Ontario, 317 Dundas St. W., Toronto
A new way of looking at Brian Jungen’s internationally 
acclaimed art practice, including the first-ever presentation 
of the artist’s archive that offers the viewer insight into his 
unique method of art production. A selection of Jungen’s 
sculptures made of re-purposed objects and materials will be 
exhibited alongside moving image work that explores a long 
history of cultural inequality, a concern for the environment, 
and a profound commitment to Indigenous ways of knowing 
and making.
www.ago.ca
Tip:  Wear comfy shoes and bring an open mind.

Treasures of a Desert Kingdom: The Royal 
Arts of Jodhpur, India
Through September 2
Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen’s Park, Toronto
From one of India’s greatest former kingdoms come the 
sumptuous royal arts of Jodhpur, Rajasthan.  Intricate 
paintings, dazzling jewellery, meticulous textiles, and luxury 
decorative arts tell stories of conquest, kingship, strategic 
alliances, gender roles, and life at court.  These treasures were 
produced under the patronage of a dynasty that ruled this 
desert kingdom for centuries, until India’s independence in 
1947.
www.rom.on.ca
Tip:  Give yourself as much time as possible to really 
explore the stunning items in this exhibit, and hit the gift 
shop on the way out.

MCLC Lions Farmers Market
Wednesdays through October 16;  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Mississauga Celebration Square, 300 City Centre Dr., 
Mississauga
From farm country to city centre, this summer eat fresh and 
shop local.  Farmers will be offering a broad variety of items 
including homemade preserves, baked goods, honey, locally 
produced wine, and the finest selection of Ontario fruits and 
vegetables.
www.mississaugacelebrationsquare.ca
Tip:  This market is run by the Lions Club, a charitable 
service project operating locally since 1975. you’ll get great 
local food products and support local charities.

by Sherry Sylvain

SUMMER
IN THE CITY
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Switch: The Village
June 18/19/20; 9:00 p.m.
Buddies In Bad Times Theatre, 12 Alexander St., Toronto
Starting at Buddies, The Switch Collective invites you on a 
performance that ventures through the village, accompanied 
by portable projections, song and soundscape, poetry, shadow 
puppetry, dance, and movement-based storytelling. Using a 
transformative justice framework, Switch: The Village explores 
our relationships to Toronto’s Gay Village, queer history, 
invisibilization, and ideal futures.
www.buddiesinbadtimes.com
Tip:  Since you’ll be walking around the village, you might 
want to bedazzle some comfy shoes.

Simply SILKY
June 19; from 8:00 p.m.
Fly 2.0, 6 Gloucester St., Toronto
Silky Nutmeg Ganache is making her Toronto debut at FLY, 
just in time for the Pride festivities.  Scratch the surface of this 
larger-than-life queen and you’ll find a softer side of Silky — 
someone who was raised in the church, has a master’s degree 
in organizational leadership, and is even on her way to 
getting her doctorate in philosophy. Big Silk is the life of any 
party, and you’ll always know when she’s in the building.  The 
soirée will be hosted by one of Toronto’s legendary queens 
herself, Sofonda Cox.
www.flyyyz.com
Tip:  Get your tickets early, arrive early, enjoy this event in 
the final weeks before Fly 2.0 closes forever.

Laugh Riot
June 21; 8:00 p.m.
Buddies In Bad Times Theatre, 12 Alexander St., Toronto
A celebration of community, and of those who sacrificed so 
much so that we could live and laugh loudly and proudly 
today. Canadian Comedy Award winner Chanty Marostica 
hosts a Queer and Present Danger comedy variety show, with 
headliners Kyle Brownrigg and Brandon Ash-Mohammed.
www.buddiesinbadtimes.com
Tip:  If you are easily offended, hyper politically correct, or 
somehow otherwise devoid of humour, this might not be 
for you.  Prepare to laugh at yourself and your friends.

The MOTOWN PARTY
June 21; 10:00 p.m.
Revival Bar, 783 College St., Toronto
A network of soul music events that happens in over eight 
cities worldwide with each city’s best DJs, while raising 
money for local charities that benefit women, children, and 
marginalized communities. They are committed to creating a 
safe space for everyone.  Positive Vibes Only.
www.revivalbar.com
Tip:  Dress to impress and practice all your best era and 
genre specific dance moves.

TD Toronto Jazz Festival
June 21 – 30
Various venues across Toronto
What began in 1987 as an eight-day showcase of jazz now 
attracts in excess of 500,000 loyal patrons annually over 
10-days, as more than 1,500 musicians entertain all across 
the city. The Festival has become a destination event not just 
for music lovers, but for some of the greatest jazz celebrities 
in the world, reinforcing its reputation as a leader in artistic 
excellence and outstanding production standards.
www.torontojazz.com
Tip:  Check all the various shows and events on the 
website, and try to plan a walking or transit route which 
will take you to as many as possible each day.

Spearhead 2019 Boat Cruise
July 1;  1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Obsession III, 249 Queens Quay W., Toronto
A fun filled cruise on Lake Ontario.  Enjoy the scenery of the 
islands as you enjoy a 3-course lunch on the Obsession III.  Dance 
off lunch on the upper deck and help celebrate Spearhead’s 49th 
year.  $70.00 ea. + service fee.
www.spearheadtoronto.com
Tip:  Prepare for great fun with Toronto’s wonderful LGBT 
leather and denim social and charitable fundraising group.

Toronto Fringe Festival
July 3 to 14
Various venues
Inspired by the worldwide fringe movement, Toronto Fringe 
was founded by a cluster of local indie artists in 1989 to offer 
the “fringes” of the performing arts community a platform to 
create art at a grassroots level. It’s theatre by the people, for 
the people.
www,fringetoronto.com
Tip:  Review the website for the broad selection of 
productions that will be available at various venues.

Annual ICP Ball
July 6; 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
The 519 Community Centre, 519 Church St., Toronto
Imperial Crown Princess Rebekka Blake and Imperial Crown 
Prince Billy Blake cordially invite you to The Annual ICP Ball 
for the Imperial Court of Toronto. Performances will feature 
past and present ICPs and invited guests.  All proceeds to the 
charities of The Imperial Court of Toronto.
www.theimperialcourtoftoronto.com
Tip:  Bring small bills to tip the performers.  All the 
performers are donating their time, and ALL tips are 
donated to the charities.
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Peterborough Bondage Expo: Shibari in 
the Patch
July 13; from 4:00 p.m.
Personal Touch Banquet Hall, 1135 Lansdowne St. W., 
Peterborough
The region’s largest performance and vendor expo celebrating 
BDSM and the fetish lifestyle.  With over 9000 sq. ft of space, 
you can expect a huge Main Stage, Presenters, Vendors, 
Interactive Dungeon, Education, Workshops, DJ, Food and 
Drink, all under one roof.
www.personaltouchbanquethall.com
Tip:  This is definitely geared toward the BDSM Lifestyle 
and Pro communities; not a casual viewing event.

RuPaul’s Drag Race: Season 11 Tour 
July 14; 6:00 p.m. 
Danforth Music Hall, 147 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
The cast of season 11 of RuPaul’s Drag Race. All Ages Event. 
VIP Meet and Greet entry @ 
6:00pm, Regular Doors @ 7:00pm. Hosted by Asia O’Hara.
www.vossevents.com 
Tip: If you don’t already have tickets, you’ll have to be 
cautious dealing with re-sellers, and prepared to pay a 
premium. Don’t judge your local queens based on this, or 
forget to support them.

Halal Food Fest Toronto
July 20 and 21
The International Centre, 6900 Airport Rd., Mississauga
Food sampling from dozens of exhibitors, plus a full bazaar. 
Full meals will also be available for purchase from a variety 
of restaurants and catering companies representing Toronto’s 
diverse halal food scene. A food festival is not complete 
without live cooking demonstrations, performances, panel 
discussions, and more.
www.halalfoodfestto.com
Tip:  Wear comfy shoes, baggy clothes, and go on an empty 
stomach.

Toronto Food Truck Festival
August 3 to 5
Woodbine Park, 1695 Queen St. E., Toronto
Serving up some real must-eats.  As always, admission is free, 
and there’s something for everyone.  Entertain yourself with 
some of Toronto’s best local talent, participate in the live-
eating challenges.  You can even enjoy a cold beer, if you like.
www.canadianfoodtruckfestivals.com/toronto
Tip:  Bring cash and some antacids.

Vegandale Food and Drink Festival
August 10; 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Fort York National Historic Site, 250 Fort York Blvd., Toronto
Over 100 of the best vendors from across North America will 
be available for one day only, dishing up incredible vegan 
food, drinks, and merchandise. There will also be great music, 
stage entertainment, larger than life art installations, and 
games.
www.vegandalefest.com/toronto/tickets
Tip:  If you are a carnivore, this is not going to be the best 
place you could be.

Pan American Food and Music Festival
August 17 and 18
Yonge-Dundas Square, 1 Dundas St. E., Toronto
This is Canada’s only event that brings together the 41 
countries that make up the American continent.  With more 
than 20 chefs, 40 performances, and over 600 artists on 
stage, there is something for everyone at this event.
www.panamfest.com
Tip:  With such a broad selection of food items and cooking 
styles, maybe go in a group prepared for lots of nibbling 
and sharing.

The Franchise Expo
September 7 and 8; 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The International Centre, 6900 Airport Rd., Mississauga
See over 150 of the most successful franchises, plus brand 
new opportunities from every industry.  The only opportunity 
to see and compare all your full and part-time business 
ownership options under one roof.  $10.00 at the door.
www.franchiseshowinfo.com/toronto-september-show/visitor/
Tip:  If you have capital available, this may be a great 
opportunity to become your own boss and plan for your 
best future.

Sherry Sylvain is a transgender woman who has been 
working in the LGBTQ community for too many years 
to count (or admit to).
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“PROTECT YOURSELF!”
Criminal
Defence

• Bail Hearings
• Drug Offences
• Drunk Driving
• Assault, Theft
• Robbery

Lawsuits
• Civil
• Commercial
• Collections
• Wrongful Dismissal
• Negligence
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate Litigation
• Family Law

Tel: 416 .869.0707 Fax: 1.905.433.0507
Cell/Text: 416.442.5888

e-mail: jherszkopf@on.aibn.com

FREE CONSULTATION

Jer r y He r s zkop f – Bar r i s t e r & So l i c i t o r

197 Spadina Avenue, Suite 402, Toronto, ON  M5T 2C8
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CANADIAN THANKSGIVING AND COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND

BBCM.ORG

WELCOME TO MONTREAL
EVERY OCTOBER!

BBCM_WPF_FullP.indd   1 17-01-30   15:38
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Although most people 
consume movies as an escape 
or a respite from the tedium 
and stress of their daily lives, 
my own interest in film has 
been, more often than not, 
rooted in the technical aspects 
of production.
As a young man in my 20s, I volunteered at a 
local community theatre company, working with 
the carpenters, painters and set designers to 
build the illusory environments of  the stage that 
contained the performers and their stories.

Later, when I began to go to the cinema, what 
really grabbed my attention wasn’t the story lines 
necessarily, but the ways in which whole worlds 
were created for the screen. Whether period 
pieces, science fiction or fantasy films, the most 
interesting part of  the productions for me was 
the way those built environments were created. 
Based on my past experience with theatrical set 
building, I knew that the level of  detail I saw in 
films was a huge challenge for the creators.

Classical examples of  the transition from live 
theatre set building to construction for the big 
screen abound. One of  the earliest I recall was 
the 1927 film Metropolis directed by Fritz Lang. 
Its German Expressionist visual design (and its 
extended running time for a film of  that era) 
fascinated me. 

Another fascinating collection of  cinematic 
work was produced by Italian director Federico 

Fellini, whose quasi-surrealist set design and 
casting decisions fascinated me. The grotesque 
extras of  his production of  Satyricaon and the 
strange structures in 8-1/2 were mesmerizing.

With the advent of  high-definition film 
production, the required attention to detail was 
amped up ten-fold. The tiniest details were 
now available for the viewers’ consideration 
and illusion became reality, as even the most 
transient details of  costume construction 
and prop building required a dedicated focus. 
High definition technology demanded that 
no shortcuts could be taken when detailing 
cinematic reality.

From The Heart

By Mychol Scully
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The world-building detail of  Stanley Kubrik’s 
2001: A Space Odyssey continues to engage me. 
What most captivated me was the intense 
attention to the most mundane details, 
epitomized by the humorous zero-gravity toilet 
scene with its ten-step set of  instructions for use. 

Of  course, no discussion of  cinematic world 
building would be complete without considering 
director Peter Jackson’s treatment of  J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s Lord of  the Rings trilogy. Tolkien’s 

writing was so intensely detailed that bringing 
his work to the big screen required a major 
commitment to the cinematic arts. The books’ 
dedicated readership meant that any failure 
to adequately present a fully-realized Middle 
Earth on the screen would be met with the 
harshest criticism. I believe Jackson fulfils 
that commitment and successfully delivers a 
complete rendition of  that fantasy world.

As the technology of  film advances, we can 
expect greater and greater execution of  detail 
rendering. Although virtual reality has not yet 
fulfilled it’s long-standing promise, I do believe 
that eventually we will enjoy fully-emersive 
cinematic experiences that aggressively blur the 
line between representation and reality. When 
that day comes, we would be well-advised to 
regularly check in with ourselves to maintain 
a healthy grasp of  what constitutes objective 
reality, leat we find ourselves irrevocably lost 
down the rabbit hole of  cinematic illusion. 

I think a forest camping excursion may be in the 
cards this summer to reinforce lived experience 
before the illusions take me away entirely.

Mychol Scully is Senior Art Director for  
INspired Media Inc. 
publications PinkPlayMags, 
theBUZZ, The Local Biz 
Magazine, and The Pink 
Pages Directory.  Mychol 
is available for thoughtful 
conversation or lascivious 
teasing  anytime at  
mychol@mychol.com.
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Summer Horoscopes
by Julie Antoinette

Julie is a Sociology and Psychology 
graduate, a Psychotherapy Intern 
and a lifelong student of the 
psyche. She seeks to relay intuitive 
messages of guidance from the 
collective astrological archetypes.  
As above, so below. 

CINEMA56 summerplay! 2019

Aries (March 21 – April 20)
You are exploring the theme of value.  Namely, your value.  Let’s Google 
the definition of value, shall we?  Noun.  “The regard that something is 
held to deserve; the importance, worth, or usefulness of something.”  
Now that you know what it means, apply it to yourself and your gifts 
and go live it.

Taurus (April 21 – May 21)
Not everything can be measured using the “bottom line” approach.  
Sure, you’re the aficionado of the zodiac when it comes to materialism.  
However, as Einstein (is presumed) to have said,  “Not everything that 
counts can be counted and not everything that can be counted counts.”  

Gemini (May 22 – June 21)
Be careful to keep your word and follow through on a promise you have 
made.  Someone will be following up to hold you to your words spoken 
some weeks ago.  An impression of your integrity will be based on your 
ability to follow through.  Don’t fall through.  

Cancer (June 22 – July 22)
You are feeling extra-intuitive recently.  You only need to step into a 
space and you can feel its energy.  You could be a historian by collecting 
the stories the walls could tell you.  Maybe bring your voice recorder or 
notepad.  If you’re a writer, this could be excellent material for you.   

Leo (July 23 – August 22)
A decision made in a family enterprise requires close consideration.  A 
buyer will make an attractive offer to acquire a well-established brand 
built on passion, service and trust.  These qualities have taken years to 
establish and require dedication to maintain.  Don’t sell out just to get 
the hell out.   

Virgo (August 23 – September 23)
You thought you were going to KonMari-it-up on behalf of your household 
and everything but the kitchen sink has been purged.  However, despite 
your militaristic efforts, new stuff has systematically made its way back 
into your abode.  How has this happened?  Here’s why: The universe 
abhors a vacuum. 

Libra (September 24 – October 23)
You find yourself in the company of two powerful personalities.  One 
represents financial power and all the wonderful weight it can move.  
The other represents the intangible power of knowledge and all the 
wonderful ideas it can inspire.  Your task is to combine these two 
with just the right balance and flair to form a beautiful and brilliant 
manifestation.

Scorpio (October 24 – November 22)
Scorpio, please, give perfection a break.  Even perfection as a concept 
itself can’t live up to your expectations.  Try to embrace the concept 
of “perfecting” instead.  Some gratuitous wisdom for you: “Perfection 
is the enemy of excellence.”  Perfection indicates an end point while 
excellence excels.  

Sagittarius (November 23 – December 21)
Someone in your life needs a dose of your carefree gregarious 
personality.  Stat. This person is your typical “Type A” and doesn’t realize 
the immense stress this causes for themselves and others.  Let’s Google 
the definition of “Devil-may-care” shall we?  Adjective. “Cheerful and 
reckless; lighthearted.”  You may be delighted to learn a thing or two 
yourself from this person.  It will be a lovely exchange.  

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)
A business decision requires careful consideration.  Innovation is 
needed to enliven stagnant energy and to progress with the times.  
But the tried, tested and true methods have never failed.  You must 
bring in lateral thinkers to gather the qualities of these two opposing 
philosophies towards a solution and a concrete plan moving forward.  
A revolution awaits.  

Aquarius (January 20 – February 19)
You are experiencing some sort of unfortunate circumstance but all is 
not as glum as it may seem.  I like to believe that when unfortunate 
things happen, there is some kind of good that comes out of it.  Call 
it karmic balancing.  Maybe you were fired from a job, but a different 
job better suited to your talents and skills appears - and you meet your 
soulmate!  Maybe someone rejected you, but that rejection liberated 
you from an unhealthy relationship – and then you meet your soulmate!  
Look for the silver lining because behind the clouds, the sun is always 
shining.  

Pisces (February 20 – March 20)
Betrayal is one of those things that can bring the strongest amongst us 
to our knees because it pierces the heart so deep.  If the relationship 
in question is significant and a decision to remain connected is made, 
you can bet a lot of work lies ahead to rebuild trust.  It is said that 
Rome wasn’t built in a day.  But it can burn down in a day.  Destruction 
happens instantly.  Creation takes time
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by Michael McNeely
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1950s Cinema
In the cinema of  the 1950s, homosexuality 
didn’t exist. And even if  it did (shh) it was evil 
and not to be trifled with. 

Alfred Hitchcock may have been one of  
the few directors that knowingly hired gay 
and bisexual actors, such as Farley Granger, 
Anthony Perkins, and Cary Grant, but more 
often than not, he cast these “out” actors in 
creepy villainous roles. The exception against 
the rule was Cary Grant, who was everyone’s 
leading man, and who would epitomize his 
charisma (and real-life mysterious nature) 
in Stanley Donen’s, Charade, a Hitchcock 
homage.

Hitchcock’s Rope (1948), is considered 
ground-breaking for this period. As the 
camera moves around the killers’ apartment, 
one realizes there is only one bedroom for 
the both of  them. However, this depiction 
of  homosexuality only put gays on the map 
as cold-blooded killers that enjoyed doing 
experiments to see how they could kill and 
hide a body. Not to disparage these actors’ 
famously creepy roles, including Anthony 
Perkins’ classic cross-dressing iteration as 
Norman (and Norma) Bates, but deviation of  
sexual and gender norms were a surefire way 
to be marked as a villain, even if  one was just a 
pathetic and misunderstood bad guy that was 
easily dealt with.

As veterans returned home from World War 
II in the latter part of  the 1940s, gendered 
expectations became emphasized in the 1950s 
as a means to ensure that the veterans could 
return to their old jobs. The problem? Women 
were reluctant to leave the positions they were 
only supposed to keep warm as part of  the 
war effort. Men were supposed to bring home 
the bacon, while women needed to cook it 

and feed the baby, while maintaining the aura 
that everything was hunky dory at home (even 
though the women were struggling with high 
rates of  mental illness and alienation).

Films depicted the way one should live. 
Happily married, with a bevy of  children 
and a white picket fence. Even exceptions to 
this rule were changed into the status quo by 
the film’s end – such as Billy Wilder’s 1960 
masterpiece, The Apartment, in which C.C. 
Baxter, played by Jack Lemmon, needs to 
learn to be less of  a pushover. In this film, in 
order to get promoted at work, Baxter lends 
the use of  his apartment for his bosses to 
have casual affairs, and, in time, Baxter ends 
up falling in love with a mistreated mistress 
himself. As a result of  sexual and gendered 
deviance (Lemmon’s character is a weakling), 
the mistress ends up trying to take her own 
life, and Baxter must slap some sense into her. 
The film has a requisite happy ending in which 
matrimony, job security, and children are not 
far from view.

Whether in thriller or horror, or comedy 
or drama, there was a straight and narrow 
path one had to follow. Even if  the actors 
putting on the film had their own gossipy 
extracurricular affairs, your church-going 
family could still enjoy moral instruction at 
the cinema, where implicit lessons taught 
everyone to conform to their societal roles. 
A boy’s best friend was not his mother, after 
all, and it was the weak, effeminate figures one 
had to watch out for.

Michael McNeely is a 2nd year law student; 
entertainment and accessibility critic; filmmaker; and 
aspiring actor. He enjoys meaningful representations 
of LGBT folks and those with 
disabilities in the popular 
media, and is waiting for the 
day where nuance, instead of 
stereotype and prejudice, is 
the norm. Michael is deaf-
blind, meaning that he enjoys 
the presence of subtitles and 
other accessibility features.
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