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Publisher
From the Publisher

Congratulations, ladies and gentlemen.
If you are reading this magazine right now, you have
officially survived the Maya Apocalypse of 2012. There
really is nothing like a close brush with death to wake you
up in the morning!
What a beautiful idea—that one minute the world can
be on the verge of collapse, and then in the short span of
a sigh the threat has passed and the future has emerged
before us like a boundless, unchartered land. I know
what you’re thinking: what an overdramatic reading of
the pop-culture driven doomsday prophecy that we have
so thoroughly explored over the past year—and I agree
with you. Nonetheless it can, perhaps, act as an allegory
for the more subtle changes taking place all around us.
Between a precarious economic climate and the still recent
politic upheaval around the globe, the future is a murky
scene for even the most intuitive. There is no denying
that there is a lot wrong with the world today and that
we have many personal, environmental and political
decisions on the horizon. Which is why, in the face of all
this uncertainty, I wanted to put out, with our wonderful
team of contributors, this year-long, four-issue project as a
sort of love letter to my community.
My community! What can I say to you? Throughout the
years we have been intimate, we laughed, we went out
for dinner, we danced together at clubs, we celebrated our
accomplishments, and we had our little arguments, but like
all solid couples we worked through it, and I have had, with
you, twenty-five of the best years of my life. I love you.
As for this issue of the magazine it is a very unique
format to our regular way of doing things. All the features
and columns you are used to, have been put aside to
make way to close to 30 interviews with people from our

community, talking about the future. This is the conclusion
to our 2012 saga that took you on a journey through:
Green Earth, Nourishing the Body, Healing the Spirit…and
now A New Beginning.
So how did the Mayan civilization end? That question
is a difficult one and, although there are many possible
explanations, no one really knows the answer. Competing
theories range from foreign invasion to social turmoil, the
collapse of trade routes, epidemic disease, widespread
drought and systemic ecological collapse. There are many
factors that might have contributed to the collapse of
such a complex society. Imagine, a civilization famous for
having the only fully developed written language of preColumbian South America vanishes without a clue and no
one really knows why. The information we do have, and the
information that is perhaps most relevant in our day-to-day,
is that the great can fall, the world turns, and that change
is the only constant part of life. This is significant because it
means that we have the power to enact that change, and
to determine the direction of that turn. It is something we
can’t let ourselves forget as we move towards the future
and the decisions it holds.
Another thing you shouldn’t forget is that you can win
$500 in cash by solving the language puzzle featured on
the cover of every issue of the past year. See the ad in this
issue or visit our website (www.pinkplaymags.com) for
details. Good luck.
With this issue we celebrate five years of PinkPlayMags.
A fantastic five years that we would love to thank you for
from the bottom of our gay hearts. Our future seems to
be a fitting theme for the last PinkPlayMags issue of 2012.
Enjoy.

A New Beginning

Antoine Elhashem
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Editor
From the Editor

Reading over the various answers to
our questions from the people in the
community, it was easy to see certain themes come
up: gender fluidity, fighting for equality and trans rights,
combating bullying and connecting with LGBTQ youth. All
these issues are so vitally important and go hand-in-hand
with everyone being able to live their lives fully accepted
and fully loved for who they are. It makes me proud to call
myself a member of our community.
It’s been quite a journey this year. We’ve pulled our
magazine apart and told an ongoing story over the course
of these last twelve months. We began at a macro level
and looked at our Planet Earth and how we as a global
community thrive and come into conflict over this vast
blue and green ball hurtling through space. We spoke
about aiming for more sustainable living, which allowed
us to segue perfectly into looking a little more closely at
all these people on the planet—what makes us tick, how
we can stay healthy and how we can work with the Earth
to sustain all these souls. And then we took a deep look
at all these souls, their various faiths and belief systems.
It’s a complicated global community. If you break it down
into the smaller individual communities of people though,
I believe the problem is no longer insurmountable. And
that’s just what the world is, isn’t it? All these smaller
communities trying to get along on a larger scale.
And that brings us to our final issue and December 21,
2012—the end of the Maya Long Count Calendar and
the theme that started this epic journey in the first place.
The End of the World! It’s funny, but that trip to the ROM
with Antoine feels like it was a lifetime ago. I remember
being absolutely fascinated by the exhibit, the way it was
presented told a story of a civilization’s beginning through

its rise to power and it’s almost sudden end. It struck me
how much we take for granted and how fragile humanity
is, how easily it can be snuffed out. It also made me realize
just how resilient we are as a race. Looking back over
history—the Greeks, Egyptians, Celts, Romans, Mayans—
no matter the challenges faced, even near extinction, we
survive, we find a way to recreate ourselves.
That is what our final issue is all about. Is this the end of
the world? Yes, I believe so. The old world needs to end in
order for us to continue forward along the path we journey
on. We need to change our ways if we are to keep this
global community of ours safe, healthy and prosperous.
We need to take better care of the planet—we only have
the one. We need to take better care of ourselves and
each other, our neighbours in our local community and in
communities across the planet. We need to enrich our lives
with culture and art and creativity and we need to honour
our spiritual side, no matter how that manifests, as long as
it is with love, compassion and an open mind.
I’m not at all surprised that we ended up tackling such
a huge overarching theme in our fifth year—I think the
number five is significant, especially in today’s world of
print publication. Mystically in numerology 5 represents the
courageous, passionate adventurer, traveller to new places
and free-thinker of new ideas. I think that fits our littlemagazine-that-could quite nicely, don’t you?
So, to all, I wish you holidays that are safe and cheerful
and filled with the love of your family and friends, because
that is where community starts. And we’ll see you in the
brand New Year with fresh eyes for New Beginnings in a
New World.

A New Beginning

Jeff Harrison
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In Conversation:
Alex Abramovich
with Melissa Benner

Alex Abramovich is an academic, activist, and artist, combining all three passions into a
compelling argument for social change. Currently working on a Ph.D. at University of Toronto,
Alex is an advocate for homeless LGBTQ youth and a world based on respect and love.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this past year?
My research focuses on LGBTQ youth homelessness and the
lack of support available in Toronto. Specifically, I look at the
changes that need to be implemented in Toronto’s shelter
system in order for it to become safer, more accessible, and
more supportive for LGBTQ youth.
I also work very hard at trying to shift the ways knowledge
has traditionally been produced. LGBTQ youth with lived
experiences of homelessness are the experts of their own
experiences. It’s time we begin listening to their important and
insightful stories.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
The Toronto District School Board issued new guidelines
regarding acceptance around gender identity, and the recent
anti-bullying legislation in Ontario come to mind. These are
good examples of our society moving in the right direction.
I truly hope to see more of this, especially for young people.
What still needs work in our local community?
We still need to do a lot of work around raising awareness
about the issues of LGBTQ youth homelessness. A lot of people
do not know that 25-40% of homeless youth identify as
LGBTQ, and that there are no specialized shelters or housing
for LGBTQ youth in Canada. It’s also a very serious problem in
Toronto: there is minimal support available and this needs to
change immediately.

about these issues. We can also raise awareness by writing
letters to the City of Toronto’s Shelter, Support and Housing
Administration Division, and to our local City Councilors.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
The transformation I would most like to see is for the world
to stop being so homophobic and transphobic. The underlying
message of homophobia and transphobia is hatred. Life would
be more livable for so many people if we lived in an accepting
world that truly nurtured love and taught people about love.
I would like to see the world become a place where youth do
not end up on the streets because of their LGBTQ identities, a
world where people can walk down the street and not have to
worry about holding hands with the person they love, a world
where there is acceptance for trans people, starting with the
extremely simple act of adding gender neutral washrooms
wherever there are gendered washrooms.
Homophobia and transphobia destroy people’s lives and the
world desperately needs to shift towards becoming a more
loving place where people are accepted regardless of their
sexual and gender identities.
Melissa Benner is a writer, educator
and community organizer, living in
Toronto.

How do you think we can accomplish that?
People need to start raising awareness by engaging in dialogue
around LGBTQ youth homelessness and educating one another

A New Beginning
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What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
In the summer I had a show called TERROR!ST. It was one large piece
that was about 6x10 feet, a textile piece…that took a long time. I think
it was 172 of these individual pieces that are all hand sewn and stitched
together. I’ve got this rep as the penis artist that I wear proudly. I really
think sexuality is something to celebrate and empower people and one
of the reasons I put that large missile phallus in the middle of that piece
was to draw attention to the way sexuality is used to oppress, torture
and do harm. All those multicoloured faces I don’t see as terrorists, I see
those faces as the people out there…getting arrested for dancing in a
church in Moscow. Those aren’t terrorists. They are outlaws.

In Conversation:

Philip Hare
with Kelly Wilk

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that gives
you hope and promise for the future?
In Uganda this year there was a Pride Parade—that for me is huge.
That gives me great hope. I think there is a lot of work to be done in
Canada for Queer rights. I see so much looking abroad, we are so lucky
to be living in this country, and I see places like Uganda or Nebraska,
where people are fighting for rights that we, well that a lot of people,
are taking for granted already. When I see something happening in a
countrys where lesbian and gay rights are still in their infancy I am really
encouraged.
What still needs work in our local community?

Philip Hare (www.philiphare.
com) is a charismatic and
passionate
visual
artist
who works primarily with
textiles. He explores issues
of gender and sexuality from
a queer perspective. Hare
is a member of Propeller
Centre for the Visual Arts
and is currently showing in
Hard Twist 7, Touch Me,
Feel Me (November 1st to
January 27, 2013) at the
Gladstone Hotel. His latest
work “TERROR!ST” will be
part of The Penis Project
at Buddies in Bad Times
(November 30, 2012).
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Personally I think we really need to work on our government around the
criminalization of HIV. It’s an extremely important wrong that is being
committed against the community. The criminalization of HIV is just
something that I am incredibly angry about and moved to create around.
Actually that was part of what the inspiration behind TERROR!ST. My art
is a form of protest.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
By being honest with ourselves and the rest of the people in the world.
I really believe that we as individuals have to take responsibility for our
bodies and our well being. I’m in a relationship, it’s not like I’m out
there playing the field, but if I was I would certainly be coming from the
place where I would be acting like I was HIV positive and all the people
I am encountering are HIV positive. That removes the politics from it
completely.
What necessary transformation would you like to see happen in
the world?
It makes me crazy that we are so disconnected. I would like to see people
loving themselves on every level, including who they are as erotic beings.
Kelly Wilk is a freelance writer, Reiki Master
and Reflexologist working and living in Toronto
(www.feetmatter.ca). She has contributed to
LoveInToronto.com reviewing Queer Community
events. businesses and Pride-flagged restaurants
(wwwloveintoronto.com/tag/Kelly-Wilk).
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In Conversation: Tara-Michelle Ziniuk
with cee sando

Tara-Michelle
writer,

editor

Ziniuk
and

activist.

is

a
She

Toronto-based

is

the

author

of

Emergency Contact (McGilligan Books, 2006) and Somewhere To
Run From (Tightrope Books, 2009). She is currently parenting a
toddler, writing her first novel and cooking up a storm. She can
be found exclaiming about reality TV on twitter @therealrealtmz.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?

problems that bullying is born from.

I saw through year five of my Birds of Paradise plan for
Halloween this year. I’ve been drag queen-esque versions of
fabulous birds: swan, peacock, flamingo, chicken and now
ostrich. I’m also working on a book project that reflects on
the history and impact of the Toronto Women’s Bookstore, and
serves as a bit of a love letter to the community that space
created.

How do you think we can accomplish that?

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
I think there’s been some solid attention paid to early AIDS
activism in a way that I didn’t see coming and find inspiring.
I think films like How To Survive A Plague and Studio 180’s
production of Larry Kramer’s The Normal Heart have done
a good job at looking not only at HIV/AIDS, but at lessons
in activist organizing, rifts in the LGBTQ community and in
opening up conversations that need to happen. I’m thinking
specifically about conversations between generations, really
looking at how we can stand for the same things but express
and deal with them very differently, whether or not we want
to work with government and pharmacy. I think we’ve known
that our community is not homogeneous (no pun intended),
but even the more radical side of it has divisions. I think once
we can talk about that, we can move forward from it. I’m glad
that these discussions are surfacing, even if it’s taken 30 years.
What still needs work in our local community?
I’m going to say two different things that come to mind:
1. We need to protect queer and trans community-made media.
That means independent bookstores, campus-community radio
stations and programs, publications and so on. This is our voice
and our history and has to be part of our future.
2. We need to stop telling young queer and trans people who
are bullied to wait it out, and start working on the systemic

In the first instance, I think it means that corporate media can
only have so much of the pie. There has to be pressure on the
CRTC, the city and industry to preserve community space and
community needs.
The second is a huge topic, but I think that as much as we
want to empower youth, which we do, we also need to think
about how to be active in the difficult work that is dealing
with perpetrators [of bullying] and doing it in a way that values
community-based rehabilitation and popular education.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
The world might be too big a topic for me to take on, but
locally—Ford Nation is reminding me a lot of the Harris days. I
don’t want to revisit those. I think we need to start looking at
how we as LGBTQ people fit into the broader socio-economic
and regional communities we exist in, and be responsible
to the most vulnerable members of our communities. I want
Canadian courts to decriminalize sex work and HIV. And I’d like
people stop telling me I look like Katy Perry.
Currently calling Toronto home, cee
sando (@xox_cee) rarely sits still.
Jet-setting throughout the Caribbean,
France, Dubai, India, Mexico, the
USA and Canada, cee documents her
experiences through words, photos and
her fashion choices. Obsessed with style
and pop culture, cee has a bohemian
heart and readily admits her love for
the classic rock-and-roll lifestyle

A New Beginning
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In Conversation:
Jonny Bunning
with Jaime Woo

Jonny Bunning recently came to Toronto from the UK and works for a public
relations agency specializing in film. His love of film has him going around
the city to check out film shoots and help promote local productions.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
I guess really finding a career, a job that I enjoy. Working
with filmmakers is really satisfying in Canada—getting to
work with amazing stories, amazing films. For example,
at Hot Docs, I was helping out Herman’s House, a feature
film about America’s longest serving solitary confinement
prisoner for 40 years—it’s a pretty intense story—
spreading the message on social media. Getting the story
out there, especially for Canadian film, it’s a struggle to
compete against Hollywood films, so contributing to get
those films noticed.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
Seeing Pride flourish this year, in the sense that it may
have had problems with funding, seeing that community
event come together. I like the idea of finding a place there,
no matter where you think you belong. I don’t know where
I fit into the community but I want to go down to show
support and be part of that cultural mix. Also, some of
the other cultural events: I really like the 519 Community
Centre. I went to some of the movies held outdoors and
enjoyed being with the community and watching movies
with other people. I had a lonely day and there was a
screening of Hedwig And The Angry Inch. To then find a
space to be part of, it felt good.
What still needs work in our local community?
Going somewhere and meeting people, I find that tough. I
end up online trying to find a community group or an event
I can be part of. I used to be part of a hiking group in the
UK but I find it harder here. It’s a bit daunting not coming
from Canada. I still get caught off-guard by not knowing
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the local knowledge. I’m not sure how other immigrants
deal with that.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
I’ve made some really great friends through Twitter, and
trying to have a common interest. I kind of have a lovehate relationship with social media, because I think you
still need that personal contact. I’ve made some friends
just being in line waiting for a movie at Inside Out, just
chatting with the people around me.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
That is such a huge, daunting question to answer! I
think the general spreading sense of awareness of their
surroundings—people are just in their own bubbles and
not aware of what’s around them. Being able to see from
another’s perspective, I know it sounds lame, but walking
in someone else’s shoes.
Creator of Gamercamp—Toronto’s
indie game jamboree—Jaime
Woo wonders: when things are
so disposable or prone to become
obsolete, how do we balance
experiencing what’s new while
being respectful of the planet?
Maybe the solution is ensuring we
discover the full value of the things
we love.
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Eat Smart Eat Fresh
634 Church Street (South of Bloor), M4Y 2G3 | 416-966-3991
Hours: Monday - Friday 11 am - 10 pm, Saturday 10am - 10pm,
Sunday 10am - 4pm
info@lolaskitchen.ca | www.lolaskitchen.ca
We accept Visa, MC, Amex & Debit
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A new feature on
PinkPlayMags.com
highlighting a different
business every month
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In Conversation:
Deb Singh
with cee sando

Deb Singh is an activist warrior, fighting and resisting the world we live in. She is a queer
Indo-Caribbean settler on Turtle Island who spends her days supporting survivors of sexual
violence at the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre/Multicultural Women Against Rape and spends
nights writing, reading and choosing her outfits.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
This year I am most proud of accomplishing a trans inclusive
policy for the event I am the coordinator of: Take Back the
Night (TBTN) at the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre/Multicultural
Women Against Rape (TRCC/MWAR). Although we are still
working on the overall policy for the organization, I am truly
proud that we finally made time and space for the issue.
Personally, I am proud of getting through a hard year of
thinking about having a baby as a queer, single parent person.
It’s hard to not project how this should be done when the
hetero model of baby making is much more apparent (pun
intended!) than queer struggles around parenting. I am just
proud that I haven’t lost my head yet with all the information
and journeying around becoming a parent!
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
Well with Toby’s Act, Bill 33, we can finally add gender identity
to the Ontario Human Rights Code. This is a real victory in
some sense because this is now a fundamental human right.
And the hope is that if this is reflected at the federal level and
in the most important document to Ontarians (in terms of our
rights), then we can hope to expect that other institutions will
follow suit. The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) is finally
talking about gender non-conforming kids in school, so that
is something.
What still needs work in our local community?
So much! There is still a lot of internalized sexism, transphobia
and queerphobia in our communities and we perpetuate it on
ourselves and each other. I would like to see our straight allies
do more work around the supremacy of heteronormativity.

Straight people as allies have all sorts of power and it’s high
time we have a conversation about the powers that be in our
communities and how we can deconstruct the system, versus
worry about whether or not we are “queer enough.”
How do you think we can accomplish that?
I think our straight allies have to start gathering and talking
about their straightness. I think they can figure out ways to
show up and share their power and resources with us. In
essence, they have to be the ones who are invested in breaking
down the idea of “straightness” and confront how it plays out
in their lives and the world that allows for the supremacy of
heterosexuality.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
For queer communities, a transformation I would like to see
is the rejection of marriage. I understand to each their own,
but ultimately, the institution of marriage was never meant for
us—we see love as a thing that brings community together,
as queers we are fighting for our right to love every day. But
marriage was meant to be an institution, for the purposes of
bringing families together for increasing economic status and
family status. Queers don’t see marriage this way. In some
ways, we are transforming the previous notion of marriage
and highlighting its love component. But I believe we might
be freer if we didn’t buy into the idea that marriage will make
us freer. I am in complete support of marriage for LGBTQ
communities, however, I don’t believe this institution makes
queers freer to be us. I think marriage makes being queer more
palatable to the straights.

A New Beginning

winterplay! 2012

17

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?

In Conversation:

Ryan Kelly
with Scott Dagostino

Dora-award-winning actor
Ryan Kelly was nominated
again this year for his

Celebrating the end of a year gone by is always a strange event
for me, as well as celebrating the New Year coming. It’s like when
you have your seventh birthday and you’re sure you’ll feel different
than you did when you were six but then the day comes and it’s just
another day in a string of days. But 2012 was a little different. For
me professionally, it was the year of the remount or the do-over:
Living with Henry went to NYC and The Normal Heart had another
run at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre. For me personally, it was a year
of closure: saying a firm goodbye to relationships that didn’t serve
my heart and soul in a healthy way, letting go of the personal hold
and effect Facebook used to have on me, and releasing myself from
old voices and old insecurities.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
My time in New York taught me that I do have a value that I didn’t
know was there, while my return to Toronto taught me that it’s not
all just handed to you.
What still needs work in our local community?
I think our community needs more relationship building. The
gay world used to have a wonderful sense of mentorship and
appreciation for those that stood up to tell our stories and fight for
our recognition. I feel we are losing our sense of art, humanity and
connection.
How do you think we can accomplish that change?

Larry Kramer’s AIDS drama

I don’t have any answers on how to find that again. Do we need a
remount or a do-over? Do we ever really get a chance at one? Do
we wipe out our ideas of what we had in order to start fresh, or do
we grab onto the tail of the last chance and add on from there?

The Normal Heart. He and

What necessary transformation would you like to see happen
in the world?

stellar work in a revamp of

actor Dale Miller also
performed

Christopher

Wilson’s 2011 Fringe hit
Living with Henry at the
New York Musical Theatre

If December 21st is indeed the end of the world, then we should
celebrate how far we’ve all come. If it’s not the end, then I think
we ought to grab the tail of our history and add on and grow, but
not without a regular checking of the blind spot. I feel that for as
much as we can’t foresee the future, having respect and reverence
to hindsight makes going into the New Year that much clearer.
Scott Dagostino is a Toronto writer and editor.

Festival in July. All this was
presumably worth the time
away from his beloved
pitbull Penny.
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In Conversation: Jennifer Neales
with Kelly Wilk

Jennifer Neales is one dynamic lady: singer, dancer, actress for
over ten years, as well as being an activist, entrepreneur, and proud
member of the Toronto Queer Community. She’s toured, acting
with Trey Anthony Productions as Suzy in ’da Kink in My Hair in
New York City, North Carolina, and Toronto; and as Roberta in
Love and Human Extinction (Fringe Festival’s Best Actor). Jennifer
is now writing her one-womyn show The Invisible Bride’s Maid.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?

What still needs work in our local community?

I think I am most proud of the acceptance of abundance.
I had a really difficult 2011. I was shying away, I didn’t
think I deserved it. January 1st something just clicked in
my system and I stopped thinking in scarcity. I auditioned
for everything and I got…everything. I got every job I
auditioned for even when they overlapped, somehow
they made room for me! I created a health and wellness
organization that has taken the men and woman in my
life to new heights, abundance breeds abundance. I was
relearning as a human being: I have a place, a positive
place, which means everything in my life became fuller.

In complete support of Dan Savages “It Gets Better”
campaign, youth need help now; there is a very specific
kind of bullying that targets LGBTQ youth. [The movement]
is so full of hope, but so often kids today can’t bear it, the
hoping for tomorrow that never seems to come.

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
Seeing the Trans movement push boundaries and not with
one particular event, but with the existence of the whole
community. I think it is more personal. Helen [Jennifer’s
partner] and I struggle every day on the TTC, on the streets,
day time, night time, because we are a lesbian couple. So
many people outside of the LGBTQ community think gay
rights are won because we can get married, but that’s the
least of our worries. It’s about being visible and proud and
living our political place in our private lives, as we walk in
the public. The Trans movement is so much more ostracized
than gay and lesbian…it shows there is still hope to make
more changes.

How do you think we can accomplish that?
In an ideal world we would start with government,
teaching, teaching teachers to teach. From the beginning
of educating of our youth, that there is no one way to fit
in. Also it is really is about parents. How do you teach
unconditional love? Make that tiny difference. On a dayto-day basis the fewer assumptions we make, like asking
“What does your husband do?”—the broader spectrum of
lifestyle it supports.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
I think it would be to teach kids how to address their
feelings. We don’t teach kids to identify and verbalize. In a
safe space we learn math, our alphabet, etiquette even. We
don’t have a class to give us the opportunity to learn where
our feelings come from. That will lead to, not tolerance,
because that is such an ugly word, but to be accepting and
celebrating where we are coming from with religion, with
culture, with class. There would be more peacefulness and
enjoyment in acceptance.

A New Beginning
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In Conversation:
Ryan G. Hinds
with Kelly Wilk

Ryan G. Hinds (www.ryanghinds.ca), singer and performance artist, just completed a
six city Brazilian tour, is the creator of Disco Down, a 70’s revue for Pride Toronto, and
was the assistant-director of Dutchman for Summerworks Festival. Hinds has performed
at Pride festivals in Ottawa, Montreal, and Peel, worked with Douglas Coupland on the
critically acclaimed Nuit Blanche installation “Museum of the Rapture” and lastly was
name-dropped by none other than Barbra Streisand onstage during her Toronto concert,
in regards to her comment about her “…huuuuge thing for a gay boy.”

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
At the beginning of the year I did my first tour of Brazil. It
was really incredible! It was in very many ways a dream
come true. When you are performing for an audience that
isn’t necessarily the language that you speak, you are
really forced to find a way to make your work accessible. It
taught me clarity, it taught me to read my audience better
and it was just really fun. Brazilians make for a wonderful
audience and they were really appreciative of my work!
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
Lately I’ve been really, really aware of the new wave
of queer artists and activists. It seems like every time
I turn around there is somebody doing something new,
or somebody really dedicating themselves to work that
needs to get done, and consistently they are younger
people. It’s really nice to see that generation cares in the
first place. I think in Canada we often take our rights for
granted. There is always going to be resistance to our
community so I think it is always nice to see younger
queers fighting back on a local and international level.
What still needs work in our local community?
The atmosphere around our municipal government is
really so toxic. It’s tricky to make arguments against
homophobia when our Mayor is openly homophobic. It’s
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hard to build a career as an artist, and convince others
that you are serious about a career as an artist when your
Mayor openly loathes and insults the arts in Canada.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
When we speak about arts in culture it’s not necessarily
the lesbian doing the spoken word at the coffee house
and it’s not necessarily the gay boy singing cabaret for
an audience of ten. It is the television culture in Canada,
and Toronto. It is media culture and literary culture and
music culture. It is vital and integral to who we are as
queer people I think. If I had one wish it would be to have
a municipal government that backed this up more.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
This has been a bug-a-boo of mine, but it seems to me
that everyone wants to be famous and whether that is on
a local level or an actual level, everybody is determined
to make a name for themselves and stand out, but not
everyone is willing to do the work to make that happen. I
see it a lot of times with performers when they are coming
up. I think if we all let ourselves be a bit more real and a
bit more humble, the things that we seek would come
faster. If we let ourselves work hard, then we will get the
recognition we want.
Photo by Tanja Tiziana (www.tanja-tiziana.com)
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In Conversation:
Richard Aslan
with Karen Fulcher

Richard Aslan is an old friend I wanted to catch up with who now lives in England—a most
creative, gentle and gorgeous soul!
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
It’s been a very special year. I finally got up the courage to
leave my full time job and go it alone. I had been working as
a commercial copywriter for radio for almost four years and
the environment wasn’t great—lots of pressure, very money
oriented, constant fear of lay-offs. It was the kind of job I need
a half-hour rant about every evening before I could relax (my
partner is a good listener and very patient). I needed out. I
started a course as a Thai massage therapist as a sideline to
the writing and saved money. I told myself I needed £5,000 to
resign—that or the massage certificate. As it happened, they
both came at once so I had no choice. I’ve been freelance for
most of this year and all the bills are paid, just about, and
my writing is being published in four different magazines.
But most importantly, I’m happier and healthier. No more
daily rants.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
I’m really lucky to live in a lovely city (Bristol, in the west of
England). It’s a special kind of place, arty, lefty and gentle. The
kind of place you come to and think “I can live here.” Our
Lord Mayor is openly gay, we’re renowned for tolerance and
sexuality isn’t a massive issue. The thing that gives me most
hope is seeing more and more of us living lives that don’t
have to be defined by sexuality. More and more of us getting
“married” or not getting “married,” if that suits us. More and
more of us having kids—or not—and more and more of us
leading full lives.
I’m old enough to worry that the kids don’t know how hardwon this freedom is, and I seethe when I see LGBTQ people
(let’s be honest here, it’s usually the Ls and Gs) throw their lot
in with the rightists and define themselves as white and rich
before anything else, but all in all, it’s good. We shouldn’t have
to wear badges (unless we want to).

else and I have a firm belief that until we are all free, none of
us are. The day that no one is hungry, cold, lonely or afraid,
then the work is done. Well, no, actually—it’s only then that
the work of really being alive begins.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
I think we can do it. If we can remember a few things we
can do it: 1) Every moment is brand new—none of this has
happened before. We have a lot more options than we think
we do. 2) Everyone has equal value, regardless of what they
do. If someone does something you don’t understand, don’t
assume they are bad, mad or crazy, just assume they are
working with things you have no idea of. Then go from there. 3)
Forgive everything, always. 4) Behind every fortune is a crime.
No motherfucker needs to be rich. Yeah, we’ll get there. OH,
and 5) laurels get squished if you rest on them. All need to
be actioned moment by moment. The world doesn’t just get
better all on its own.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
Beyond what is happening already? It’s a hard one. I kinda
wish people wouldn’t be so dumb in the ballot boxes but hey,
what do I know? I guess I will say, nothing. No transformation
beyond what we have. It’s all okay.
Karen Fulcher is a freelance writer
living in Toronto.

What still needs work in our local community?
Man, everything. I’m a human creature before I’m anything
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What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
My Obscenity show of photographs in February at La Fresh Gallery in
Madrid was a big challenge in so many ways, so I’m happy it came off so
well. Even with an incendiary device tossed through the gallery window,
Camille Paglia loved the photographs and spoke about them at a lecture
she gave at Barnard University about sexual and religious imagery in art.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that gives
you hope and promise for the future?

In Conversation:

Bruce La Bruce
with Bryen Dunn

Bruce La Bruce, filmmaker
and activist, speaks out on
controversy, community,
and connecting. His
most recent artistic
endeavors in Europe
brought forth a wide
spectrum of comments,
both appreciative and
hate induced. La Bruce
is currently working on
a new feature film that
delves into the world
of
inter-generational
relationships.
(www.brucelabruce.com)
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I think in general this alphabet soup of a community is trying its best
to be more inclusive, particularly when it comes to transgendered or
differently-gendered people. There’s still a long way to go of course, but
at least there seems to be a growing awareness of some of those issues.
What still needs work in our local community?
I recently donated some of my art to the LGBT Youth Line Auction in
Toronto which I think is a very worthy organization. Youth outreach is
always important. I know when I was a kid and didn’t have any support
it was really tough to negotiate all the complicated issues around being
gay. It’s always good to have somebody to talk to.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
Social media is a great way to stay connected and vent and express
yourself about a variety of issues. It’s always important to monitor the
media and politicians and take them to task for their handling of LGBTQ
issues. A good example is how a lot of people online have taken that
ridiculous Tory MP Rob Anders to task for his stupid comments on the
“bathroom bill,” in which he ignorantly implies there could be something
“predatory” about trans people using public washrooms.
What necessary transformation would you like to see happen in
the world?
AIDS-phobia and the criminalization of HIV are still huge problems.
People really have to keep informed and not succumb to the ignorance
and fear that surround a lot of issues that concern the LGBTQ community
and other minority groups.
Bryen Dunn is a freelance journalist based
in Toronto with a focus on tourism, lifestyle,
entertainment and community issues. He
has written several travel articles and has an
extensive portfolio of celebrity interviews with
musicians, actors and other public personalities.
He’s willing to take on any assignments of
interest, attend parties with free booze, listen
to rants, and travel the world in search of the
great unknown. He’s eager to discover the new,
remember the past, and look into the future.
Photo by Maria Fonfara
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In Conversation: Nina Arsenault
with Scott Dagostino

As an award-winning multidisciplinary artist, Nina
Arsenault has fearlessly used her words, her voice and her
very body to challenge our culture’s rigid views of class
and gender. Following her acclaimed theatre piece The
Silicone Diaries, she toured with The Whore of Babylon,
collaborated with photographer Alejandro Santiago on
SERVE: The Work and was the subject of professor Judith
Rudakoff’s essay collection TRANS(per)FORMING Nina
Arsenault: An Unreasonable Body of Work.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this
year?

How do you think we can accomplish that
change?

Personally, I am most proud of my artistic work—
proud to have worked with institutions who have
helped me create it, especially Buddies in Bad
Times, The Theatre Centre, The Art Gallery of
Ontario, and The Centre for Lesbian and Gays
Studies in New York City.

I think there was a time when gay behaviours
weren’t understood by heterosexuals, so the
straight world told gay men they were sick, fake,
too flamboyant, narcissistic, shallow, perverted
or even evil. Now, I think more straight people
are more likely to admit merely that they just do
not understand some gay behaviours. I think
certain gay men need to hear that they will never
understand what it is like to be transgendered. In
the same way, I don’t think I can ever truly know
what it is like to be black. It’s okay for us to not
have all the answers about each other.

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise for
the future?

The opening of Video Fag in Kensington as a new
space for radical queer art and performance is a
very good thing. With small fiscal responsibilities,
the venue can give artists great creative freedom
to experiment and risk. This will also add to—not
take away from—a larger artistic conversation
happening at Buddies in Bad Times which is still
the home of queer theatre in Canada.
What still needs work in our local community?

In our community, transwomen have never been
treated as equals by gay men. We are included
and tolerated by gays usually if we operate within
social norms established by them. However, if
we step outside these boundaries, our identities
and lived experiences are ridiculed—casually
and callously—or judged by those who do not
understand us, but claim to.

What necessary transformation would you like to
see happen in the world?

I want very little, and I want a lot. I want to be able
to work for my own money and artistic expression
to survive and thrive in society—a hierarchical,
capitalist culture. I don’t want some bougie-gayLiberal-hypocrites blabbing on to me about their
outdated “moral code” (and, gasp, Marxism!)
while trampling on my ability to succeed. I want to
be a freak AND I want to be treated with dignity.
Unrealistic?
Photo by Wilford Barrington for Nina’s Whore of Babylon pin-up
calendar 2013
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In Conversation:

Patricia Wilson
with Bryen Dunn

As guitarist for Crackpuppy (www.crackpuppy.net) and bartender at Buddies
in Bad Times Theatre, Patricia Wilson, tells it like it is, straight up with a slant.
Recent changes in the band, and hopefully new material and gigs in the New
Year, may bring a puppy of unknown sorts to a sound system near you. Rumour
has it there may be one show the last week of the year. Wilson also gigs on the
staff at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre, and can often be found behind the bar on
weekends. Rock n Roll is a way of life.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?

the alphabet in front of the word community isn’t going

Personally, I moved toward being more fit out of fear of

to do it.

not being able to maintain my lifestyle. I need to be able

What still needs work in our local community?

to play guitar and perform in my rock band Crackpuppy

We need to be honest with ourselves and recognize that

and continue to love the trappings of what I do. I love

not all people are on our side whether they’re queer or not.

Jack Daniels and late nights and my friends at all hours

The poor queers, the financially challenged ones are still

of the 24 hours we are given each day. I started Boot

looked at by mainstream society as disgusting because

Camp around eight months ago twice a week, along with

they have no leverage, no money, or even political clout.

two weight training sessions every week. First my whole
feeling about myself changed physically, mentally, and
emotionally all so drastically. That change also helped me
move back to the spiritual quests I once had, which got
lost in the blur of the human struggle to survive.

Seriously, nothing particularly outstanding in the queer
community recently has made me feel hope for the future.
I only see outstanding individuals within the community.
I think the community has fucked itself by trying to be
all-inclusive and therefore not being able to help anyone.
You either feel included and know it, because little bits of
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Take the fucking blinders off and admit we are not them
and they are not us (straight society), and educate our
queer youth accordingly. Teach them that we were lucky
and fortunate to be born queer, because the realization of

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
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How do you think we can accomplish that?

being different leads to self-awareness of the individual.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
The act of true kindness to yourself and the world around
you. Imagine if every individual made that one change
of practicing true kindness, imagine what the world and
universe would be.
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In Conversation:
Shelley Marshall
with Bryen Dunn

Comedienne Shelley Marshall dishes out the straight side of gay, recalling moments in
her life when her two children really shine through. As the mother of two young adults,
Marshall has often recalled moments of motherhood in her shows, including her infamous
production of Hold Mommy’s Cigarette, which she is remounting again in early 2013.
(www.shelleymarshall.com)
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?

whatever you want to call it, but I now live in truth and

I was headlining the Fredericton Gay Pride Stand up Gala

freedom. Such a gift this has been for me.

and after the show I went to the local gay bar to celebrate

What still needs work in our local community?

the success of the show with my fellow comedians and
many patrons of the show. As I stood at the bar, a delicious

We need more information and safe spaces available in all our
educational facilities.

man came up to me and wanted to hug me, he expressed

How do you think we can accomplish that?

his love of my comedy and kept saying “I fucking love you,

If we all take a little time out of our lives to present our

I fucking love you!” He then opened his shirt and showed

ideas, then more spaces will be created. I love when

me his scars from his recent top surgery. There in front of

my daughter calls me to say she’s received a letter from

me stood honesty, celebration and love.

someone who attended her Positive Space Information

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?

Seminar. The connection is very important to the future of

My daughter graduated this year as a Social Worker, after
doing stints as President of the Positive Space Committee,

What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?

where she would speak at high schools and other colleges

It is necessary for us to evolve from tolerating to accepting.

where she would help create safe spaces. It’s come full

It’s a poor choice of words, and our words become our

circle for her to give back and move forward in a career that

actions. People’s identities should not be tolerated, but

will benefit the LGBTQ community. I should also mention,

accepted with ease and understanding that we are all on

my son called me yesterday asking if he could bring a few

our own journey. Mine just happens to be one where I am

“Bear” orphans to our family holiday dinner. We hope to

the very proud mother of a gay son and lesbian daughter!

encourage them to know that families can be extended,
exchanged, and intertwined. I may have lost many of my

our gay youth.

Photo by Kevin Thorn

“real” family because of their ignorance, intolerance, or
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What are you most proud of accomplishing this
year?
Since starting the “Then & Now” series last September,
I’ve become increasingly focused on my writing. This
year, I felt I’ve really stepped into it, expanding on my
skills and discovering that I really enjoy researching. I’ve
been a music journalist for a long time but more than
ever, I’m finding so many great stories and queer history
in examining our club culture.

In Conversation:

Denise Benson
with Scott Dagostino

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise for the
future?
We feel very lucky to get a diverse crowd at CHERRY
BOMB and we have nights where girls come out on their
19th birthday while others are celebrating their 50th, but
more and more, we see young girls partying with groups

A longtime favourite of
Toronto’s club scene, DJ
Denise Benson has also
been a radio host on
CKLN, a co-creator of the
successful queer women’s
party CHERRY BOMB
and a writer for weekly
paper THE GRID with
not one but two regular
columns: “One to Watch,”
featuring new artists, and
“Then & Now,” a series of
history pieces on this city’s
most legendary nightclubs
that she’s working to
publish as a book in 2014.
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of friends that include all genders, all orientations, all out
having a good time together. It’s great to see.
What still needs work in our local community?
We have lots of adults talking about bullying, but it’s also
become a term applied enough in the mass media to
become trendy. How can we turn it from a buzzword
into real outreach?
How do you think we can accomplish that change?
As always, we need more dialogue, more awareness.
We can’t tell kids “it gets better,” we have to make it
better NOW.
What necessary transformation would you like to
see happen in the world?
When you look at where queer people are right now,
there’s a huge push/pull happening. We’ve made
amazing gains with seeing queers in pop culture, Obama
winning, the end of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, big signature
things that are exciting. But at the same time, the people
who want to marginalize us are growing louder. It’s more
important than ever to not be complacent.
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In Conversation: Michelle Poirier
with Shelley A. Harrison

Michelle Poirier recently moved to Hamilton,
Ontario, where she works in the Office of Human
Rights & Equity Services at McMaster University,
and is a member of the LGBTQ Advisory Committee
at City Hall. She lives with her partner, Lisa, and her
4 month old child, Pet.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this
year?
I am personally most proud of becoming a mom—that may
sound cliché, but after years of trying to conceive, a difficult
pregnancy, and a horrific labour, it is one of my greatest
accomplishments. Heterosexism is very apparent when
navigating fertility clinics, prenatal classes and pregnancy
help books… it required a fair amount of patience because
we didn’t fit in the family mould.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise for
the future?
It is not a recent happening, but it still resonates with
me, the Toronto parents who refused to share the sex of
their baby, Storm. This mainstream media story brought
awareness to the general public about trans-rights and
the rights of gender creative children. Although it created
a bit of controversy, it enabled some critical thinking and
trailblazing for queer acceptance.
What still needs work in our local community?
In Hamilton, we are desperate for a LGBTQ community
centre, much like the 519 on Church Street in Toronto;
ideally a centre that offers queer parenting programs.
Community organizers are working on making this dream
into a reality, and I am confident it will happen.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
As anything for the social good, it will be accomplished

through the hard work and dedication of visionaries and
community builders, who do not get any financial reward
for their volunteerism.
What necessary transformation would you like to
see happen in the world?
As a new mother I’m now painfully aware as to how small
children are labeled as a boy or a girl before they have
a chance to choose their gender identity. A necessary
transformation I would like to see happen are families
and institutions that respect and nurture kids who are
gender fluid. Children ought to play with toys and dress
the way they want, without stereotype. The same goes for
children with gender variant parents, same sex parents and
transgendered parents—to live in a world that is accepting
and supportive of their family unit. I can only hope that
more daycares and elementary schools seek out sensitivity
training when working with LGBTQ families.
Shelley A. Harrison is an Energy
Healer in Ottawa. She graduated
from the Barbara Brennan School of
Healing 4-year professional training
and has been working in private
practice for over 10 years. She visits
Toronto regularly to see clients and
visit her brother, Jeff, the editor of
this magazine. You can write Shelley
at fromtheheart@pinkplaymags.com
or visit her at www.doveheart.ca
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In Conversation:
Nathan Rhodes-Truppe
with Jeff Harrison

Nathan Rhodes-Truppe is the co-founder of Eastdale C.V.I.’s Gay Straight
Alliance. He is a drag queen who considers himself lucky to be a part of a
group of youth drag performers within Durham Region.
What are you most proud of accomplishing
this year?

I think that we still need to show the rest of the

There are two accomplishments I’m most proud

a member of the LGBTQ community, that we are

of. The first is winning the Club 717 Durham

no different than those who do not identify in such

Youth Talent/Drag Competition. The competition

a way. A lot of people still seem not to understand

featured eight phenomenal youth performers and

that the LGBTQ community is nothing to fear.

it was an honour to compete against all of them.
The other accomplishment I am most proud of
is that I have been successfully dealing with my
anxiety and depression for one year. That’s a huge
milestone for me and I look forward to many more
years of success.

How do you think we can accomplish that?
I think the only way to accomplish this is by
educating, which is what we are doing already.
We must continue to try and educate those who
may not understand the LGBTQ community and
how they feel. I know this may sound like a clichéd

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise
for the future?
Everyone has differences of opinions and personal

answer, but I think it is the best answer.
What necessary transformation would you like
to see happen in the world?

issues. It’s a fact of life. But I was completely

The most necessary transformation I want to see

inspired at the Durham Region Evening of Hope,

happen in the world would have to be equality for

which is a night to remember those who have

all. By this I do not just mean that I am concerned

taken their own lives due to bullying. To see

with the LGBTQ community gaining equal

everyone set aside their own opinions and issues

treatment. I also want to see women be treated

to come together strong as a community to show

as equal to men. Racial and ethnic minorities,

that we are there for support.

the economically disadvantaged, the homeless,

What still needs work in our local community?
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those with mental and/or physical disabilities, all
of these people deserve to be treated as equals.
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In Conversation:
Eric Hébert-Daly
with Shelley A. Harrison

Eric Hébert-Daly currently works as the National Executive Director of the Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society (CPAWS), a charity that works to promote wilderness conservation across Canada.
He is also a Certified Lay Worship Leader for the United Church of Canada. After a five month interim
in Rupert and Wakefield, two small communities in Gatineau, Quebec, Hébert-Daly felt compelled
to deepen his connection to God and is currently in a discernment process to determine if he should
become a fully ordained minister.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
Working closely with D’thea Webster, an openly lesbian
woman, who was ordained while serving our little rural church
in Wakefield. She has since taken up service in Etobicoke at
a full-time appointment. Serving churches in West Quebec
almost every Sunday this year and last, it has been a great
gift to be asked to spend a few hours every week intentionally
reflecting on the world, our community and our families in light
of scripture.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
Seeing the US President openly supporting same-sex marriage
is a day I never thought would come; working through my
discernment process to become an ordained clergy with an
openly gay minister from my nearby rural pastoral charge
has been great and will continue into the New Year. I am
also incredibly buoyed by projects like “You Can Play” that
are using well-known athletes in the NHL and other sports
to promote LGBTQ equality. The sports world always felt like
one of the last mainstream worlds that hadn’t spoken out on
equality. I feel like that wall is coming down for the first time
ever. Politics, religion and sports—when you’re able to see
progress in each of these areas, it’s hard not to be hopeful.
What still needs work in our local community?
Two Things: Bullying and LGBTQ Faith. Obviously bullying
continues to be an area that we need to prioritize. There are
too many people—young and adult—that are victims of
bullies, too many suicides, too much tolerance for abuse. At
minimum, we need respect for each other as human beings.
In a recent episode of The New Normal, the gay couple,
who are working with a surrogate, find themselves seeking
options for godparents and re-exploring their own faith.
During a powerful scene, one of them is in confession with a

priest who tells him that gays and lesbians have been doing
a great job of fighting for their rights and winning, but they
seem to have abandoned the fight for their souls and faith.
I am grateful for places like Metropolitan Community Church
(particularly in Toronto) who help us reclaim our faith, but we
also need to be working with our religious allies across the
board. Progressive Christians need to stand together.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
I wish I knew what the solutions were when it comes to
bullying, but again, I am hopeful that an increasing level of
discussion will generate some answers there. When it comes
to faith, I hope that Catholics and Anglicans can continue the
theological battle from within. In churches where the battle
has been won, we can work together to speak to the LGBTQ
community and let them know they have a home and a safe
place to explore their faith. I dream of churches, temples and
mosques where you are not required to leave your LGBTQ
identity at the door and can participate fully in the life of the
community.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
Here’s where all the various parts of my work come together:
my work as National Executive Director of CPAWS has been
deeply rooted in my faith. Wilderness conservation is a key way
I see to protect the sacred. I see nature as a manifestation of
the divine and I’d love to see more people seeing it that way
as we consider environmental protection and sustainability—
even if they don’t all come at it from a faith-based perspective.
I’d also like to see less “us versus them” in the world. If we
were less siloed into our own categories—traditional and
contemporary, industrial and environmental, progressive and
conservative, Christian and Muslim, gay and straight—we’d
likely change the world.
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What are you most proud of accomplishing this
year?
I’m most proud of stepping out of my element and finally
writing my first live singing show, which I took to PV
Mexico and then performed here in Toronto as well.

In Conversation:
Miss Conception
alter ego of Kevin Levesque.
Known as the nicest drag
queen in the gaybourhood,
Conception

has

performed on stages along
Street

dazzling

audiences

with

singing,

penchant

for

costumes

and

elaborate

her

live

rousing Broadway reviews.
Be sure to catch her in sunny
Puerto Vallarta this winter for
her second annual all star
show at The Palm Cabaret
and Bar, from January 7th to
April 1st, 2013.
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the future?

with different styles of drag, new bars opening and

Miss Conception is the drag

Church

community that gives you hope and promise for

There’s lots of changes happening in our community

with Jeff Harrison

Miss

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ

people staying positive about change. We should never
forget fundraisers and supporting all the local bars...
pay it forward! World pride in 2014 is so exciting for our
community—I’m really looking forward to this!

What still needs work in our local community?
Lots of things still need work. We shouldn’t be talking
behind each others’ backs. We should be like the old
days where bars worked together and had different
fundraising events as one, not talking trash.

How do you think we can accomplish that?
We need to work as a community, not separate
ourselves.

What necessary transformation would you like to
see happen in the world?
Well, world peace! [Laughs] I would love to see the world
accept everyone for who they are—what should we care
about who or what a person does? Just enjoy life and
have fun with no stress.
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In Conversation: Zoya Street
with Jaime Woo

Zoya Street is the deputy editor of the website Games
Brief. Originally from the UK, she now lives in Berkeley,
California, where she is hard at work on a book about the
Sega Dreamcast console called Dreamcast Worlds.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
I’ve only been involved in the games industry for about 18
months and the past year has been very exciting. A year ago
I was feeling pretty pessimistic. I was concerned that my
skillset in design analysis and research just wasn’t widely
appreciated in the games industry. I had no idea how I
was going to make a living without settling for a job that
wouldn’t make me happy. Nowadays, I’m really proud of a
lot of the things I’m doing, but I guess the big thing that
really bowls me over is that I’m actually able to make ends
meet, while I never have to do anything that I don’t find
interesting, and I even have money left over for gaming. That
has never happened to me before.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
The blog space is absolutely incredible right now. I have
some social anxieties and the bar scene just makes me feel
miserable, so it’s always been hard for me to find my place
in the LGBTQ community. Thanks to blogs like DapperQ
and the Borderhouse, I’m engaging with likeminded people
in safe spaces in a way that suits the geeky and cerebral
person I am. Best of all, the discourse is very open right now.
I’ve always felt, rightly or wrongly, like I’m getting side-eye
for being ambiguous. I couldn’t play the identity politics
properly. Now the conversation is well outside of binary
categories, and the fluidity and authenticity of queerness is
being celebrated. We can endeavour to live lives that are
true to ourselves.
What still needs work in our local community?
This is something I’ve only recently noticed, but there is a
problem with aggression on certain blogs and on Twitter.
People carry a lot of anger from being shut out of society for

so long, so when they feel like queer spaces aren’t including
them as openly as they’d like, they can become aggressive.
Ideally we would all meet each other with love but it doesn’t
always happen that way.
Honestly, I don’t think anybody is perfect and it’s very
hard to acknowledge your own privilege all the time or to
always be aware of the vast diversity of possible narratives
on an issue—we’re not always going to get it right, and
we should be educating each other, not blaming each other.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
I’m honestly not sure. Comment moderation helps, but it also
stunts conversations. I don’t have a lot of experience with
this so I don’t feel like the right person to start suggesting
solutions. Equally, I don’t know where to go for good advice
or guidelines on community management. Perhaps that’s
what we need.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
This is a hard question. The world is a massive place. When
you look at things from a global perspective, beyond the
queer bubble, the big problems still exist: people are still
beaten, tortured and killed for being different, or they’re
forced to live in poverty as pariahs. It gets a bit overwhelming
when you think about it from that perspective.
But you know what? In the UK, we did recently start
granting political asylum to LGBTQ people at risk of
persecution. That’s progress. People have a place to escape
to and go on to potentially live happy lives. I guess that’s the
one thing I’d like to see before I die: nobody should have to
tolerate persecution. Everybody should have some way out
towards safety and self-expression.
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In Conversation:

Doug Kerr
with Jeff Harrison

Doug is a trainer, facilitator and independent consultant to the nonprofit
sector. He runs his own consulting practice and is a founding member of the
Progressive Consultants Network of Toronto (www.pcnt.ca). Doug is also the
Vice Chair of Sherbourne Health Centre, Co-Chair of the LGBT Giving Network
(communityone.ca) and Chair of World Pride’s Human Rights Program Committee.
What are you most proud of accomplishing
this year?

still find themselves rejected by their families and

Personally, I am most proud of becoming a dad.

combat homophobia and transphobia in Canada.

My husband Mike and I became foster dads to
a wonderful two-year old boy this past summer.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise
for the future?
I am part of a group of people who recently
bought Glad Day Books, the oldest LGBTQ
bookshop in the world. It’s been inspiring to see
a whole new generation of diverse young queer
people become involved in Glad Day. We have
book readings, cabaret nights, political and social
events at our new gallery space and most of the
people attending are young. Their creativity and

communities. I think we need to do a lot more to

How do you think we can accomplish that?
We need to continue to ensure that the education
system supports LGBTQ students. Especially for
students who might come from extremely religious
families, we have to have supports for these youth
who face particularly difficult challenges coming
out and finding acceptance. I also think we need
to continue to build bridges to faith communities
that still do not accept homosexuality and
continue to educate them on LGBTQ issues.
What necessary transformation would you like
to see happen in the world?

passion for social justice makes me very optimistic

The transformation I’d like to see is the

about the future.

empowerment of women and girls around the

What still needs work in our local community?

world. As LGBTQ people, our liberation has
always been tied to the success of the women’s

There is still a lot of homophobia in our society

movement. This is happening around the world

and while we have legal rights, many LGBTQ

and it gives me a great deal of hope.

people, especially outside the downtown core,
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Residential • Commercial • Industrial
• Service upgrades 100 - 200 - 400 amps • Fuses to Breakers
• Renovations & Additions • Troubleshooting • Repairs
• Knob & Tube and Aluminum Wiring Specialists
• Lighting: Fans • Pots • Emergency • Office/Retail

416-466-9939 | 1-866-544-8889
www.AlbrightElectrical.com

OWNED & OPERATED by the ALBRIGHT family since 1946

"We are helping 12-15 people earn $3-5k per month
part time in the next 90 days. Can we help you?"
Learn how you can get fit for free in the next 90 days, and earn awesome rewards along
the way thanks to NORTH AMERICA'S #1 WEIGHT LOSS AND FITNESS CHALLENGE.

Tobi and Neil Liederman
1-888-399-3335 or 416-418-0339
www.changeyourlifein90days.ca
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A new feature on
PinkPlayMags.com
highlighting a different
business every month

1
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a
RealityR
(A division of the

dia Group)

BeaverValley Me

RealityRadio 101 is Durham Region's
(and the GTA's) premiere Internet/satellite radio station broadcasting absolutely FREE!

24/7 of the ABSOLUTE BEST classic pop and rock music ever recorded!
Live programming in our state-of-the-art Oshawa studios!
Entertaining and provocative shows including politics, sports, adult content,
local news, how-to, financial... and a whole lot more!
Please give us a listen at: www.realityradio101.com E-mail us at: realityradio101@yahoo.com
Telephone us at: (905) 725-1907 or Toll free at: 1-866-905-REAL (7325)

We are RealityRadio 101... "Connecting the World!"
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In Conversation:
Maggie Cassella
with Karen Fulcher

Maggie Cassella, is the funniest most direct person I’ve ever met and she’s a woman making
it in the restaurant business! She’s been a phenomenal supporter of both the comedy and
LGBTQ communities in Toronto for years with her amazing We’re Funny That Way festival
that happens at Buddies in Bad Times every spring.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?

that this is everyone’s job not just the LGBTQ/etc. community’s

My proudest personal accomplishment this past year is too

job. American football players who come out for queer rights:

personal to talk about. Seriously. But on a career level I’m

as dumb as that sounds, because they should do it—that to

pretty proud of building a business with my biz partner Heather

me is a ray of light.

Mackenzie in a down market. A business that specifically

What still needs work in our local community?

focuses on providing quality entertainment in a proper cabaret

Ironically, I think it’s building community without judgment.

room; a room where audience members can see a show in

How do you think we can accomplish that?

peace and quiet, but know that hooting and hollering and
laughter and applause is not mutually exclusive of being
respectfully quiet during a performance.
I’m proud that the space is diverse and that basically
we’ve established ourselves not as a bar with a label but as
an “asshole-free” bar: everybody’s welcome, unless they’re an
asshole. It’s just nice that something we set out to do on a
creative level is working. Good food. Good entertainment. And
a great vibe. It’s a fuck of a lot of work, but the place runs and
people come. I’d say that’s a decent accomplishment.

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
I’m not sure. I see us as more fractioned lately than I’d like.
Wait, I take that back, that’s not a fair statement. We’ve
ALWAYS had infighting. [laughs] The crusade to end teen
suicide and bullying gives me hope. The fact that people are
becoming more involved and understanding that you have to
do more than say “it gets better” to a kid and literally be there

By listening more. Rushing to judgment less. And understanding
that people can have their own dialogues and stories without
compromising the dialogue and story of someone else. We
have to stop calling people “phobic” because their experience
as whatever they feel or call themselves, gay, lesbian, bi, trans,
intersex, butch, femme, (insert whatever word you like to be
called here) doesn’t fit with what some people might insist
is the way to accept someone else. Everyone experiences life
differently, and it matters that there is space to hear what their
experience is without judging it as “unacceptable” or a threat
to someone else’s right to their experience or existence.

What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
Peace on earth baby. I’d love to see the world start treating
women and girls right. Then I say we give matriarchy a try and
see how that goes. Don’t worry boys, we’ll be gentle.
Photo by Rannie Turingan

ready to take action. And the feeling that people understand
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What are you most proud of accomplishing this
year?
Achieving

emotional

intelligence

and

becoming

increasingly more comfortable and accepting of my
identity as a gay, HIV+ man. Also, for becoming the
newest program manager at a progress Gay Men’s
Health organization HIM, Health Initiative for Men, which

In Conversation:

Matt Taylor
with Jeff Harrison

has provided incredible opportunities personally as well
as professionally.

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise for
the future?
The LGBTQ community taking a stand and becoming
true leaders in advancing queer health and well being—

Matthew

Taylor

lives

physically, emotionally, sexually and mentally.

What still needs work in our local community?

in

Vancouver,

British

Columbia, where he is
the program manager for

We need to work on addressing and eliminating the
lateral oppression and polarization that exists within
our LGBTQ community that serves to divide us and
dismantle the progress being made towards unification.

How do you think we can accomplish that?

HIM—Health Initiative for
Men—a community-based
organization
to

dedicated

strengthening

the

health and well-being of
gay men.
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By acknowledging our own internalized fears, shame
and stigma, as well as deep seated societal pressures,
and creating spaces for community engagement,
consultation and dialogue towards closing those gaps,
by sharing experiences and healing together as one
community.

What necessary transformation would you like to
see happen in the world?
An internalized shift in society from tolerance to
acceptance—dignity and equality for all person-kind.
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In Conversation: Savoy Howe
with Karen Fulcher

Savoy Howe is an amazingly positive and supportive
person. She is the head coach and owner of the
Toronto Newsgirls Boxing Club, Canada’s only allfemale and trans positive boxing gym.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
I am so proud that our gym has a trans policy, the first trans
policy for a Canadian boxing gym. The policy was written by
Cathy Van Ingen, a boxer, Brock University professor and the
creator of our Shape Your Life program, a free boxing program
for female and trans survivors of violence. The draft was passed
around to several organizations, including the 519 and OFA
(Opportunity for the Advancement of Women) for feedback and
then put into place four months ago. We offered it to Boxing
Ontario and to the Canadian Amateur Boxing Association in
case other gyms wanted to use our model.
I am so proud of our Shape Your Life program. After the
six-week session we give all participants a free 3-month
membership to the Newsgirls. It has really exploded in
so many unexpected ways. Aside from putting over 700
participants through it in the past six years, we recently offered
sessions to people who are “differently abled.” This started
as a partnership with the Anne Johnston Health Station. In
our current session we have 10 people who happen to use
wheelchairs, come in and box and it is awesome! I’ve never
worked with a more excited group of people to be in a boxing
gym. We are half way through our second session right now
and it is pretty clear that this will somehow have to become a
regular thang. We are currently running a session for women
of colour between the ages of 16 and 30. We just had our
first class last weekend and 16 women showed up. Again,
awesome!
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community that
gives you hope and promise for the future?
I just did a workshop this week at the Unity Conference
(www.unityconference.ca) hosted at OISE. Their theme was
“Against All Odds.” When I looked at the workshops being
offered, I was blown away. When I showed up and saw the
masses of cool looking teenagers all just doing their own

thang, eating pizza, attending these mind opening workshops
and probably sharing their own experiences, I all of a sudden
felt like a worn out soldier who could now retire: the younger
generation had arrived to carry the torch. This gave me so
much hope and promise for the future.
What still needs work in our local community?
I love the 519’s Healthy TransAction program (www.the519.
org/blog/2010/11/05/healthy-transactions). It deals with why
trans people do not enter recreational facilities (swimming,
boxing, yoga, etc.). It deals with why trans people are out of
shape, isolated, possibly depressed, suicidal… I think we need
to support the 519’s idea of educating recreational facilities
about trans’ needs (additional change-rooms/bathrooms,
clearly posted policies).
How do you think we can accomplish that?
Being a part of putting it “out there.” The Newsgirls is
happily accommodating the trans community. I would like
to propose that all boxing clubs and sanctioning bodies are
asked the question: how are you going to accommodate the
trans community? To hold them accountable for however they
answer this question. And then to hit every recreational facility
in Toronto, but in a gentle way with free education/workshops
against ignorance offered as part of the deal. It’s like we show
up with the problem and solution at the same time.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
For people to realize that trans people are the solution. They
are the next big “Inventors” and the world will appreciate
them as they deserve to be appreciated and honoured when
the world realizes that what they have to offer will facilitate
life for everyone.
Photo by Jacklyn Atlas
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In Conversation:

Drake Jensen
with Scott Dagostino

For a couple of decades there, k.d. lang had the title of queer Canadian country
music star all to herself, but Ottawa-based, Cape-Breton-born singer, Drake
Jensen staked his claim to the throne when he came out in February. Jensen
featured his husband in a video from his new album On My Way to Finding You
and dedicated it to 15-year-old Ottawa student Jamie Hubley, who committed
suicide last October. Jensen made his next single a fundraiser for bullying.org
and has spoken openly and movingly of his own history of being abused and
bullied as a child.
What are you most proud of accomplishing
this year?

attacking me! I didn’t care—I’m a fighter. My

I’ve changed so much! For the first time, I’ve a

Tammy Wynette’s people loved it, but it did show

solid idea of where I’m going. I’m not the first one

me how easily we can bully each other too with

to do this but I’m doing what I call “record-label

snarky remarks and online nastiness. People like

quality” and I’m starting to see myself and my

power and if they can’t find it in themselves, they’ll

career in a different light.

tear others down to get it.

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise
for the future?

How do you think we can accomplish that
change?

Discovering hundreds and hundreds of gay

that everybody has problems. I hated it when my

country fans has really elevated my confidence.

mother used to say, “There’s always someone

The gay community has really supported what I’m

worse off than you,” but of course she was right!

doing and I’ve been allowing the fans to drive this.

We all need to be kinder to each other.

What still needs work in our local community?

What necessary transformation would you like
to see happen in the world?

I did a video for “Stand by Your Man” with William
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friends and fans will always be there for me and

We all have to work on ourselves and recognize

Belli from RuPaul’s Drag Race and was surprised

“Transparency” is a very big word for me. I live my

by how nasty a few people online were about it.

life in the open, I am who I am, take me or leave

“How dare you ruin that song with a drag queen?”

me. The only way to move forward is to show

and things like that. Even some gay people were

people who you really are.
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LGBT Youth Leadership Camp
July 11-14, 2013
Register by
May 1, 2013
and be entered
for a draw for
a $50 gift
certificate!

Applications
Available on line at
pflagdurhamregion.com/events

Club 717 is celebrating it’s Jubilee 25th Anniversary
as the longest operating Gay & Lesbian
Social Club in Durham Region.
Live DJ's on Friday & Saturday
(Playing Top 50, Urban, R&B and Dance)
CHEAP DRINK PRICES
(Beer on tap starting at $3.50)
717 Wilson Road South, Unit #7,
Oshawa Ontario, L1H 6E9
www.club717.com

Club 717 is proud to
be one of the presenters
and original founders of
the INSPIRE Awards

FIND US ON TWITTER AND FACEBOOK FAN PAGE
UPCOMING EVENTS POSTED ON THE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
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In Conversation:
Leanne Iskander
with Melissa Benner

Leanne Iskander went from student to superstar advocate in a short span of time. In 2011,
when her Catholic School nixed the request for a GSA (Gay/Straight Alliance), Iskander and
her friends decided to fight back. It quickly went from a Mississauga issue to a provincial
issue, pinpointing hot topics of homophobic curriculum, public school funding, and how
bullying affects queer youth. Iskander was awarded LGBTQ Youth of the Year at the 2011
Inspire Awards in acknowledgment of her efforts.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
In this past year, I am most proud of having worked with so
many dedicated individuals and organizations in ensuring
that queer and trans student groups are able to be formed
at all of Ontario’s publicly-funded schools. My fellow
students and I worked hard to bring together students from
schools across the province and empower them to make
their schools safer places for queer and trans students.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
The passing of the “Accepting Schools Act” with the
revisions that my fellow students and I had been pushing
for, made it a requirement that all of Ontario’s publiclyfunded schools allow queer and trans student groups
to form. Because this was accomplished largely due to
students themselves, it has given me hope that students
will feel inspired and able to challenge oppressive systems
and policies in their schools and in their communities
at large.
What still needs work in our local community?
There is still much work to be done in our communities and
in our schools in particular, to ensure that they are safe and
supportive environments for queer and trans youth. Having
gone through the Catholic school system and fought for

safe spaces in that system, I can speak from experience
when I say that the separate school system is certainly
not the most inclusive environment, and the existence of
a separate Catholic school system as a whole is in itself
discriminatory and exclusive.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
As a community, we have to fight to make sure that queer
and trans students in all our schools are treated in a way
that is fair and free from discrimination. We have to make
sure that board and government policies are congruent
with this goal, and furthermore that school staff are
adequately trained to support all of their students and
create an anti-oppressive environment.
Most importantly, as a community we must continue
to support students who come up against resistance as
they attempt to make their schools more inclusive, just as
the community has come together to support many other
students and myself as we fought for our right to form
queer and trans student groups in our schools.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
It is necessary that we continue to respect and support
youth who aim to challenge systems that are oppressive.
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In Conversation: Farzana Doctor
with Melissa Benner

Farzana Doctor is one of those people who manage to be wellknown and warm; accomplished, but accessible. She has a busy
schedule as a writer, psychotherapist, and curator of the popular
Brockton Writers Series, yet remains engaged in Toronto’s queer
community. Farzana was recently awarded the 2012 Lambda
Literary Award for her second novel, Six Metres of Pavement.
Her fictional characters could be your neighbours, and she has
a knack for blending the intimacies of daily life with a broader
scope of healing and growth.
What are you most proud of accomplishing
this year?
Winning the Lammy was a real high point for me.
There’s nothing quite like being acknowledged
and celebrated by a community I care about. Plus,
I got to meet Ally Sheedy, who presented the
award!
The Lammys are presented Oscar-style, with the
big reveal happening on the night of the event.
This was really nerve-wracking for me, to wait all
night to find out whether I’d won in the Lesbian
Fiction category, the second to last category that
was announced. I was stunned and thrilled when
they called out my book as the winner (no one
really ever expects they’ll win) and I had to talk
myself up to the stage: “Stand up, Farzana. Go to
the aisle, climb those steps” ...and so on.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise
for the future?
I was thrilled when Bill C-279 [an amendment
to the Canadian Human Rights Acts preventing
discrimination based on gender identity and
gender expression] passed this year. The trans
community has been fighting hard for this for
so long! I know the fight isn’t over yet, though.
There are still bigots like MP Rob Anders around
spreading misinformation about this bill.
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What still needs work in our local community?
Lots! It seems that each year Pride is under threat
by apolitical folks who have forgotten its history.
I’d like to see the queer community do more antioppression work in general and become more
inclusive to those on the margins.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
We each need to start with ourselves, right? We
have to reflect on our privilege and the ways
we use and abuse it in both our individual and
collective lives.
What necessary transformation would you
like to see happen in the world?
What a huge question! To narrow it to just one
necessary change... I’d love it if the world would
be less caught up in gender and sexual orientation
binaries. I’d love it if there was more room for
spaces in between, for ambiguity, for people to
occupy whatever body and sexuality they want
and need.
I think writers, and all artists, have a role to play
in creating social change. Yes, we need to craft
beautiful, entertaining prose, but we also have the
capacity to write characters and stories that might
influence the way readers view the world.
Photo by Vivek Shraya
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In Conversation:
Scott Thompson

In Conversation:
Steven Larkin

with Scott Dagostino

with Bryen Dunn

As one-fifth of legendary comedy troupe The
Kids in the Hall, Scott Thompson created beloved
characters Buddy Cole, Danny Husk, Francesca
Fiore and, of course, the Queen of England.
Since then, he’s written a book and graphic novel,
performed stand-up, appeared on The Simpsons, The
Larry Sanders Show, Star Trek: Voyager and has now
joined the cast of the upcoming series Hannibal as
a CSI fingerprint expert we pray won’t get eaten!

Steven Larkin is President & CEO of Adventure
Center (www.adventurecenter.com), which also
oversees OUT Adventures, a queer owned and
operated soft adventure tour company based in
Toronto. Larkin shows his passion for travel both here
at home and abroad, either working, vacationing, or
volunteering.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
This year I am most proud of doing something big that had
nothing to do with my career.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
There are two things, actually. Number one: Honey Boo
Boo’s declaration of solidarity with “the poodles.” Number
two: the return of pubic hair. I can finally stop feeling like a
pedophile size queen.
What still needs work in our local community?
As usual, the patrons in the bars could be a little looser and
the drinks could be a little stiffer.
How do you think we can accomplish that change?
We can achieve this in one go by initiating a “free pour”
policy with all the bars immediately.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
I would like to see an international holiday called “Drag
Day” declared. This would be a day when everyone—
regardless of race, religion, nationality, sexual orientation
or creed—dresses as what they consider the opposite sex.
We can hold it on December 21st to commemorate the day
when we thought it was all going to end—forgetting that
when something ends, something also begins.

What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
Continuing to work with my business partner Rob Sharp on
OUT, who was formally a life partner as well.

What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
The LGBTQ community is breaking down its own barriers and
it’s awesome that mixed events are happening, and we’re
breaking out of the Church Street strip with cool events and
spaces on both the east and west sides of Toronto.
What still needs work in our local community?
We’re so fortunate that we have equality and rights that our
collective focus should be in helping causes either across the
border or overseas, where inequality still prevails.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
It’s not easy, but a bit of research online and you’ll quickly
identify a cause that speaks to you, whether that be
marriage equality, or even more basic human rights issues.
Volunteer or donate!
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
If the entire world adopted a “go local” approach to
solving their own issues—be it poverty, malnutrition,
education, water and resource issues—then one-by-one
local communities would make practical decisions and
tackle their most serious issues. Small steps could lead to
universal change.
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In Conversation:
Boyd Kodak
with Jeff Harrison

Boyd Kodak helped change the Ontario Human Rights Code against
discrimination based on sexual orientation, is a crusader for trans rights, the
recipient of the INSPIRE Award Lifetime Recognition (2011) and was inducted
into the GLBT Hall of Fame in February this year.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this year?
I am very proud to have recorded and released an original
tune this year. It’s been my life goal to seek awareness,
acceptance, inclusion and hopefully understanding of
LGBTQ human rights. I have been writing a musical,
and my dream is to reach out through song. This is the
start, and I’ve shown myself that I can do it, which is an
awesome feeling.
I am also really proud of being able to contribute to the
development and diversity of the INSPIRE Awards team
this year. I’ve never worked with a more invigorating,
efficient and positive group of people.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ community
that gives you hope and promise for the future?
Toby’s Act being passed in the summer of 2012 was
monumental. It provides protection under the Ontario
Human Rights Code for individuals to not be discriminated
against because of gender identity and gender expression.
A few years ago, I myself was discriminated against
in a scenario with professionals. I was called he/she,
talked about how confusing I was, even masturbation
gestures were made, followed by giggles. Trans people
get denied jobs and housing often. We suffer verbal and
physical abuse in outrageous amounts. Even the name
calling, bullying and verbal abuse that I was subject to,
is not acceptable. It all contributes to a very negative
environment. Hate, derogatory comments and actions are
unacceptable in any capacity. Toby’s Act gives me hope
that we are moving forward and making it clear that this
behaviour is unacceptable.
What still needs work in our local community?
It would be great if we could have more cohesion, within
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the communities. I understand, and agree that we are all
different; we are all entitled to our own beliefs and have
our own priorities. That is fine, we don’t have to all think
alike and agree on everything, but we should all be able to
find common ground and stand united.
While trans awareness has grown tremendously from
when I first transitioned, we must continue to promote
inclusion of all who choose to identity with our community,
and work together.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
Awareness is often the way to the path that makes
things better. Being able to recognise the growth and
development needed within ourselves and our community
enables us to nurture it. Understanding of how we’ve
come to be where we are, is vital to being able to
appreciate and remain positive about our successes and
future. We have some strong, out and positive leaders,
organizations and affiliates. I believe these strong role
models and groups are not just talking, but taking action
towards ensuring diversity and unification, which will lead
the way. Whatever anyone can do to help, and educate is
important.
What necessary transformation would you like to see
happen in the world?
I would like to see this world become a place where
there is no discrimination and everyone is treated fairly
and equally. We need to take better care of each other
and our earth. I wish people would stop worrying about
who to hate, and instead focus on finding a way to love,
or at least live and let live. I think all forward movement
towards inclusion and acceptance, no matter how big or
how small, will make this world a better place for all.
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Z

ack rolled over and looked out the
bedroom window. Another grey,
gloomy day that looked threatening
with rain. He wiggled his toes deep
beneath the warm comforter. Stabbing
pain like mini jolts of electricity shot
up from his feet threatening to cramp his calves, so he
eased off on the stretch, but smiled. He could feel his
toes. The pain was not pleasant, but he had feeling in
his legs again—that was something to be celebrated!
Recovering from the accident had been an extreme
exertion of will—something he’d turned into a do-ordie game of survival with himself. It was that game that
kept him going every exhausting morning after another,
forcing himself out of bed and into his wheelchair.
Grabbing his cane from where it rested propped
against the wall and his nightstand, Zack pulled himself
up out of bed. He tottered for a moment, then steadied
himself. Week two with the canes. He glanced over
at his wheelchair sitting in the corner and his smile
brightened. Two weeks free of that rolling prison he’d
been in for five months.
The physical healing had been going better than
expected. He’d made a remarkable recovery, one that
surprised even him. But what of all the strange shit
that had lead up to his accident? It was something he’d
been able to ignore all this time, focused as he was in
getting back on his feet, but now that he’d hit the major
milestone of leaving his wheelchair behind for good, it
was something that was constantly on his mind now.
He’d had a lot of time to decide that he wasn’t crazy, so
what the hell was he going to do to resolve his part in
this battle between the gods?
One thing he knew, it was going to be on his terms.
He would be the master of his own destiny—no one
else.
Question was, how the hell was he going to arrange
that? He was pretty sure it was going to require a leap
of faith he didn’t feel confident he could pull off. What
choice did he have? He was ready to move his life into
a new phase and in order to do that he needed to face
down these demons who called themselves gods and
him Earth’s saviour.
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He dressed in jeans and his new robin’s egg blue
cashmere sweater—a recent treat, since he’d lost so
much weight and none of his clothes fit him anymore.
Then he sat on the bed and stared into the mirrored
closet doors for some time. He felt both crazy and
afraid of what he was about to do; wasn’t sure which
feeling bothered him more. He realized he could talk to
himself about it all day, rationalizing, arguing with the
rationalizing, until stubbornness and impatience came
to the rescue.
“Fuck it.” he finally said aloud. He had nothing to
lose. “Joaquim.”
His voice sounded hoarse, so he cleared his throat
and repeated the name with more conviction before he
could laugh at himself with second guessing.
“Joaquim. I know you are there, so show yourself.
We need to talk.”
Nothing. The silence rang in his ears. He could hear
the humming of his computer in the next room, the
buzz of the refrigerator in the kitchen and the ticking of
the clock on the wall.
Zack opened his mouth to try again when a flash
of orange-red blurred the mirror and the goateed faced
man appeared sitting on the bed behind him. Zack
fought the urge to look behind him. He knew Joaquim
wouldn’t be there.
“You are looking good, Zack, considering what
you’ve been through,” Joaquim’s voice was reserved,
like his newly sedate manner. The only thing loud and
hyper real about him this time was a tartan scarf worn
loosely over a sweater that mirrored Zack’s, but in a
more somber shade of blue.
“I want to meet with the women, Isabel and Aisha.
I’m ready to hear what they have to say, but they must
be ready to hear me as well. If I’m going to help restore
the balance then I believe we must work together.”
“I’m not sure I can—”
“You can and you will,” Zack said, firmly. “I’ve had
a lot of time to think and if you truly need me to fulfill
this role you’ve outlined for me—which you seem to
believe I am destined for—then we’re going to do it on
my terms. I’m done being a pawn.”
There was a flash of pique in Joaquim’s eye, but then
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“Did our time together

he smiled, which caught
Zack by surprise. “Very
well...Guardian. When
and where shall I tell the
warring lovelies to meet
you?”
“Sunday at the park
across the street from
here. I think it has a nice
balance of wild nature
and man-made structure,
which should make both
Isabel and Aisha feel at
ease.”
“You have given this a
lot of thought.”
Zack was hard pressed
to
decide
whether
Joaquim was lightly mocking him, or genuinely
impressed. He brushed the uncertainty aside. “I need
you to be there as well,” he said instead.
“Impossible,” Joaquim stated flatly.
“I believe you can make it happen, if you want to. I
think you have as much at stake as Isabel and Aisha. I
think it best if you are there as well.”
Joaquim fixed unblinking green eyes on Zack and
stared. It was a long appraising look and Zack forced
himself to endure it, not looking away. “Very well,
Guardian.” The title seemed to roll off Joaquim’s tongue
easier this time. “This will require a great expenditure
of power on my behalf to see this through, are you
prepared for the price I will ask?”
“Are you prepared for the price of not being
involved?”
Again that heated flash from those green eyes and
then Joaquim threw his head back and laughed long
and hard.
“Touché! Seems you’ve found your sword and are not
afraid to use it. I will be there because you are absolutely
right—there’s no way I could afford to miss this!”
And then he was gone, leaving Zack alone to
question the success of his gamble. There was nothing
to do but surrender and believe.

come after not visiting
me the months I was in
the hospital.”
“I wasn’t really given
much choice, was I?” she
huffed, perching on the
end of the park bench
and lighting a cigarette.
“I’m afraid I was as
blunt with her as you
were with me,” said
Joaquim, emerging from
the shaded portico at the
end of the arboretum.
Aisha
gasped
in
surprise,
but
Isabel
merely frowned with
disdain. “I see you’ve
finally grown the balls to pick a side.”
“Yes, and I’m rather enjoying both the balls and
being forced to take a stand,” Joaquim replied, grinning
and cupping his crotch.
Aisha smiled; Joaquim winked; Isabel glowered.
“You most of all Zack, should know how precious my
time is, so let’s get this over quickly,” she quipped.
“No, Isabel.” He barreled on before his outraged
former lover could do more than suck in a sharp breath.
“One thing this accident has taught me is that change
requires time and effort, as does balance. If I am to be
the one to accomplish this, then I am the one to decide
how that happens.”
Isabel stood, a storm brewing on her face, but
Zack grabbed her hand. “Did you care for me at all,
Isabel?” he asked, surprising himself with how much
he suddenly needed an answer. “Did our time together
mean anything to you, or was I just a plaything—a toy
piece in your game of gods?”
The tempestuous woman had gone rigid in his
grip, but she didn’t pull away. It was this fire, this
determination that he adored and had used as the
model for his recovery.
“I did. I do,” she said at last. “But there is too much
at stake for me to take risks with unknown factors. You
were a means to an end, anything beyond that deviated
from the plan.”
“Yet you were willing to sacrifice everything, when
you were confronted by the possibility of losing,” Aisha
said, quietly.
“I was blindsided by your attack!” Isabel blasted the
other woman, glad to finally have a target to vent on. “I
reacted as anyone would when attacked!”
“Ladies, ladies,” Joaquim jumped in, only to have
both women round on him.
“It’s all your fault!” They both said in unison.
“Always the trickster, manipulating events. Always out
for the final laugh!”
“Enough!”
The tension was like a growing storm darkening
the sky, a cacophony of blaring traffic in his head

mean anything to you, or
was I just a plaything—a
toy piece in your game
of gods?”

***

Zack sat on the iron and wood park bench and closed
his eyes, leaning his head back so the sun warmed his
face.
“You’re doing well. I’m glad.”
Zack opened his eyes to see Aisha blocking his sun.
“Time and determination are great healers,” he said.
The sharp click click of high heels on the paved
sidewalk interrupted any further exchange. “You.”
Isabel scorched the air with the single word. “Haven’t
you done enough damage?”
Aisha drew herself up stiffly, a sharp retort on her
lips, but Zack interrupted her. “Isabel, good to see
you.” Zack felt genuine warmth flood through him
seeing her again. True it was a messy mix of passion and
lust, but it felt good nonetheless. “I wasn’t sure you’d
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Zack, who, as much as he

threatening to smash into
him like that taxi all those
nights ago. He couldn’t
take it anymore, just like
he couldn’t take it in that
fever dream brought on
by Aisha’s tea.
It was too painful to
pace so he alleviated the
stress the only way he
could. He gripped both of
Isabel’s hands and lurched
to his feet. The sudden
movement was too much
for his new balance and
almost sent them both to the ground, but she reacted
in time so they could both regain their balance and they
were suddenly in a loose embrace.
“You just said that you cared for me; can you trust
me?” He asked her. He had no idea of the look on his
face, only what he felt in his heart. It must have been
impressive enough because after a moment of furious
silence the implacable Isabel softened as she looked into
his eyes.
“I...I do still care for you. But trust? To do what?
To be what for me? You have no idea about me, about
who I really am, what I want, what’s at stake—my very
existence!”
“But I do know, because I believe you. If you let me
in, then it becomes our existence, doesn’t it?”
“Yes,” she said after a long quiet moment.
The word was packed with all the answers Zack
needed. It was the first gentle, truly open moment he’d
ever experienced with the publishing tycoon, the Fire
of Humanity’s Heart. His chest thudded with the truth
of the moment.
He kissed her. It was like when they kissed the very
first time. Better.
Reluctantly he left Isabel’s embrace and hobbled over
to Aisha, her features were awash in despair.
“We hardly know each other,” he said, “but I sense
right down to my bones that we have an eternity of
history.”
“We do,” she said, “but I am obviously too late this
incarnation to beseech you to change your mind, to
understand my desperation. This cannot go on; we
must start anew if I am to survive this.” Aisha’s voice
had filled with a crackling intensity—her eyes turned a
brilliant glowing white and shivers of blue and purple
lightning coursed down her arms to ball around her
clenched fists.
“Whoa, whoa, whoa, Aisha,” Joaquim said, stepping
in between her growing elemental fury and Zack, who,
as much as he was trying to acclimatize himself to the
fact he was dealing with some form of the supernatural,
was having a hard time not freaking out.
Zack gulped in a deep breath of the ionized air and
ploughed on, hoping Joaquim could calm her down
enough that she would listen. “Aisha, I can’t understand

your side, your needs,
unless you take the time
to tell me. Slowly,” he
emphasized, flashing back
to the crammed course he
got via the tea. “When I
was lying in that full body
cast for two months in
that drab hospital room,
doped up on not enough
painkillers, the only thing
I could do was think. It’s
amazing the clarity time
and morphine can give
you,” Zack said, seeking
to regain his earlier footing in the literal calm-beforethe-storm he’d been granted.
“Clarity and morphine do not make good bed
partners,” Joaquim said with his usual wit, seeking to
lighten the intensity.
“Joaquim, you are just as guilty as they are,” Zack
said, not unkindly. “You had the best of intentions, but
you did nothing except judge from the sidelines. Did
you want more than just the last laugh?”
All eyes fell on Joaquim, who for the first time
ever, looked uncomfortable, unsure. “Yes, I like the
last laugh, but the modern world has become such a
morbidly serious place that everyone—including you
three—has forgotten what that actually means. My
last laugh is not to mock, not to belittle, not to squash
dreams or ambition. It’s to invoke change!” he declared,
red hair flashing in the sun. “And so it has. I am here,
in the flesh. And my sisters are actually willing to
listen instead of continuing their war. And you, Zack,”
Joaquim said, resting his hands on Zack’s shoulders,
“you have changed most of all. So? Where do we go
from here?”
“We work as a team. We can do it if we listen to
each other,” he rushed on before the three shocked
looks he got derailed his train of thought again. “If we
create a give-and take relationship, if we form a family,
a community reaching for the same goal.”
“Which is?” Isabel asked.
Now it was Zack’s turn for incredulity. “Seriously,
you’d be up for it?”
“I trust you, Zack.”
“I’m here, Zack,” said Joaquim. “I think my actions
speak for me.”
Aisha had calmed. She looked at the three people
before her, finally resting her gaze on Zack. “It’s such a
leap of faith,” she finally said. “What choice do I have
though? I will trust you Zack.”
The power that filled him in the moment the three
of them said those words made Zack feel like he was
the god. He banished all doubt and strode confidently
toward this new beginning.

was trying to acclimatize
himself to the fact he was
dealing with some form of the

supernatural, was having a
hard time not freaking out.
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Jeff Harrison is Editor-in-Chief of PinkPlayMags
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the official gay & lesbian directory
now serving the Greater Toronto Area
and Ottawa
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WorldPride 2014
is happening in Toronto.
It will be an international
celebration of education, history,
culture, and human rights, for the
LGBTQ community.

June 20 to 29, 2014
The festival will take over the Greater Toronto Area,
and will welcome visitors from all over the World and
showcase our community and it’s wonderful diversity.
It is the first of its kind in North America.
Make sure you are covered, advertise in the
2013-2014 World Pride Edition of our
community’s oldest and most loved
directory, The Pink Pages Directory.

is your business advertised with us?

A New Beginning

winterplay! 2012

55

Organic leaders for 29 years!
Natural Food Market 416.466.2129
Wholistic Dispensary 416.466.8432
348 Danforth Ave.
info@thebigcarrot.ca
www.thebigcarrot.ca the_bigcarrot
thebigcarrotnaturalfoodmarket
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by Jesse Trautmann

I’ll admit it. Winter is definitely not one of my favourite seasons.
When I was a kid I loved winter, but as an adult it’s just a pain in the ass: bearing the
freezing temperatures to get to work, the grey skies and earlier darkness contributing to
my SAD disorder, sleet, slush, and sick people on the subway. Winter makes me want to
stay in my condo until that little rodent-beastie thing comes out to check for its shadow!
However, amidst all winter’s flaws, the city has a lot going on to get you through it. There
are many indoor events, and if you bundle up appropriately, you can check out many
outdoor events as well.

FOOD
My food section for the this edition will enlighten diners who are missing delicious eats off the summertime grill, here’s how you
can relive the summer’s eve BBQ smack dab in the middle of winter. Also, I offer some places to get you into the winter dining spirit.

Barque Smokehouse

Auberge du Pommier

A definite place for meat lovers. Barque offers brisket, beef rib,
Merguez sausage, competition chicken thigh, and baby back
ribs (sweet heat or dry rub). What I love about this place is the
owner’s passion and guts to experiment with new ingredients
like ground espresso beans in his rub.
Tip: Be sure to try some of the interesting sides like the
sautéed garlic kale.

If you’re seeking some modern French fare, Auberge du
Pommier’s menu speaks for itself. A delicious selection of mains
from Lapin (confit rabbit tortellini and tomato molasses) to a
classic Fois Gras with buckhorn chutney and green cardamom
yoghurt, will surely hit the spot on a chilly winter’s evening.
Tip: Call ahead to reserve a table by one of the cozy
wood burning fire places!

299 Roncesvalles Ave
416-532-7700
www.barque.ca
$30

4150 Yonge Street
416-222-2220
www.oliverbonacini.com/Auberge-du-Pommier.aspx
$20 – $40

A New Beginning

winterplay! 2012

57

Winterlicious

January 25 to February 7
Various locations across Toronto
$15 to $25 for lunch; $25 to $45 for dinner per person
www.menupalace.com/menupalace/establishments/
establishments/winterlicious.asp
Winterlicious continues the decade long tradition of culinary
events across the city. Some of Toronto’s top restaurants offer
prix fixe menus with starters, entrées and desserts. Toronto has
a plethora of great restaurants and Winterlicious is a great
opportunity to explore and experience many of them for a
decent price.
Tip: A perfect opportunity to try a new restaurant or
cuisine you’ve been curious about.

NEW BEGINNINGS
69 Yorkville Avenue, Lower Level
416-849-9385
info@salvatoreleonettisalon.com

Since this issue’s theme is new beginnings, I thought I’d include
this great salon located in the heart of Yorkville. Sometimes
you only need a change of hair to feel transformed. Salvatore
Leonetti offers a full range of services from Keratin treatments
for your hair to makeup lessons. Transform yourself with a
drastic haircut or new colour.
Tip: Aside from hair they offer facials, manicures, and
pedicures. Also note, they’re closed on Sunday and
Monday.
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Lady Gaga

February 8 and 9
Air Canada Center
7:30pm
Price: $109 and up
www.ticketmaster.ca
The Born This Way Ball Tour hits Toronto and it’s sure to be
a spectacle, I mean it is Lady Gaga! I wonder if the craziest
costumes will be on stage or in the audience. I know the Born
album has been around for years but a little research shows
that Gaga hasn’t actually taken this tour to North America.
Tip: Gaga may perform some new material from her
new album ARTPOP, which is due to drop in early 2013.

P!nk

Salvatore Leonetti Salon
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CONCERTS & EVENTS

March 11
8pm
Air Canada Center
$139 and up
www.ticketmaster.ca
The Truth about Love Tour is coming off of the album release
of the same name, which has already spawned two hit singles
being “Blow Me (One Last Kiss)” and “Try.” P!nk is great live,
just remembering her Grammy’s performance of “Glitter in the
Air” with her body suit and aerial acrobatics, assures me that
this concert will be great.
Tip: If you haven’t already, check out the video for “Try”
to see an awesome gymnastic/dance performance and
shirtless hottie, Colt Prattes!
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Bloor-Yorkville Ice Fest
February 23 and 24
FREE
416-928-3553 x 27
www.bloor-yorkville.com/icefest

The annual Bloor-Yorkville IceFest is back for its eighth year
with ice sculpture displays, events and more. Visitors are invited
to watch talented ice carvers chisel out breathtaking pieces
and you can cast your vote for the People’s Choice Sculpture.
Last year we saw “totem trees,” raccoons, and a life-sized
moose all crafted from an astonishing 35,000 pounds of ice.
It will be interesting to see what will be carved out this year.
Tip: Dress appropriately as this event is outdoors, and
be sure to keep warm with a hot chocolate from one of
the many cafes in Yorkville.

Nathan Phillips Square Skating
100 Queen Street West

It’s a Toronto tradition that can make for some fun on a cold
winter Saturday afternoon. This popular skating rink is open
seven days a week from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. from midNovember to March. Located right out front of City Hall, you
can skate under the Freedom Arches and the lights at night. If
you don’t own a pair of skates you can rent for a reasonable
nine bucks.
Tip: For ice conditions, call the skate rental office at
416-304-1400.

Rhubarb Festival

February 23 to March 3
Buddies In Bad Times Theatre
12 Alexander Street
416-975-8555
$10 - $20
The 34th Rhubarb Festival titled RAW. RADICAL.
PERFORMANCE. runs for two weeks at Buddies in Bad Times
Theatre. Over 100 local and international artists offer up fresh
live encounters in contemporary theatre and dance.
Tip: Be sure to check out their website
buddiesinbadtimes.com/shows/the-34th-rhubarbfestival for a full listing of the festival programming.

The Wizard of Oz

Holiday Schedule: Dec 26 to Jan 6
7:30pm
$59 - $175
www.mirvish.com
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s new production of The Wizard of
Oz is an enchanting adaptation of the all-time classic, which
has been totally reconceived for the stage! This production
includes beloved songs from the movie score, plus a few
surprises along the way, including new songs by Tim Rice and
Andrew Lloyd Webber. Comprised of an all-Canadian cast that
includes Danielle Wade who won the CBC’s Over the Rainbow
reality TV competition to get the iconic role.
Tip: Even the role of Toto was won by a local mutt.
Tilley, the Norfolk Terrier cast, will be the lead with
brothers Neddy and Winny serving as understudies.
How cute!
Jesse Trautmann is a Ryerson
Journalism grad and a
freelance writer in Toronto.
Jesse dishes on queer dating
mayhem and shenanigans in
his column, “Date Night FAIL”
for mygaytoronto.com and he
also pens the hilarious blog,
“I Shaved My Ass for This?”
at www.ishavedassforthis.
blogspot.com
Photos by Karel Matkovic
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Burgers • Sandwiches & Wraps • Pastas & Stir Frys • Seafood • Steaks • Vegetarian

egal

Extensive Breakfast &
Brunch Menu
Served from 11am - 3pm
7 days a week

We Can Host Any Event
Customized to Your Budget

MENTION

Weddings • Holiday Parties • Birthdays
Birthday parties of 8 or more & the Birthday Person is FREE
491 Church Street • 416.551.4346
Sunday - Thursday 11-10 • Friday & Saturday 11-11
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THIS AD &
GET 15% OFF!
Does not include drinks.
Cannot be combined with any
other offer

ONE
ONE

Let us help you navigate
your journey to love
Introducing our complete executive matchmaking service

oneonone@strikeamatch.ca

@strikeamatchTO

Call today for a free consultation
1 (888) 919-9695
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Winter Horoscopes
by Noanie Beregi

Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 18)

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 22)

Transformation comes to mind for Aquarians in the
next few months. You are in the process of selfdiscovery and self-knowledge through the ups and
downs of life’s rhythms. This has ignited a desire to
learn more about yourself, and as you discover more
you will be transformed physically, mentally, and
emotionally.

Your year will end on a high note, as your gains
are on all levels—mentally, emotionally, physically,
financially, and spiritually, and these gains follow you
into the New Year.

Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Break-through or realization at a very deep level will
occur in the next months that will lead to changes
in your life. The break-through is in relation to
creativity, insight, or perception; it is a shift in your
way of looking at the world. This shift will give you
new direction and an utter sense of peace.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19)
Emotional abundance is over flowing deep inside
your heart. It’s time to communicate those feelings
to three of the most important people in your life.
You feel good about yourself and you have come a
great distance with self-discovery and self-love and
it’s time for those feelings of appreciation and love
to flow..

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20)
You are on a steep learning curve of spiritual
growth. You now have the courage to explore new
ideas and take risks in spiritual exploration. You
recognize the stirring of spiritual energy, and you are
drawn to experience Kundalini energy. With your
inventiveness and originality will come mental clarity.

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20)
Good fortune comes your way in the next few
months. You have mastered some possessiveness
and feelings of jealousy and there is now an ability
to love deeply in a loyal, committed way, but with
detachment and non-judgement.

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22)
You have committed to burn out any negativity,
blocks, obstacles or obstructions that have held you
back from reaching your full potential. These energy
blockages will exit in the next few months leaving
you feeling lighter and more comfortable in your
own skin.

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sep 22)
New beginnings are in the cards for Virgo, the
birth of ideas, projects, identity and aspects of
oneself and, if inclined, the issues of motherhood or
fatherhood and pregnancy may be present.

Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)
The idea that you cannot solve a problem on the
same level that it was created comes to mind. This
is a time of great mental expansion, and you have
widened your awareness and ways of thinking. By
looking at a situation differently you can find an
agreeable answer. The best possible end result is a
win/win situation for all.

Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)
You are feeling secure, satisfied, and comfortable,
and your greatest gift at this time is a sense of
wellbeing. Let the holidays help you share your
good fortune and inner peace by entertaining all
those that touch your heart at this time. People are
attracted to you because you have a great ability
to make others feel good. What we put out comes
back, so enjoy the abundance of love that
will return.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
In the next few months you have a strong desire to
express emotional passion fervently. Until you put
yourself out there, you will not know where you
stand. Take that deep desire to spread passion to all
aspects of your life: your relationships, your home,
your family, and your job. Make life worth living.

Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
You have been in a place of limbo for some time.
Your determination to break through this stuck
place has now become the focus of your awareness.
In the next three months the changes that you make
in daily routines and behaviours will resolve these
feelings of stagnation and clarity will appear.

Noanie Beregi was born and raised in the country with aspirations to change the world. She promised her mother she would become Prime
Minister someday; her mother is still holding me to it. Until elected, she enjoys helping people make healthy changes they wish to make in
their own lives with the use of hypnosis, nutrition, and Reiki healing. www.earthgirlcentre.com
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Tim MACKAY,

Managing Director

Peck House 1845

416 Dibble St. W. Prescott
P. 613-925-3404
F. 613-925-5028
www.mackayfuneralhome.com

Caroline Cellars

MACKAY FUNERAL HOME
PRESCOTT CHAPEL

Tasting Bar & Wine Boutique
Weddings & Special Events

Gay Owned and Operated

OPEN YEAR ROUND

1010 Line 2, Niagara-on-the-Lake

www.carolinecellars.com

Licensed Operator 1652692 Ontario Inc

Choose from arm chair, side chair, and counter stool.
Choice of fabrics and finishes, while quantities last.

8305 Jane St. Unit 4, Concord, ON
905.761.8790
1.888.275.5577
chairsource.ca
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Happy Holidays
From all of us here at
&
We would like to wish all of our readers,
advertisers, family and friends
Peace, Prosperity and Happiness
www.pinkplaymags.ca • www.thepinkpagesdirectory.com
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“PROTECT YOURSELF!”
Criminal
Defence
• Bail Hearings
• Drug Offences
• Drunk Driving
• Assault, Theft
• Robbery

Lawsuits
• Civil
• Commercial
• Collections
• Wrongful Dismissal
• Negligence
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate Litigation
• Family Law

Tel: 416.869.0707 Fax: 416.363.8451
24 HR Pager: 416.442.5888
e-mail: jherszkopf@on.aibn.com
390 Bay St, Suite 1202, Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2

FREE CONSULTATION
Jerry Herszkopf – Barrister & Solicitor
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Looking Back

In Conversation: Antoine & Jeff
Couldn’t let the publisher and editor-in-chief off the hook, so we asked Antoine
Elhashem and Jeff Harrison, to answer the same questions they put to the
community.
What are you most proud of accomplishing this
year?
Jeff: It’s scary trying to survive as an artist—especially
as a writer when everywhere you turn book stores
are going out of business, publishing houses are
being absorbed by larger print conglomerates and
the media is crying that the printed word is dying.
So I’m incredibly proud that PinkPlayMags is going
into its 6th year of publication. We’ve come a long
way since that first issue in the winter of 2007.
Antoine: I am certainly proud of our publications
The Pink Pages Directory and PinkPlayMags, which
have both maintained a high level of content and
production value since the respective inception
of each of them. I am proud of how the INSPIRE
Awards, of which we are one the presenters, have
been greatly embraced by the community. We
have celebrated many people over the last three
years who deserve our applause. I am also proud
of volunteering for Pride Durham. The LGBTQ
community there is growing and so is Pride Durham.
I am proud of all the hard work the committees for
WorldPride 2014 are putting in to showcase our
wonderful community to the rest of the world. I am
very proud of my involvement there.
What has happened recently in our LGBTQ
community that gives you hope and promise
for the future?
Jeff: Because of the tumultuous shift in the
publishing world, it breaks my heart every time a
small independent book company closes, so I was
overjoyed when a collective of community-minded
individuals got together to save the Glad Day
Bookshop. It was the first gay owned and operated
business I ever stepped foot in, it was my first
introduction to the Church Street community and
the first place I found stories about characters who
were like me. I love the idea that a group of people
no matter their economic, or social background
can band together to save something they are
passionate about.
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Antoine: I really do see a lot of change happening in
terms of acceptance by more of our allies every day.
What still needs work in our local community?
Jeff: I think we can be quick to judge each other.
Considering how tough a lot of us had it growing
up—the bullying, the fight for acceptance, the
struggle for equal rights—it’s no wonder that a lot
of us feel tender and wounded. It’s hard to face
someone else’s fear with compassion. I’ve always
been a big believer of treating others how you
would like to be treated yourself. Sometimes you
have to be the first one to embody that openness
and that can be tough.
Antoine: Trans rights. It’s the new frontier. Also
Reaching out to the youth and creating a bridge
between the generations. They are the people who
we will hand the torch to.
How do you think we can accomplish that?
Jeff: Really listening to each other is a good start. It
takes courage and strong communication to create
revolutionary change. Look how far we’ve come
with lesbian and gay rights. Now we have to ensure
the rest of our wonderful alphabet soup isn’t left
behind. We’re not truly a community until each and
every one of us feels safe, accepted and loved for
who we are.
Antoine: Oh god, that’s a big question, and I have a
magazine to get to press, so ask me later.
What necessary transformation would you like
to see happen in the world?
Jeff: I’d love to see a global community that truly
cares for each other. Here’s where I let my inner
nerd dream: I’ve always thought that the Utopian
Earth portrayed in Star Trek sounded perfect. Poverty
and war have been eradicated and environmental
damage has been reversed. Everyone has access
to the same things and life is all about peaceful
enjoyment where everyone strives to be the best
they can be at what their passion in life is.
Antoine: Love trumping hate and judgement.
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HIV Specialty Pharmacy

Celebrating 10 years on Church street

473 Church Street
416-967-9221 • 1-877-967-MEDS (6337)
w w w . t h e v i l l a g e p h a r m a c y. c a
P r o u d S u p p o r t e r o f P WA a n d A C T

ECRA/ESA License # 7002124

Commercial • Institutional • Residential
COMMERCIAL • INSTITUTIONAL

RESIDENTIAL

Service work & maintenance
• preventive maintenance programs
• everyday general service
• emergencies

• New homes
• Additions, alterations & repairs
• Knob & tube re-wiring
• Service upgrades 100 amp to 400 amp
• Fuse panels to breakers
• Surge protectors
• Specialty lighting, pot lights & valance lighting
• Dimmers & dimmer systems
• Central vacuum installations
• Ceiling fans & chandeliers
• Cable TV, data & telephone wiring
• Back-up generator systems
• Solar panel designs & installations

Distribution services, wiring,
panel boards & motors
• design, installation & service
• high & low voltages
• 600 amp to 4000 amp
• transformers
Lighting
• indoor, all types
• outdoor, security and pole standards
• emergency
Lighting & solar retro-fits
• design & installation
• OPAC & Toronto Hydro applications & incentives
• Financing available
Fire alarm
• design & installation

(416) 236-5678
www.trademarkelectric.com

